
 Grass & Grain, April 11, 2023 Page 13

Continuing to pave the way for 
corn as an industrial feedstock

At the Advanced Bio-
economy Leadership Con-
ference (ABLC) in Wash-
ington D.C., the National 
Corn Growers Associa-
tion (NCGA) once again 
sponsored and facilitat-
ed the Corn-to-Chemicals 
Summit, outlining the 
uses of corn as an indus-
trial feedstock.

The panel was mod-
erated by Sarah McKay, 
NCGA market develop-
ment director, and par-
ticipants included Nick 
Lepore, morning consult 
senior research manager, 
and Denny Vennekotter, 
vice chair of Market De-
velopment Action Team 
(MDAT) and Ohio corn 
grower. The panel high-
lighted the survey results 
from the MDAT commis-
sioned study on public 
perception of industrial 
biotechnology and sup-

port for a national incen-
tive for bio-based prod-
ucts. Vennekotter also 
shared his perspective 
on the value and sus-
tainability of corn as an 
industrial feedstock and 
how utilizing corn ad-
dresses key areas of im-
portance for the public 
as it relates to industrial 
biotechnology. Further, 
the panel had a robust 
Q&A session with the au-
dience on programs and 
policies, including the 
national incentive for 
bio-based materials that 
NCGA and BIO are cur-
rently working towards. 

“U.S. corn farmers 
continue to produce an 
affordable, high-quality 
and reliable crop each 
year,” said Vennekotter. 
“That crop can be turned 
into more than just food, 
feed and fuel. The corn 

kernel can be utilized in 
so many ways, which is 
why we focus on new uses 
and corn as an industrial 
feedstock.”

NCGA continues work 
in the new uses and in-
dustrial feedstock space 
through the Consider 
Corn Challenge and will 
be launching a fourth 
Consider Corn Challenge 
on April 14th. NCGA also 
works to accelerate new 
uses through a partner-
ship with DigestData, 
continued conversations 
with government agen-
cies like the Department 
of Energy’s (DOE) Bioen-
ergy Technologies Office 
(BETO), and expanded 
focus on a potential na-
tional incentive program. 
Learn more about NCGA’s 
additional new uses pro-
grams and efforts at ncga.
com/newuses.

Cimarron donates trailer lease 
to K-State ASI animal facilities

Kansas State University Animal Sciences and Industry department is excited to 
announce that Cimarron Trailers has donated the lease of a 20-foot Lonestar gooseneck 
stock trailer to be used by the ASI campus animal units. 

“We’re extremely grateful for Cimarron’s generosity and its support of our depart-
ment,” said Mike Day, KSU ASI department head. “This ‘state of the art’ trailer will 
provide an excellent option for transport of animals to and from our units for a wide 
variety of purposes that support teaching, research and Extension. We thank Cimarron, 
and especially Ben Janssen, for providing ASI with this showcase trailer.” 

Janssen, Cimarron Trailers president, adds, “Cimarron is excited to sponsor the 
KSU Animal Sciences and Industry department with the use of a Cimarron trailer. Ci-
marron has recently expanded our manufacturing capacity with the addition of acquir-
ing a facility in Manhattan. We are proud to be a part of this community, and when we 
heard about the needs of the KSU ASI Department, it only made sense to get involved. 
As an employee-owned company, it has been fun to spread our Cimarron culture with 
new employees and have them join our team. We are looking forward to many great 
years ahead in Manhattan and working with KSU.” 
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CATTLE AUCTION
EVERY FRIDAY

 STARTING 10:00 A.M. ON WEIGH COWS 
  FOLLOWED BY STOCKER FEEDERS — 11:00 A.M.

OFFICE PHONE 785-776-4815 • OWNERS JOHN & ANNETTE CLINE AND LEE & CINDY NELSON

MANHATTAN
1-800-834-1029

Toll-Free

Our CONSIGNMENTS can now be viewed after 12 Noon on Mondays by going to www.grassandgrain.com & logging onto the online subscription
ONLINE  BIDDING  AVAILABLE  AT  LmaAuctions.COM

 JOHN CLINE  BRENT MILLER   TOM TAUL  BRYCE HECK  SAM GRIFFIN 
 ONAGA  ALMA   MANHATTAN  LINN  BURNS 
 785-889-4775  785-765-3467   785-537-0036  785-348-5448  620-726-5877 
 Cell: 785-532-8381  Cell: 785-587-7824   Cell: 785-556-1422  Cell: 785-447-0456  Cell: 620-382-7502

—————————  FIELD REPRESENTATIVES  —————————

 VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR DAILY CONSIGNMENT UPDATES AT WWW.MCCLIVESTOCK.COM

 ALAN HUBBARD  DAN COATES   ANDREW SYLVESTER  LARRY SCHRICK   
 OLSBURG  BALDWIN   WAMEGO  EASTON   
 785-468-3552  785-418-4524   785-456-4352  913-547-1315   
 Cell: 785-410-5011         

Upcoming Special Stock Cow & Bred Heifer Sale Dates  •  Wednesdays starting at 11:00 AM
2023:   April 12;  May 3

We had a larger run of cattle for our sale 
held on Friday, April 7th, with a large per-
centage of the offering being new crop Fall 
calves. Steer and heifer calves up to 600 lbs. 
were selling at fully steady to higher prices 
with a very good demand. Heavier feeder 
cattle were in short supply and finding very 
good interest. Cull cows and bulls sold fully 
steady to stronger on a larger offering.

STEER CALVES  — 300-550 LBS.
Westmoreland 11 blk 364@300.00
Seneca 10 blk 353@288.00
Allen 6 blk 431@286.00
Leonardville 4 Cross 358@285.00
Blue Rapids 9 Char 461@280.00
Westmoreland 20 blk 442@278.00
White City 11 blk 460@276.00
Blue Rapids 4 Cross 378@274.00
Seneca 35 blk 457@268.00
Auburn 10 Cross 342@266.00
Auburn 14 blk 420@263.00
St. George 14 blk 481@263.00
Valley Falls 4 Red Ang 472@260.00
Manhattan 7 bwf 445@259.00
Beattie 25 Cross 465@258.00
Vasser 8 blk 482@257.00
Hiawatha 6 blk 516@254.00
Allen 20 blk 501@253.00
Seneca 5 blk 281@252.00
Holton 4 blk 453@252.00
Westmoreland 26 blk 533@250.00
Tonganoxie 11 blk 491@249.00
Beattie 16 blk 540@245.50
Berryton 5 blk 542@245.00
Oskaloosa 6 blk 525@245.00
White City 5 blk 486@245.00
Manhattan 19 blk 542@243.00
Seneca 9 blk 544@240.00
Havensville 6 blk 530@238.50
Effingham 6 Cross 540@237.00
Manhattan 4 bwf 505@234.00
Holton 5 blk 536@230.00
Junction City 4 Cross 405@229.00

STEERS  — 550-925 LBS.
Abilene 7 blk 552@250.00
White City 11 blk 637@238.00
Blue Rapids 20 Char 563@236.00
St. George 16 blk 566@236.00
White City 4 blk 596@229.00
Allen 17 blk 584@227.00
Randolph 8 blk 590@223.00
Westmoreland 36 blk 624@220.50
Vasser 10 blk 591@220.00
Hiawatha 9 blk 573@218.00
Enterprise 5 blk 672@216.00
Effingham 8 Red Ang 614@212.00
White City 13 blk 734@210.00
Randolph 8 Cross 654@207.50
Horton 5 blk 671@206.50
Oskaloosa 6 blk 690@201.00
Blue Rapids 6 Char 650@200.00
Berryton 5 Cross 687@192.50
Westmoreland 7 blk 712@191.00
Horton 9 blk 916@187.25
Horton 9 blk 784@187.00

HEIFER CALVES  —  225-550 LBS.
Seneca 5 blk 246@590.00
Seneca 8 blk 336@246.00
St. George 5 blk 405@246.00
Seneca 43 blk 440@239.50
Westmoreland 14 blk 381@237.00
Manhattan 8 blk 391@236.00
Westmoreland 18 blk 514@234.50
St. George 23 blk 527@233.50
Oskaloosa 8 blk 502@233.00
Havensville 15 blk 517@232.00
Beattie 93 Cross 495@231.25
Blue Rapids 13 Cross 492@231.00
Havensville 4 blk 500@230.00
Berryton 6 blk 535@229.00
Manhattan 6 320@228.00
Effingham 9 Red Ang 497@227.00
White CIty 9 blk 461@227.00
Wetmore 16 blk 387@225.00
Vasser 4 blk 452@224.00
Wetmore 16 blk 487@221.00

Wetmore 6 blk 304@220.00
Manhattan 10 blk 458@220.00
Auburn 7 blk 427@218.50
Seneca 4 blk 545@218.00
Beattie 8 blk 413@216.00
Horton 4 blk 546@212.00
Auburn 11 blk 358@212.00

HEIFERS  —  550-875 LBS.
Blue Rapids 15 Char 554@228.50
Frankfort 10 blk 597@224.00
Westmoreland 31 blk 571@221.00
Havensville 24 blk 638@210.00
Effingham 7 Red Ang 576@209.00
Blue Rapids 7 Char 615@207.50
Wheaton 5 blk 575@205.00
Westmoreland 8 blk 649@204.50
Horton 7 blk 697@187.00
Havensville 9 blk 691@187.00
Westmoreland 7 blk 752@182.00
Westmoreland 7 blk 752@182.00
Westmoreland 6 blk 607@180.00
Vasser 4 blk 616@180.00
Horton 9 blk 817@176.00
Westmoreland 15 blk 856@170.00

COWS & HEIFERETTES — 725-2175 LBS.
Junction City 2 blk 735@176.00
Junction City 1 blk 910@171.00
Junction City 2 Cross 972@163.00
Junction City 1 blk 940@156.00
Manhattan 1 blk 1050@152.00
Basehor 1 blk 1290@145.00
Dwight 1 blk 1295@109.00
Westmoreland 1 blk 1255@103.00
Westmoreland 1 blk 1750@102.00
Auburn 1 blk 1640@101.00
Randolph 2 blk 1320@100.00
Auburn 1 blk 1815@99.50
Frankfort 1 blk 1680@98.00

Frankfort 1 blk 2155@97.50
Frankfort 1 blk 1740@96.00
Dwight 1 blk 1465@95.00
White City 1 blk 1800@90.50
Manhattan 1 blk 1125@89.00
Seneca 1 blk 1155@88.50
Dwight 1 blk 1065@88.00
Onaga 1 blk 1160@87.50
Leavenworth 1 blk 1240@86.00
Wamego 1 blk 1380@86.00
Wamego 1 blk 1455@85.50
Manhattan 1 blk 1500@83.00
Westmoreland 1 blk 1145@82.50
Wamego 1 bwf 965@79.00
Manhattan 1 blk 1290@77.00
Seneca 1 blk 860@77.00
Manhattan 1 blk 1270@72.00

BULLS  — 1,050-2,275 LBS.
Phillipsburg 1 Ang 1060@190.00
Phillipsburg 1 Ang 1135@177.00
Phillipsburg 1 Ang 1175@173.00
Onaga 1 blk 2270@130.50
Auburn 1 blk 2235@128.50
RIley 1 blk 1805@128.50
Auburn 1 blk 1900@125.50
Frankfort 1 blk 1670@121.00
Randolph 1 Char 2135@119.00
Manhattan 1 blk 1395@118.00
Frankfort 1 blk 1930@116.00
Frankfort 1 blk 2235@107.50

BABY CALVES
Dwight 2 blk 625.00
Dwight 1 blk 560.00
Clay Center 1 Cross 385.00
Clay Center 1 Cross 325.00
Wamego 1 blk 285.00
Mayetta 1 blk 270.00

SPECIAL STOCK COW & 
BRED HEIFER SALE

WED., APRIL 12 • STARTING 11:00 AM
• 260 Choice reputation Angus, Red Angus & BWF 1st calf hfrs with 30-60 day old calves.
• 22 Angus & Red Angus fall bred hfrs AI bred for late Aug calving
• 200 Blk BWF & Red Angus Mature Cows (3 to 8 yrs) with 30-75 day old calves by side.
• 410 Choice Blk, BWF, & Red Angus Fall bred cows (3 to 7 yrs) 
• 90 Fancy Red Angus cows (3 to 5 yrs) bred to Pieper Red Angus bulls for late Aug calving
• 70 Angus (OCV) replacement hfrs  700-800#
• 26 Angus, Char, Blk Sim, & Balancer bulls (15 to 24 mo)

For more info, call John E Cline 785-532-8381 or 
check website at MCCLIVESTOCK.COM

EARLY CONSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL 14:
 • 39 blk strs & hfrs, 2 rds Vira Shield & Black Leg, weaned 30 days. 500-600#
 • 14 Polled Herf hfrs, 2 rds Vira Shield 6, Blk Leg, Pinkeye, Bunk broke, no implants, 450-525#
 • 20 Choice reputation, (OCV) Herf replacement hfrs, checked breedable, 700-850#
 • 40 Blk & Red hfrs, long weaned, 2 rd shots, green, no implants, 525-625#
 • 20 Blk & Red strs, long weaned, 2 rd shots, green, no implants, 600-650#
 • 80 Choice reputation Blk BWF strs & replacement quality hfrs, 550-700#
 • 25 Charolais strs, 1 complete rd shots, 400-450#
 • Blk bwf cows, SS-BB, with 200# calves by side, calves worked. 
 • 85 crossbred strs & hfrs, 1 rd shots, weaned 45 days, 400-500#
 • 35 reputation Angus strs & hfrs, 2 complete rd shots, weaned 45 days, 450-600#

EARLY CONSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL 21
SELLING  AT  11:30  A.M.

 • 30 blk cows, 5+ yrs, with late Feb. and March blk calves by side. Calves all worked.
 • Complete Dispersal: 28 Angus cows, running ages w/ Oct.-March Angus calves.
 • 40 big fancy gentle bwf (34) and blk (6) 1st calf hfrs w/ Laflin Angus sired late Jan.-Feb. calves 
   by side.

 • 65 choice blk bwf & Red strs & hfrs, 1 rd shots, 400-550#
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The five-point check for sheep and goats
By Adaven Scronce, 

diversified agriculture and 
natural resource agent, 

Wildcat Extension District
The weather has 

warmed up; hopefully, we 
will get a couple of good 
rain showers in southeast 
Kansas. Warm weather 
and (hopefully) rain make 
the perfect combination 
for parasites to grow and 
thrive. This can make 
spring and summer a more 
challenging time for goat 
and sheep producers to 
control internal parasites 
in their herds. As we start 
to wean spring kids and 
lambs it is a good oppor-

tunity to take a closer look 
at them and their mothers 
and treat any that show 
signs of internal parasites.  

When treating sheep 
and goats for internal par-
asites it is recommended 
to only treat animals that 
are showing signs of inter-
nal parasites to help slow 
down parasites building 
resistance to de-worm-
ers. A common method 
of determining if small 
ruminants need to be de-
wormed is using the five 
point check in combina-
tion with FAMACHA scor-
ing. FAMACHA scoring 
is a system that looks for 

signs of barber pole worms 
by looking at the color of 
the lower, inner eyelid 
and grading this color on a 
scale of one to five with one 
being ideal (eyelid color is 
red) and five being severe 
(eyelid color is white). If 
the animal has a FAMA-
CHA score of four or above 
(eyelid color is light pink 
to white), it must be treat-
ed for barber pole worms. 
The five-point check meth-
od includes evaluating the 
five areas listed below. 

Jaw – “Bottle jaw” is a 
symptom of barber pole 
worms. Not to be confused 
with a milk goiter, the bot-

tle jaw is a buildup of fluid 
right under the jaw. Small 
ruminants that have bottle 
jaws should always be de-
wormed.

Back – Goats and sheep 
that have a body condition 
score of two or less should 
be dewormed, especially 
if they have lost weight 
or the color of their eye-
lid is light pink or white. 
Body condition is a scor-
ing system that evaluates 
the amount of fat covered 
over the back, between 
the back of the rib change 
and hips. It is scored on a 
scale of one to four, with 
one being skinny and four 

being obese.  
Hair Coat – If sheep 

are losing wool or goats 
have coarse, dull hair coat 
these can be signs of in-
ternal parasites inhibiting 
nutrient absorption.   

Tail – Look at the tail 
to see if the animal has or 
has recently had diarrhea. 
Many parasites can cause 
diarrhea.

Nose – A snotty nose 
can be a sign of nasal bots. 
Nasal bots are caused by 
a fly that lays eggs in the 
nasal passage. 

Only small ruminants 
that show signs of internal 
parasites by FAMACHA 

score and the five point 
check should be treated 
for internal parasites. Dif-
ferent classes of deworm-
ers treat different para-
sites, so be sure to use a 
de-wormer that is labeled 
to treat the type(s) of para-
site the animal is showing 
signs of having. To effec-
tively treat animals and 
help slow parasite resis-
tance, follow the dosage 
instructions on the label.  

For more information, 
please contact Adaven 
Scronce, Diversified Agri-
culture and Natural Re-
source Agent, adaven@ksu.
edu or (620) 331-2690

U.S. farmers to plant more corn and soybeans
Producers surveyed 

across the United States 
intend to plant 92.0 mil-
lion acres of corn in 2023, 
up 4% from last year, ac-
cording to the Prospective 
Plantings report released 
by USDA’s National Agri-

cultural Statistics Service 
(NASS).

Planted acreage inten-
tions for corn are up or 
unchanged in 40 of the 
48 estimating states. The 
largest increase is expect-
ed in North Dakota, where 

producers intend to plant 
800,000 more acres than in 
2022. If realized, the plant-
ed area of corn in Arizona 
and Idaho will be the larg-
est on record.

Soybean growers in-
tend to plant 87.5 million 

acres in 2023, up slight-
ly from last year. Acreage 
increases from last year 
of 100,000 or more are 
expected in Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dako-
ta, and Wisconsin. Record 
high acreage is expected 
in Illinois, Nebraska, New 
York, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

The Prospective Plant-
ings report provides the 
first official, survey-based 
estimates of U.S. farmers’ 
2023 planting intentions. 
NASS’s acreage estimates 
are based on surveys con-
ducted during the first 
two weeks of March from 
a sample of nearly 73,000 
farm operators across the 
nation. Other key findings 
in the report are:

• All wheat planted 
area for 2023 is estimated 
at 49.9 million acres, up 9% 
from 2022. 

• Winter wheat planted 
area, at 37.5 million acres, 
is up 2% from the previous 
estimate and up 13% from 
last year.

• Area planted to other 
spring wheat for 2023 is ex-
pected to total 10.6 million 
acres, down 2% from 2022.

• Durum wheat is ex-
pected to total 1.78 million 
acres for 2023, up 9% from 
last year.

• All cotton planted 
area for 2023 is expected 
to total 11.3 million acres, 
18% below last year.

NASS also released the 
quarterly Grain Stocks re-
port to provide estimates 
of on-farm and off-farm 
stocks as of March 1. Key 
findings in that report in-
clude :

• Corn stocks totaled 
7.40 billion bushels, down 
5% from the same time last 

year. On-farm corn stocks 
were up 1% from a year 
ago, while off-farm stocks 
were down 10%.

• Soybeans stored to-
taled 1.69 billion bushels, 
down 13% from March 1, 
2022. On-farm soybean 
stocks were down slight-
ly from a year ago, while 
off-farm stocks were down 
21%.

• All wheat stored to-
taled 946 million bushels, 
down 8% from a year ago. 
On-farm all wheat stocks 
went up 30% from last 
year, while off-farm stocks 
went down 16%.

• Durum wheat stored 
totaled 35.8 million bush-
els, up 18% from March 
1, 2022. On-farm Durum 
stocks were up 36% from 
a year ago, while off-farm 
stocks of Durum wheat 
were up 6%.

AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023 — 9:30 AM

Auction held at the Potawatomi Nation Community Building, 708 Citizen Cr., ROSSvILLe, KS
INDIAN COLLeCTIBLeS, 

TOOLS, TOYS
Pennsylvania Indian peace 
medal 1751; 1797 Peace & 
Friendship medal; George 
Washington shaking hand w/
Indians metal; Trade beads 
(clay, coral, glass, stone, sand 
beads); Manhattan Indian trade 
beads; Indian beaded sacks; 
trade axes; trade banner stone; 
Indian Spud; granite Michigan 
barbed axe; granite double 
fluted axe; pipe bag; quiver & 
18 arrows; tomahawk; custom 
knife; Robert Griffing “Last of 
the Mohican’s” pictures; Jim 
Yellow Hawk picture; Roy Ker-
swill Indian Chief picture; Indi-
an pots; handmade bird pipe; 
Clayton teepee painting; 1890 
fish knife; carved turtle pipe; 
Indian axe; celt hide scraper; 
custom peace pipe; old arrows; 
custom built spear; buffalo 
skull; teepee paintings; hand 
carved teepee (like the one in 
Russian World Fair); Kachina 
dolls; Indian statues; sea shell 
deer picture; several Indian 

prints; 3’x8’ Indian rug; powder 
flask; Old Abye picture; Electric 
City single shot 12 ga; 1970s 
50 cal pistol; Western pic-
tures; RH Macy brown top jug; 
Hayner jug; Pikes Peak flask; 
2” jug & mustard jar; other mini 
jugs; Jars: (large collection inc: 
brown & blue Lighting; Millville 
wax seal; 1822 Mason w/line; 
Mason from Coffeyville, Ks.; 
Crown w/lid; Root Mason; wax 
sealer jar; many very good 
jars); large collection of ad-
vertising bottles many rare; 
large collection of silhouette 
pictures several ladies in color; 
kerosene lamps; Rayo lamp w/
shade; china hands; Hamm’s 
picture; records inc: Grease, 
Saturday Night Fever, Elvis; 
child’s skis; Crystal wall coffee 
grinder; 3 Topeka bridge lights; 
Calvary horse stakes; cradle 
scythe; double blade walking 
plow; horse cultivator; forge 
tools; broad axes; traps; hide 
stretchers; scales; 500 wrench-
es; fence stretchers; many 
cowboy items; walking plows; 

covered wagon bar scale; ox 
yoke; barb wire collection; 
lighting rod balls blue & purple; 
forge; Dempster Mill No 1 KC 
wooden pump; coaster wagon; 
fish decoys, fish creel; fishing 
poles; fish mounts; skulls; deer 
mount; Don’t Spit On Sidewalk 
brick; sad iron heater; wheel 
measure; pulleys; dippers; 
scythes; coal shovels; bellows; 
kitchen items; hay knives; 
drawing knives; drills; hatchets; 
carpenters tools; hammers; 
cast iron spittoon; egg basket; 
rosettes; horse bits; rail road 
oil can; lanterns; granite cof-
fee pots; miners lights; cream 
cans; insulators; iron wheels; 
jacks; 1/16 toy tractors; many 
Precision; Arcade cast iron 
spreader & plow; toy steam en-
gines; many John Deere trac-
tors & implements; AC tractors; 
150 Hot Wheels & Match Box 
toys; newer tractor collectible 
signs; large collection of oth-
er collectibles.

COveReD WAGON
GOOD CONDITION.

NOTe: The Newell’s started collecting in 1960 & have many unique items. The Indian collection is 
very good, there are many tools & a very large collection of tractors, along with many collectibles. 
The jar & bottle collection is very good. Check website for pictures www.thummelauction.com

RICHARD & BeveRLY NeWeLL
Auction Conducted By: THUMMeL ReAL eSTATe & AUCTION LLC, 785-738-0067

UPCOMING SPECIAL ISSUES
Ag Tech - April 18th

Cattle Empire - May 23rd

Wheat Harvest, 4-week series - starts June 6th

County Fair - July 4th

Ag Finance - August 8th

KS State Fair Issue (BOGO Half  Price) - August 29th

Fall Harvest (4 week series) - starts September
Fall Full of  Bullz - September 12th

G&G Farm Show Edition - October 31st

Soil Health - November 7th

DEADLINES:
Ag Tech - April 12th, before Noon

Cattle Empire - May 17th, before Noon
Wheat Harvest - May 31st, before Noon

County Fair - June 28th, before Noon
Ag Finance - August 8th, before Noon

KS State Fair Issue - August 23rd, before Noon
Fall Harvest - August 30th, before Noon

Fall Full of  Bullz - September 6th, before Noon
G&G Farm Show Edition - October 25th, before Noon

Soil Health - November 1st, before Noon

To advertise in these or future special issues, 
contact your                            sales rep:

Donna Sullivan
– Managing Editor –

gandgeditor@agpress.com
Office: 785-539-7558

Briana McKay
– Sales Representative –

briana@agpress.com
Office: 785-539-7558

*ESTATE AUCTION*
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023 — 10:00 AM

5946 NE Shaffer Road — TOPEKA, KANSAS
FARM & YARD ITEMS: Husqvarna M-2T52 zero turn mower; 
Coleman Versa pop-up camper; MHF Massey Harris Ferguson 
tractor (as is); Nice Cargo Master box trailer; Big Ox box grader; 
(2) flatbed trailers; brush hog; boats; lots of farm miscellaneous; 
Electronics; test equipment; ham radio items; furniture; household; 
appliances; Collectibles; craft items & MORE!

LARGE AUCTION! May run 2 rings. Concessions
ChARLIE & JUDY hOLMES ESTATE

See website for list & pictures: whunterauctions.com/ac.htm
Auctions by WAYNE HUNTER • 785-221-9622

To the highest bidder: COLLECTIBLES: Roseville, Red Wing, Mickey Mouse, Butter Churns, Coca Cola.
ONLINE BIDDING OPENS: Thursday, April 13, 8:00 a.m.

with SOFT CLOSE Wednesday, April 19, 8:00 p.m.
Pickup is 12:30-6:30 p.m. Friday, April 21 in Hutchinson, KS  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

Shipping available on items so marked.

CHERYL ENGELLAND ONLINE AUCTION - (Hutchinson, KS)

View, Register & BID at:
https://hollingerauction.hibid.com/auctions/current

HOLLINGER ONLINE AUCTION, Lyons, KS * 620-257-8148

Or stop by to talk with one of our  advertising representatives:

1531 Yuma St. Manhattan, KS

“We have found it to be 
very effective advertising.”

Steve Morrison, 
~ Salesman for Quality Structures, INC. ~

“Frequently when
customers call or come in,
they say they saw our ad in 

Grass & Grain.” 

~ Estelle Dupont, Receptionist ~

You  too  could  be  reaping  the  benefits

of  Grass & Grain  advertising!

Don’t  hesitate,  call  TODAY: 
785-539-7558



 Grass & Grain, April 11, 2023 Page 15

Compared to the last report demand remains good, 
prices remained steady, trade activity remains slow. 
Drought continues to be the main topic on everyone’s 
mind these days, especially for those in central and 
southwest Kansas. Winter wheat did not come up across 
much of that area and significant precipitation is need-
ed over the next few weeks. Drought is also impacting 
groundwater levels across south central and western 
Kansas. According to NIDIS, the groundwater level 
fell by nearly three feet near Garden City, Liberal, and 
Ulysses in January alone. And if that weren’t enough 
bad news, a state declaration of disaster was issued 
by the governor due to high wildland fire danger. On a 
positive note, drought has improved across northeast-
ern Kansas. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor for 
March 28th, the categorical percent area for drought 
conditions remained the same. Abnormally dry con-
ditions(D0) remained near 9%, moderate drought (D1) 
remained near 9.5%, severe drought (D2) remained near 
13%, extreme drought (D3) remained near 16%, and ex-
ceptional drought (D4) remained near 36%.

Southwest Kansas 
Dairy alfalfa, grinding alfalfa, ground and deliv-

ered steady, movement slow. Alfalfa: horse, supreme 
small squares 12.00-14.00/bale. Dairy,1.40-1.50/point 
RFV. Good, Stock or Dry Cow 300.00-315.00. Grinding 
alfalfa, large rounds, 290.00-300.00, large square 3x4’s 
and 4x4’s 300.00-310.00. Ground and delivered locally 
to feed lots and dairies 340.00-350.00. Alfalfa/grass hay 
mix ground and delivered 300.00-320.00; Grass Hay: 
Bluestem: 150.00-160.00. Corn stalks: none reported. The 
week of3/26-4/01, 4,513T of grinding alfalfa and 625T of 

dairy alfalfa was reported bought or sold.
South Central Kansas 

 Dairy alfalfa, grinding alfalfa, ground and deliv-
ered, and alfalfa pellets steady, movement slow. Al-
falfa: horse, small squares 325.00/ton. Dairy 1.40-1.50/
point RFV. Good, Stock cow, 295.00-305.00. Fair/good 
grinding alfalfa, large rounds 290.00-300.00 delivered, 
3x4 and 4x4’s 315.00-325.00 delivered. Alfalfa ground 
and delivered 315.00-325.00; Alfalfa/Soybean: ground 
and delivered 300.00-315.00. Alfalfa pellets: Sun cured 
15 pct protein 325.00-335.00, 17 pct protein 345.00-350.00, 
Dehydrated 17 pct 395.00-400.00. Grass Hay: Bluestem, 
large rounds none reported. Sudan: large round 125.00-
130.00.Corn stalks: large rounds 110.00-120.00. The week 
of 3/26-4/01, 6,952T of grinding alfalfa and 12.5T of dairy 
alfalfa was reported bought or sold.

Southeast Kansas 
Dairy alfalfa, grinding alfalfa, grass hay steady, 

movement slow. Alfalfa: horse or goat, none reported. 
Dairy 1.40-1.50/point RFV. Good, stock cow 260.00-270.00. 
Fair/good grinding alfalfa, large rounds none reported, 
large square 3x4 260.00-270.00; Grass hay: Bluestem, 
small squares 160.00-165.00, good 3x4 squares 160.00-
170.00,large round 135.00-145.00. 

Brome, large rounds 135.00-145.00. Corn stalks: large 
round 120.00-130.00 delivered. The week of 3/26-4/01, 
1,344T of grass hay was reported bought or sold. 

Northwest Kansas 
Dairy alfalfa and grinding alfalfa steady, movement 

slow. Alfalfa: Horse or goat, small squares 345.00-355.00 
delivered, 3x3 squares 305.00-320.00 delivered. Dairy, 
Premium/Supreme 1.40-1.50/point RFV. Stock cow, fair/
good none reported. Fair/good grinding alfalfa, large 
square 3x4’s 300.00-315.00. Milo stalks, large rounds 
145.00-150.00.

North Central-Northeast Kansas 
Dairy alfalfa, grinding alfalfa, ground/delivered and 

bluestem grass hay steady, movement slow. Alfalfa: 

Dairy 1.40-1.50/point RFV; Horse hay, premium small 
squares, 12.50-13.50/bale, 3x4’s 290.00-300.00; Stock Cow 
3x4’s 230.00-240.00. Fair/good, grinding alfalfa, large 
rounds 235.00-245.00, large square 3x4’s 260.00-270.00 
delivered; Alfalfa ground and delivered 275.00-300.00; 
Alfalfa/Prairie grass mix ground and delivered 270.00-
275.00. Grass hay: Bluestem, small squares 8.00-8.50/
bale, large 3x4 squares 150.00-160.00, good large rounds 
150.00-160.00. Brome: small squares 9.00-9.50/bale, large 
square 3x4’s, none reported, large rounds 130.00-150.00. 
Sudan: large square 3x4’s 130.00-140.00 delivered. 
Wheat straw: small squares 6.00/bale, large rounds 
110.00-115.00, large squares 115.00-125.00. Corn stalks: 
large rounds 95.00-100.00. The week of 3/26-4/01, 880T of 
grinding alfalfa and 855T of dairy alfalfa was reported 
bought or sold. 

**Prices above reflect the average price. There 
could be prices higher and lower than those published.

***Prices are dollars per ton and FOB unless otherwise 
noted. Dairy alfalfa prices are for mid and large squares 
unless otherwise noted. Horse hay is in small squares unless 
otherwise noted. Prices are from the most recent sales. 

*CWF Certified Weed Free 
**TDN calculated using the Western formula. Quantita-

tive factors are approximate, and many factors can affect 
feeding value. Values based on 100% dry matter (TDN show-
ing both 100% & 90%). Guidelines are to be used with visual 
appearance and intent of sale (usage). Source: Source: 
Kansas Department of Agriculture - Manhattan, Kansas 
Kim Nettleton, 785-564-6709.

Bull breeding soundness exam 
important ahead of breeding season

By Ross Mosteller, 
Meadowlark District 

Extension agent, livestock 
and natural resources
Six are tested, one 

gets the opportunity to 
try again and another 
one fails.  I’m not talking 
about high school geom-
etry, although that could 
have a familiar ring for 
some, but rather herd 
bull breeding soundness 
exams.  As the breeding 
season approaches, one of 
the most important deci-
sions a cow/calf producer 
can make is deciding to 
have the herd bull bat-
tery fertility tested before 
the start of the breeding 
season.  

There are a few basics 
that breeding herd man-
agers should keep in mind 
about the bull before 
turning out with cows, 
they include passing a 
breeding soundness exam, 
maintaining appropriate 
body condition, and good 
physical shape.  Remem-
ber that just because the 
bull has tested satisfacto-
ry in the past, he should 
not be considered sound 
year after year.  This is a 
very economical expense, 
compared to the problems 
that can come from missed 
conception.

The importance of the 
bull in a cattle breeding 
program often is underes-
timated. A cow is respon-
sible for half the genetic 

material in only one calf 
each year, while the bull 
is responsible for half the 
genetic material in 20 to 
50 calves. The bull’s abili-
ty to locate cows in estrus 
and breed them is vital to 
reproductive success.  An 
unsound or unfertile bull 
going into the breeding 
pasture undetected can 
cause economic hardship 
down the road due to open 
or late calving cows.   

Breeding soundness 
exams can be done by 
your local veterinarian 
and should be performed 
30 to 60 days before the 
bull is exposed to females.  
This is important to allow 
sufficient time to replace 
questionable bulls. These 
exams will typically in-
clude a physical exam-
ination of feet, legs, body 
condition, eyes and teeth, 
external exam of repro-
ductive organs, scrotal cir-
cumference measurement 
(which correlates to daily 
sperm production and re-
productive maturity), and 
proper semen evaluation 
for concentration, motili-
ty, and morphology.  

The general health of 
the bull is critical since 
sick, aged and injured 
bulls are less likely to 
mate and usually have 
lower semen quality. It 
can be important to check 
the hooves of animals and 
take the proper measures 
to trim them.  Sound feet 

and legs are very import-
ant because if found un-
sound, this can result in 
the inability to travel and 
mount for mating.  Don’t 
forget that it could take 
some time, three to six 
weeks, to fully recover 
from a trimming.  

Make sure that a prop-
er health program is 
followed with bulls, the 
same is true for the entire 
herd.  Some of the key 
items are immunization 
and parasite control, but a 
complete health program 
should be discussed with 
your veterinarian.  Hand 
in hand with health is nu-
trition.  Body condition 
can be affected by length 
of the breeding season, 
grazing and supplemental 
feedings, number of cows 
expected to be serviced 
and distance required 
to travel.  Ideally, bulls 
should have enough fat 
cover at the start of breed-
ing so their ribs appear 
smooth across their sides, 
this would be a target 
body condition score of 6.   

Any bull meeting all 
minimum standards for 
the physical exam will be 
classed as a “satisfactory” 
potential breeder. Bulls 
that fail any minimum 
standard will be given a 
rating of “classification 
deferred,”   This rating 
indicates that the bull will 
need another test to con-
firm status. Mature bulls 

should be retested after 
six weeks, and will be 
classified as unsatisfacto-
ry potential breeders if 
they fail subsequent tests. 
Young bulls that are just 
reaching puberty may be 
rated as “classification 
deferred”, and then later 
meet all of the minimum 
standards. Therefore, cau-
tion should be exercised 
when culling based on 
just one breeding sound-
ness exam. 

Good producers work 
hard to manage their cows 
for high fertility, many may 
assume that the bulls will 
do their expected duties. 
However, it’s important 
to pay close attention to 
bulls to establish success-
ful breeding.  I encourage 
everyone to evaluate your 
herd bull management 
program, and establish 
management plans to as-
sure a successful outcome 
this breeding season. 

Kansas hog inventory 
down one percent

Kansas inventory of all hogs and pigs on March 1, 2023, was 1.85 million head, 
according to the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. This was down 1% 
from March 1, 2022, and down 3% from December 1, 2022. Breeding hog inventory, 
at 145,000 head, was down 6% from March 1, 2022, and down 12% from last quarter. 
Market hog inventory, at 1.71 million head, was down 1% from last year, and down 
2% from last quarter. The December 2022-February 2023 Kansas pig crop, at 820,000 
head, was down 1% from 2022. Sows farrowed during the period totaled 80,000 head, 
down 2% from last year. The average pigs saved per litter was 10.25 for the Decem-
ber-February period, compared to 10.10 last year. Kansas hog producers intend to 
farrow 76,000 sows during the March -May 2023 quarter, down 11% from the actual 
farrowings during the same period a year ago. Intended farrowings for June-August 
2023 are 78,000 sows, down 8% from the actual farrowings during the same period a 
year ago. 
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STEVE MURRAY
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64th District Rep. 
Bloom shares March 
legislative activities

Week of March 20-24, 
2023    Bills worked this 
week include:

HCR 5008 - Convention 
of States bill - even though 
it passed by the majority, it 
had to have a 2/3 majority 
vote, so it failed. (74 yeas, 
48 nays)

HB 2313 - Born Alive 
Infants Act - if an infant is 
born alive after an abor-
tion, the medical staff must 
help it survive. (88 yeas, 34 
nays)

House Sub for SB 13 - 
establishing the mental 
health intervention team 
program, allowing local 
school board members 
to receive compensation 
from school district, con-
tinuing the 20 mil state-
wide levy and the amount 
school districts are able to 
increase mils for cost-of-
living increases. (75 yeas, 
48 nays)

HB 2436 - The ESG bill, 
environmental, social, and 
governance. (85 yeas, 38 
nays)

On ESG, investors seek 
to ensure the companies 
they fund are responsible 
stewards of the environ-
ment, good corporate citi-
zens, and led by account-
able managers. Someone, 
mainly those running huge 
banks, will decide if they 
will invest in you, based 
on what they decide your 
score is. Companies that 
operate in high-risk areas, 
or have exposure to coal, 
tobacco, or weapons and 
firearms, hard rock min-
ing, nuclear or coal power, 
private prisons, and agri-
culture bio-technology, 
also companies involved in 
recent controversies over 
human rights, animal wel-
fare, environmental con-
cerns, governance issue 
or product safety will be 
penalized. Basically, they 
will tell you how you will 
operate your business. 
You will have no say in 
the score they give you. We 
voted NOT to let them do 
that in Kansas.

House Sub for SB 208 
- Enforce Campaign Fi-
nance Act - (119 yeas, 3 
nays)

SB 15 - Enforcing In-
surance Laws of Agents 
not paying premiums that 
were paid to them. (104 
yeas, 18 nays)

SB 18 - Requiring there 
be penalties for violations 
of the insurance law. (104 
yeas, 18 nays)

SB 28 - Stopping pay-
ments for certain insur-
ance pools. (106 yeas, 16 
nays)

SB 106 - Prohibiting the 
manufacturing of defec-
tive air bags- this is aimed 
at foreign manufactures 
mainly. (99 yeas, 23 nays)

          
Week of March 27-31 2023  

A group of us have been 
getting together almost 
every night to go over bills 
coming up in the next few 
days.  Sunday night we had 
31 to go over, trying to get 
all bills done by week’s 
end. 

Monday, I spoke with 
the Riley County sheriff 
and county attorney about 
robberies in northern and 
western Riley County. We 
will try to find out what 
more can be done, as this 
seems to be happening ev-
erywhere. Session ended 
at 3:30 PM and then there 
were more bills to study. 
We discussed getting extra 
funds for nursing homes 
as some are going to go 
out of business if the state 
doesn’t help. We also talk-
ed extra money for Meals 
on Wheels and small busi-
ness development.

On the budget, we will 
end 2023 with 1.9 billion 
surplus, 2024 with 2.5 bil-
lion surplus, 1.5 billion in 
rainy day fund.  We put in 
an amendment to hold em-
ployee level at 2023 num-
ber of personnel and to 
provide more transparen-
cy in grant money. Kansas 
is #2 in the nation for state 
employees per capita. Our 
projected budget is $150 
million less than what the 
governor recommended.

On Tuesday, we started 
session at 8:00 a.m., and 
by 3:30 p.m., we had only  
worked four bills, and 

had 17 more to go. There 
seemed to be a lot of dis-
agreement. We got done 
with the day at 11:15 p.m. 
and were ready to get out 
of there.

On Wednesday, we 
passed 20 bills, including 
budget and tax bills. I will 
not list them all. You can 
go to www.kslegislature.
gov and look any of them 
up. If you go to your app 
store on your phone and 
download KSChamber, it is 
an app that tells you about 
all the legislators, bills, 
etc. This is really helpful. 
The icon for this app looks 
like a Blue Star shooting 
an arrow.

 Some of the more inter-
esting ones were:

SB 3 - Designating Silv-
isaurus Condrayi as the of-
ficial state land fossil. (119 
yeas, 4 Nays)

SB 85 - Enacting Kansas 
Travel Insurance Act. (103 
yeas, 20 nays)

SB 116 – Size of samples 
of wine, beer and whiskey 
that can be given out. (102 
yeas, 21 nays)

SB 189 - Allowing local 
law enforcement agencies 
to trade information about 
a future employee’s appli-
cation. (123 yeas, 0 nays)

SB 66 - Enacting the 
teacher mobility compact 
to recognized equivalent 
teacher’s licenses across 
member states. (103 yeas, 
20 nays)

SB 114 - Definition for 
advanced recycling. (101 
yeas, 22 nays)

SB 194 – To be on the 
hospital board from a 
neighboring county, they 
must own land in it, if they 
don’t live in that county. (50 
yeas, 73 nays) Failed

SB 243 - Providing re-
quirements and proce-
dures for settlement agree-
ments involving a minor. 
(123 yes, 0 nays)

Some additional infor-
mation:

There are 4000 wind 
generators in Kansas; an-
other 6000 planned. If you 
are a property owner that 
is considering leasing, be 
careful when you sign con-
tracts,  as there are already 
problems.

If you want to go to 
www.countyhealthranking.
org, you will see how your 
county ranks with the other 
105 counties in Kansas. 

On SB 34 - Expanding 
rural housing funding. 
The rural representatives 
found out it was going 
mainly to towns of 60,000-
plus. We complained, so 
they dropped it.

On the flat tax, if you’re 
not a CPA, be prepared to 
spend a lot of time on it. 
Basically, the poorest and 
richest will get the biggest 
break, the middle class the 
least. It still helps every-
one. Maybe? It seems to 
be the best of the choices 
to reduce the tax burdens 
on Kansans. It creates 
one single rate of 5.25%, 
increases deductions, and 
taxes on Social Security 
income will phase out in 
4 years. Instead of being 
fully taxed after $75,000, 
it will gradually go up to 
$100,000 (just for 4 years) 
and then the tax on social 
security will be dropped.

Food sales tax is over 
July 2023!  This does not af-
fect your local sales taxes, 
which the counties use for 
roads, bridges, etc. I hate 
to say this about a tax, but 
we need this one. SNAP 
will mirror the food tax.

Home owner’s property 
tax: Raises house deduc-
tion from $40,000 to $60,000. 
Decreases the property tax 
436 million in 2024, 415 mil-
lion in 2025 and 422 million 
in 2026. There is no relief 
for farmland that I could 
find. It comes to basically 
$60 a household. Loss of 
money made up from the 
general fund.

Your personal deduc-
tions will go up to $6,150 
for single and $12,500 for 
married couple.

E-mail, call or come see 
me anytime.  It’s been a 
busy week, but I’m always 
happy to hear from con-
stituents.

64th House District 
Representative

Lewis Bloom
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Registration open for Cattlemen’s Conference: Blueprint for the Future
Thirty-five years ago, 

cattle industry leaders 
gathered at the Blueprint 
for the Right Kind type 
conference. This spring, 
the event will be reprised 
as Cattlemen’s Confer-
ence: Blueprint for the 
Future, presented by Cat-
tlemen’s Congress, Okla-
homa State University 
and the Noble Research 

Institute. The event will 
be held May 24-25 on the 
Oklahoma State Universi-
ty campus. 

“Cattlemen’s Confer-
ence will be a must-at-
tend event for anyone in-
terested in building the 
right kind of cattle, not 
just for today, but for the 
future,” said Jarold Cal-
lahan, chairman of Cat-

tlemen’s Congress. “The 
event in the 1980s focused 
on building cattle that fit 
the industry at that given 
time. Today, the industry 
has evolved and there-
fore, our cattle and man-
agement need to do the 
same.” 

The two-day confer-
ence will feature re-
nowned speakers from 

each segment of the in-
dustry, covering topics 
including genetic pre-
diction, pasture and soil 
health, trends in beef 
production, and show ring 
and marketing ethics, and 
more. 

Highlighting the event 
is a keynote address by 
Frank Mitloehner, pro-
fessor and air quality 

specialist in cooperative 
extension in the Depart-
ment of Animal Science 
at University of Califor-
nia-Davis. Dubbed “The 
Greenhouse Gas Guru,” 
Mitloehner is well-known 
for his research-backed 
stance that eating meat 
and taking care of the 
planet are not mutually 
exclusive.  

Early registration, 
which is open through 
May 5, costs $200 and in-
cludes all sessions, meals, 
breaks and asocial hour. 
Onsite registration will be 
available for $250. 

For a complete sched-
ule, or to register, visit 
cattlemenscongress.com/
conference. 

Tips for caring for the heifers at calving
By Lisa Moser, K-State 

Research and Extension news service 
When starting a family, first-time mothers tend to ex-

perience longer labors than those who’ve given birth be-
fore. In much the same way, heifers need to be managed 
differently than cows at calving time, said the experts at 
the Kansas State University Beef Cattle Institute speak-
ing on a recent Cattle Chat podcast.   

“Heifers have to be monitored more closely at calving 
than cows do,” said Bob Larson, veterinarian.  

He explained that heifers are typically only 80% of 
their full skeletal size when they have their first calf. 

“Because heifers haven’t reached their full skeletal 
size, there just isn’t as much room in the pelvis for the 
calf to come through during the birth process,” Larson 
said. 

Nutrition plays a key role in helping the heifers grow 
to their full mature size and in assuring that the devel-
oping calf gets what it needs to thrive, said the experts. 

“Ideally the heifers and cows need to be calving at a 
body condition score of six,” Larson said.  

And with heifers, the ration needs to be closely eval-
uated to make sure that they are getting the energy and 
protein requirements needed to grow their bodies, said 
Phillip Lancaster, beef cattle nutritionist.  

“Regardless of whether it is a cow or a heifer, it is 
important that her nutritional needs are being met to 
avoid negative long-term impacts for her or her calf,” 
Lancaster said.  

Larson agreed and added that females in a negative 
energy balance can experience uterine inertia.  

“Uterine inertia is when the smooth muscle in the 

uterus is not able to really contract to push that calf out, 
so if cows are depleted of their energy reserves the mus-
cles become fatigued faster,” Larson said.  

When it comes to calving, heifers tend to experience 
a longer first stage of labor – which involves contractions 
that push the calf into the birth canal – compared to 
cows, said Larson. 

“However, once the water breaks, heifers and cows 
should be making noticeable progress every 15 minutes. 
If that isn’t happening, the producer or veterinarian 
needs to assess the situation and be ready to assist if 
needed,” Larson said. 

To hear the full discussion, listen to the Cattle Chat 
podcast online or through your preferred streaming 
platform. 

House members reintroduce Next Generation Fuels Act
The Next Generation Fuels Act was reintroduced in the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives recently. The National Corn Growers Association applauded the development, 
saying the legislation would help address the country’s most pressing energy issues 
through a transition to cleaner fuels and vehicles.

Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-Iowa) led the bipartisan reintroduction of the 
bill along with Reps. Angie Craig (D-Minn.), Darin LaHood (R-Ill.) and Nikki Budzinski 
(D-Ill.).

“We’re very grateful to Rep. Miller-Meeks, along with Reps. Craig, LaHood and 
Budzinski for taking the lead on this priority legislation for corn growers,” said NCGA 
president Tom Haag. “Advancing the Next Generation Fuels Act is timely for Con-
gress’s work on energy and environmental issues, offering solutions that lower fuel 
costs, reduce emissions and help shore up America’s energy security for the long run.”

The Next Generation Fuels Act would clean up the nation’s fuel supply and transi-
tion new vehicles to use cleaner, more efficient fuels that also lower costs for drivers. 
By establishing a clean, high-octane standard for fuel and requiring that sources of 
additional octane result in at least 40% fewer greenhouse gas emissions, the legisla-

tion would allow automakers to significantly improve vehicle fuel efficiency through 
advanced engines.

The legislation builds the nation’s clean energy progress by advancing higher etha-
nol blends and new vehicles that work together to deliver greater emission reductions, 
cost savings and consumer choice.

As NCGA has called on the Biden administration to act to prevent a disruption in 
access to higher blends of ethanol this summer, the Next Generation Fuels Act would 
also permanently remove regulatory barriers, allowing for higher ethanol blends and 
advanced vehicles that maintain a wider range of competitive fuel and vehicle choices.

In addition to the four lead House sponsors, Reps. Don Bacon (R-Neb.), Mike Bost 
(R-Ill.), André Carson (D-Ind.), Emanuel Cleaver (D-Mo.), James Comer (R-Ky.), Randy 
Feenstra (R-Iowa), Brad Finstad (R-Minn.), Mike Flood (R-Neb.), Ashley Hinson (R-Io-
wa), Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Dan Kildee (D-Mich.), Mike Lawler (R- N.Y.), Mary Miller 
(R-Ill.), Zach Nunn (R-Iowa), Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) and Eric Sorenson (D-Ill.) also 
joined the legislation as original cosponsors. 

A companion bill was introduced in the Senate. 

Woiwode explains benefits of standardized cattle-handling training
America’s cattle sec-

tor could benefit greatly 
by adopting a set standard 
for proficiency levels in 
animal care and handling. 
University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln scientist Ruth 
Woiwode, drawing on her 
expertise in animal behav-
ior, is working to address 
that challenge. 

Woiwode, assistant pro-
fessor of animal behavior 
and welfare in the Depart-
ment of Animal Science, 
has developed a multi-step 
approach to teaching cat-
tle handling techniques 
based on key findings re-
garding animal behavior. 
She demonstrated those 
techniques during a re-
cent gathering of 4-H ed-
ucators for a two-day set 
of sessions at Nebraska’s 
Animal Science Complex. 

Brett Kreifels, a 4-H 
educator for Douglas and 
Sarpy counties, said his 
background is in poultry 
rather than cattle, but he 
was impressed “to see how 
she was able to take those 
cattle and move them ex-
actly where she wanted 

them and did it very effort-
lessly.”

Among those who ob-
served her demonstration 
was Temple Grandin, a 
Colorado State University 
professor and noted ex-
pert in animal behavior. 
Grandin was Woiwode’s 
academic adviser during 
Woiwode’s graduate study 
at Colorado State. Woi-
wode’s cattle-handling 
techniques draw in large 
part on insights Grandin 
has provided during her 
decades-long study of ani-
mal behavior. 

In watching Woiwode’s 
demonstration, Grandin 
noted that the Husker sci-
entist’s techniques had 
kept the cattle calm while 
directing them from one 
gate to another and, in one 
instance, separating one 
calf from the rest. 

Afterward, 4-H educa-
tors said such training, 
perhaps via video, could 
have great value in help-
ing children learn effec-
tive animal-handling tech-
niques.  

One task in Woiwode’s 

cattle-handling approach 
involves moving a group of 
cattle through a gate and 
closing it, then moving the 
cattle in a straight line and 
stopping them at a desig-
nated point. Mistakes to 
be avoided include moving 
the cattle too fast, causing 
them to run; scattering the 
cattle; and cattle running 
into fences. 

In her writings about 
the training approach, 
Woiwode has noted the 
principle that the cattle 
industry “cannot manage 
its quality problems until 
it can measure them.” 
That principle has served 
as a central guide for the 
Beef Quality Assurance 
program. 

Training in husbandry 
and stockmanship skills 
traditionally has been 
passed down from gener-
ation to generation, but in 

modern times, many pro-
spective employees are 
entering the cattle sector 
without that background. 
A standardized approach 
can provide certainty in 
training and facilitate effi-
ciency in workforce devel-
opment.

Such an approach also 
can build trust with the 
public, given the public’s 
increased interest in ani-
mal welfare. Another ben-
efit is improved long-term 
impact on animals, since 
academic study has shown 
that handling, positive or 
negative, can have a cumu-
lative long-term effect on 
an animal.  

Woiwode, with facul-
ty positions in teaching, 
research and Extension, 
holds certifications for 
dairy, swine, poultry, meat 
plant and feedlot animal 
welfare auditing. Prior to 

joining Nebraska, she led 
a team in auditing entire 
supply chains. She serves 
on the Animal Welfare 
Committee and Small 
Plant Task Force for the 
North American Meat 

Institute, the Nebraska 
Feedyard Safety Advisory 
Committee, and the Fac-
ulty Advisory Committee 
for Nebraska’s Beef Inno-
vation Hub.

Consignments Wanted
Now acceptiNg coNsigNmeNts

tractors, equipment, trucks, cars, trailers, Boats, atVs, 
cattle equipment, tools, Farm Related items & misc.

(no household items at this auction) 
Great Commission Rates! Call Early For Free Advertisement

Free Loading & Unloading * No - No Sale FEE
Large crowd expected!

Like us on Facebook wedel auction service

coNsigNmeNt aUctioN
saturday, may 20, 2023 * 10:00 am

456 se Hwy 400, LeoN, KaNsas   (Butler co. saddle club)

wedel auction & Real estate
 Jeremy wedel James Q. schoen Boon wedel
 owner/auctioneer Broker auctioneer
 cell: 316-621-0383 cell: 316-200-6970 cell: 316-259-8423

www.wedelauctionservice.com

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
(Bobcat Track Skid Steer, Jeep Rubicon, Ford Taurus, Polaris Ranger, 

Tools, Trailers, Welders, Guns, Antiques)

VEHICLES: 2018 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 4x4 26,939 mi; 2017 Ford 
Taurus SEL 21,473 mi; 1969 Ford 350 w/ Flatbed 78,886 mi; EQUIP-
MENT: 2015 Bobcat T770 Compact Skid Steer Cab w/AC/Heat Tracks; 
Bucket w/Teeth; Root Grapple Bucket; Post Hole Digger; Pallet Forks; 
Smooth Bucket; 2014 Paladin Bradco Ground Shark Brush Cutter; 
20” HD Tree Sheer; 2020 PJ Trailer Mfg Tilt Trailer 23’6”x80”; 2009 PJ 
Dump Trailer Double Axle; 2019 Polaris Ranger XP1000 NorthStar 
Ed, 926 mi/154 hrs, AC/Heat Cab, (Loaded); 2016 Aluma Aluminum 
UTV Trailer 12’x6’; Hustler X-One 60” Zero Turn Mower 102 hrs; Miller 
Bobcat 225 Welder/Generator AC/DC 97 hrs; Millermatic 250 CV DC 
TIG Wire Feed Welder; TOOLS: Cutting Torch; Hypertherm Power-
max 1000 G3 Series Plasma Cutter; Ultra Weld Stick Welder; Puma 
6HP Air Compressor 60 Gal; HD Bench Grinder; HD Welding Table (1” 
Steel Top); Large Hollands Vise; Blacksmith Tools; Large Anvil; HD Drill 
Press; Dewalt ½” Reversing Drill; Delta Sander; Rockwell Band Saw; 
Craftsman Table Saw; Shop FULL of Tools; GUNS x25 (FFL Transfer 
on all guns): Smith & Wesson (Model: 17-3, 18-4, 17-4, 17-2, (.22s)- 
Model 37, 38 Special); Colt 1911 .22; Ruger SR22; Ruger LCP .380 
and LCP 2 .22; Lorcin .25 Auto x2; Rock River Arms LAR-15 .223 x2; 
Winchester .22 Benchrest; Mahley Mini-Max .22; Browning T-Bolt .22; 
H&R Topper 20ga; Remington 870 Wingmaster 12ga; Ithica 12ga; 
ANTIQUES & MISC: Toy Metal Ride On Bronco; Coca Cola Cooler; 
Furniture; Cast Skillets; Olhausen 30th Pool Table; Apple Watch; IPAD; 
Glassware; Salvage Iron; Much Much More; This a partial listing.
For full listing, terms & photos GriffinRealEstateAuction.com
OPTIONAL ONLINE BIDDING: There will be approx. 25 lots that will 
sell at the live auction starting at 1:00pm, there will also be live inter-
net bidding available through Equipmentfacts on these items only.

305 Broadway, Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

CHUCK MAGGARD
Sales/Auctioneer

Cell: 620-794-8824
ANDY PHIPPS, Auctioneer

620-794-1673
In Office: Heidi Maggard, 

Linda Campbellgriffinrealestateauction@gmail.com

Phone: 620-273-6421 Fax: 620-273-6425

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023 - 10:00 AM
(Guns sell at Noon, Large items will sell at 1 PM)

SELLER: CARL E. STOVALL REV. TRUST
AUCTION LOCATION: 2480 190th, MARION, KS 66861

SANTEE STEEL
Serving Clay, Cloud, Dickinson, Geary, Marshall, Morris, Ottawa,

Pottawatomie, Republic, Riley, Saline, Wabaunsee, & Washington counties

GIVE CARL A CALL TODAY:
785-370-3189

LOCAL BOYS - A FULL 3 YEAR WARRANTY.
WE ARE NOT FROM OUT OF STATE.

DON’T WAIT TILL SUMMER TO ORDER YOUR BUILDING - 
WE MAY GET BOOKED UP

WE SERVICE OUR WARRANTIES, IF THERE IS A PROBLEM.
LIST OF REFERENCES TO PROVE IT.

POST FRAMED POLE BARNS AND STUD FRAMED
SHOP BLDGS FULLY FINISHED.

SHOP HOUSES, IMPLEMENT BLDGS, HAY BARNS & SO ON.
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Agriculture and the economy: 
an assessment of our current 
situation versus the 1980s

By Krista Swanson, lead 
economist for the National 
Corn Growers Association

The recent banking 
fallout and economic com-
parisons to the 1980s are 
likely to grab the attention 
of anyone in agriculture. 
Fortunately, the general 
economic environment 
and financial positioning 
of farmers is quite dif-
ferent than that period. 
Here is a look at three key 
points, with data to assess 
the current conditions as 
compared to the 1980s.

Highest Farm Debt 
Since 1980, But Stronger 

Farm Solvency
The USDA has forecast 

total real (inflation adjust-
ed) farm debt at $535.1 bil-
lion for 2023, continuing 
what has been a relative-
ly steady upward trend 
throughout the 2000s. Up 
until 2020, farm debt re-
mained below the 1980 
inflation adjusted peak of 
$501.7 billion. Since 2020, 
farm debt levels have been 
higher, but near the peak 
points of the earlier era. 
The comparison of today’s 
farm debt levels to 1980 
may be concerning, but 
other important values dif-
fer.

In the 1980s, real estate 
accounted for only half of 
total farm debt. For 2023, 
real estate accounts for 
70% of total farm debt. Cur-
rent high debt levels are 
more concentrated in real 
estate debt backed by high 
value and generally stable 
farm assets, particularly 
farmland. Additionally, 
farm debt of the earlier era 
accrued rapidly, jumping 
27.3% from 1976 to 1979. In 
contrast, farm debt levels 
have risen 5.8% from 2020 
to 2023, consistent with the 
gradual growth pace over 
the past two decades.

The current farm sec-
tor solvency is notably 
stronger than the 1980s. 
For 2023, the farm sec-
tor debt-to-asset ratio is 
forecast at 13.22, stronger 
than the 1985 peak at 22.19. 
Likewise, the farm sector 
debt-to-equity ratio is fore-
cast at 15.24 for 2023, stron-
ger than the 28.51 peak in 
1985.

While comparisons be-
tween today’s farm debt 
levels and the 1980s can be 
drawn, relative strength in 
farm assets and farm sol-
vency contrasts with the 
earlier era, and indicates 
farmers today are better 
positioned to maintain and 
pay down relatively equiv-
alent levels of debt.

Highest Inflation Since 
1981, But Lower Interest 

Rates
The Consumer Pric-

es Index (CPI), a common 
measure of inflation, hit 
9.1% in June 2022, reach-
ing the highest point since 
1981. Generally noted 
causes for inflation in the 
1970s and early 1980s are 
the oil crisis of the era, 
government overspend-
ing, and a cycle of higher 
wages and higher prices. 
Meanwhile, factors often 
attributed to the current 
period of inflation are the 
COVID shutdown related 
supply chain disruptions 
and the post-shutdown 
high level consumer sav-
ings and pent-up consum-
er demand. Though often 
overlooked, what may be 
the most important con-
tributing factor to current 
inflation is the more than 
40% increase in money 
supply from 2020 to 2022, 
as the Federal Reserve 
used quantitative easing 
to push the economy out of 
the short but severe 2020 
recession.

Importantly, it took the 
Federal Reserve raising 
the federal funds rate to 
a high point of 20% in 1980 
to control inflation of that 
era. Including the first 
rate increase in March 
2022, the Federal Reserve 
has raised interest rates 
nine times to the current 
federal funds rate range 
of 4.75% to 5%. Inflation 
has dropped from the 9.1% 
high to 6.0% in the most 
recent CPI. Although in-
flation is not yet back to 
the 2% target rate, infla-
tion has declined in the 
higher interest rate envi-
ronment. Notes released 
after the March 2022 meet-
ing of the Federal Reserve 
Open Market Committee 
indicate the end of the rate 

hike cycle is near.
While comparisons 

between recent inflation 
levels and the 1980s can 
be drawn, current interest 
rates are merely one quar-
ter of the peak rate of that 
era and further increase is 
likely to be minimal.

Highest Treasury Bond 
Inversion since 1981, But 
Production Agriculture 

Better Positioned
Several economic in-

dicators point toward im-
pending recession. One 
indicator, the relationship 
between two-year treasury 
bond yields and ten-year 
treasury bond yields, has 
received added attention 
amid recent bank failures 
because the inversion in 
yields of these two trea-
sury bonds challenges 
banks who rely on the nor-
mal positioning of lower 
short-term rates and high-
er long-term rates. This 
normal relationship makes 
sense, a greater risk would 
be expected when commit-
ting money for a longer pe-
riod. An inversion means 
the opposite is true, with 
higher short-term rates 
and lower long-term rates. 
When that has happened 
in the past, a recession 
within two years has oc-
curred 98% of the time. 
This indicator has accu-
rately predicted the last 
eight recessions. The two 
treasury yields inverted 
last summer, but in early 
March the inversion was at 
the widest position since 
1981. Since the failure of 
Silicon Valley Bank, the 
inversion has narrowed 
some, but it still points to-
ward recession.

For farmers, the notion 
of a forthcoming recession 
and comparisons to the 
1980s triggers thoughts of 
the 1980s farm economic 
crisis. While inflation and 
interest rates played a 
part in that, a multitude 
of other factors led to that 
outcome. If the U.S. moves 
into recession over the 
next year, production ag-
riculture enters it better 
positioned than coming 
into the 1980s and could 
continue to remain strong 
and resilient, particularly 
if the recession is short. 
Although production agri-
culture runs in a race with 
the rest of the economy, it 
doesn’t always follow the 
same course. Other factors 
impacting production agri-
culture are economic con-
ditions of trade partners 
and other producers, the 
value of the dollar related 
to other currencies, weath-
er, geopolitical relation-
ships, and policy related 
to agriculture.

Abilene named finalist in 
Best Of Travel Awards

Abilene has been 
named a finalist in Trav-
elAwaits’ Best Of Travel 
Awards in the Favorite 
U.S. Small Town and Fa-
vorite Roadside Attrac-
tion category for its new 
World’s Largest Belt Buck-
le.

According to its web-
site, TravelAwaits focuses 

on travelers aged 50+ and 
spotlights quaint small 
towns, unique experienc-
es in big cities, delicious 
restaurants and fabulous 
stays. What sets TravelA-
waits apart is making des-
tinations accessible to all 
readers through their writ-
ers’ first-hand knowledge 
and authentic experienc-

es.
In 2022, Abilene ranked 

#1 in both their Favorite 
and Friendliest U.S. Small 
Town categories.

“What makes this con-
test special is that read-
ers from around the world 
nominate their best and fa-
vorite communities, busi-
nesses and attractions, 
so travelers have a voice 
in what they think is the 
best,” said Julie Roller 
Weeks, Abilene Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
director. “It’s an honor to 
be a finalist, but we would 
love to win again.”

This latest nomina-
tion is another feather in 
Abilene’s cap, joining the 
ranks of other recent men-
tions, including runner-up 
in USA Today’s Best Histor-
ic Small Town Contest, Top 
Ten True Western Town of 
the Year by True West mag-
azine and Destination of 
the Year by the Midwest 
Travel Network.

“Today, I am incredibly 
proud of the good things 
happening in our commu-
nity and welcome visitors 
to return and see what 
makes Abilene so special,” 
Roller Weeks said.

To learn more and vote, 
visit: https://www.travela-
waits.com/best-of-travel-
awards/

Dwight D. Eisenhower said: “The proudest thing I can claim is that I am from Abi-
lene.”                                                                                         Courtesy photo                       

Plan to eliminate brush piles safely this spring
By Wendie Powell, 

livestock production agent, 
Wildcat Extension District

Late March into April 
is the prime time of year 
to manage native pastures 
with prescribed fire. This 
is also the time of year 
that we can think about 
managing brush piles in 
pastures. Incorporating 
the brush pile into a pre-
scribed burn is one man-
agement option that re-
quires pre-planning. The 
piles can also be dealt 

with alone. 
Safety should be top of 

mind. Aim for the season 
when surrounding vegeta-
tion is actively growing, 
with high moisture con-
tent. This can vary based 
on the pasture forage type. 
Be cautious if there is still 
vegetation left from last 
season around the pile; 
the green stuff can still 
burn, so always monitor 
the pile during the burn 
and have adequate sup-
pression equipment avail-

able. 
Brush piles should be 

burned when wind speeds 
are less than fifteen miles 
an hour and not gusty. 
Wind direction should be 
considered, to move the 
smoke away from main 
roads or homes. Relative 
humidity greater than 
forty percent can reduce 
the chances of embers 
igniting spot fires down-
wind. Brush piles can 
smolder for days, even 
weeks. Therefore, after se-

lecting the day of the burn, 
check the weather for the 
next three days, especial-
ly when those brush piles 
have lots of tree trunks or 
large amounts of soil were 
pushed in.

Brush piles can often 
be burned on a day when 
relative humidity is high 
or even when it is rain-
ing if the larger fuels have 
been dry for an extend-
ed period of time. Under-
standing this relationship 
between relative humidity 
and fuel moisture is im-
portant to minimize the 
risk of escape when burn-
ing a brush pile.

Ignite brush piles care-
fully using a drip torch, 
road flare, propane torch, 
or kindling, like hay or 
paper. Igniting piles by 
pouring flammable liquids 

and a lit match should be 
limited to less flammable 
fluids; kerosene, charcoal 
lighter fluid, or an equal 
mix of diesel and gasoline. 
Only pour flammable liq-
uids on a small area. Using 
gasoline is dangerous and 
can lead to serious injury 
and escaped fire.

Igniting a brush pile 
on the downwind side will 
create a backfire causing 
the pile to burn slower, 
with a lower heat intensity 
and shorter flame lengths. 
The brush pile will take 
longer to burn, but this 
is a good method to use 
when containment needs 
outweigh the amount of 
time needed to burn the 
brush pile.

 When monitoring 
burning piles, consolidate 
the partially combusted 

fuel into the pile using 
a front-end loader or by 
hand with a heavy-duty 
rake. This will ensure all 
the fuel is consumed and 
help to prevent escapes. 
Care should be used to 
prevent injury or equip-
ment damage.

 Because of the amount 
of coarse fuel piled in a 
small area, heat effects 
on the soil can be ex-
treme. The soil can be-
come temporarily sterile 
and remain bare of plants 
for quite a while, but it 
is temporary. In addition, 
the heat from the fire can 
top kill surrounding trees.

For more informa-
tion on brush pile man-
agement, contact Wendie 
Powell, Livestock Produc-
tion Agent, (620) 784-5337, 
wendiepowell@ksu.edu.

LANDGREN AUCTION
SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023 * 10:00 AM

2344 12th Avenue - LINDSBORG, KS
Something for everyone and one of the most extensive 

collections of license plates we’ve seen!
Allis-Chalmers 800 WorkMaster tractor, John Deere 606 rotary 
mower, Lincoln waste oil receiver, Craftsman rolling tool box, 
Complete set 1921-1972 Kansas license plates & several thou-
sand vintage singles. Artwork, two trailers full of collectible 
cast iron toys & banks, commemorative, local advertising/pro-
motional thermometers, yard sticks, spoons, plates, & liquor 
bottles, decorative Avon bottles, antique radios, player piano 
& rolls, Victrola, Graphophone roller concert organ, Westing-
house Aeriola Sr. receiver, vintage Atwater Kent receiver ra-
dio w/speaker, Small World Rhythm clock, large assortment of 
lanterns, music boxes, miniature tea sets, thimbles, marbles, 
tobacco tins, figurines, glassware, antique curio cabinets, an-
tique dressing table with round mirror, beds, dressers, couch, 
chairs, display shelves/book cases, retro kitchen table & chair 
set with matching tall stool chair, dinette set, Kenmore wash-
er/dryer, refrigerator, stove, yard tools, hand tools, outdoor 
furniture & statues, large assortment of vinyl record albums, 
trumpet, quilts & bedding and much, much more. We will be 
running 2 rings so bring a friend! 

Go to: SOLDBYWILSON.COM For more info & Pics
Any announcement made the day of sale takes precedence over any printed matter.

Wilson Realty & Auction Service
PO Box 1695, Salina, KS 67402-1695

LONNIE WILSON, Auctioneer – 785-826-7800 
OFFICE – 785-823-1177

REAL ESTATE AucTion
TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023 * 6:30 PM

Auction LocAtion: Held onsite at 31597 center Street,
WAMEGo, KAnSAS

Check us out on Facebook & Online for more info www.kscrossroads.com
www.facebook.com/KScrossroadsauctions

DEScription: Here is an opportunity 
to own a great 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
home with almost 1100 sq ft just 
south of Wamego (in Wabaunsee). 
It sits on a little over a half acre lot 
giving you some extra elbo room 
from neighbors and has been well 
maintained. The spacious outside 

also comes with a semi-detached garage for extra storage for the 
property. Call Bill for a personal showing!

BILL DISBERGER, Listing Agent/
Associate Broker, 620-921-5642

TERRI HoLLEnBEck,
Broker/owner, 785-223-2947

AnDREw SYLvESTER, Auctioneer, 785-456-4352

ScAn ME

rEAL EStAtE tErMS: Property sells AS IS, WHERE IS. 5% non- refund-
able down payment is required day of sale by check. Buyer must be able to 
close on or before June 9, 2023. Buyer needs bank letter of loan approval 
or funds verification. Cost of Owners Title Policy to be split equally between 
Buyer and Seller. Buyers are responsible for understanding all zoning, build-
ing & other regulations associated with the property prior to the day of auc-
tion. All announcements day of sale take precedence over written materials. 
Crossroads Real Estate & Auction LLC is representing the Seller.

oPEn HoUSE: Sunday, April 30 (2-4 PM)
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Water conservation efforts also 
prove to be profitable, study shows

By Pat Melgares, K-State 
Research and Extension 

news service 
It’s been ten years since 

the Kansas legislature 
passed a bill that gave 
groundwater management 
districts the authority to 
initiate voluntary steps to 
meet water conservation 
goals, and a Kansas State 
University agricultural 
economist says the state’s 
faith in farmers seems to 
be well-placed. 

Bill Golden said farm-
ers in the Sheridan 6 Local 
Enhanced Management 
Area – a high priority area 
located within Groundwa-
ter Management District #4 
in northwest Kansas – have 
reduced their water use by 
at least 20% compared to 
neighbors who have yet to 
commit to the LEMA. The 
original agreement began 
in 2013. 

“I did an economic 
study between 2006 and 
2013… and we predict-
ed that farmers (partici-
pating in a LEMA) would 
lose money,” Golden said. 
“We thought that reducing 
water use was a great idea; 
it’s going to help the Ogal-
lala Aquifer, but you’re 
going to lose some money.” 

That has not turned out 
to be the case, according 
to Golden, who says that 
because they improved 
efficiency on their farm – 
such as taking advantage 
of available rainfall, im-
plementing soil moisture 
monitors or changing their 
seeding and fertilizer 
rates – farmers actually 
are making more money 
on their cropland. 

“At the end of the first 
five years (2018), the pro-
ducers in Sheridan 6 de-
cided to continue what 
they were doing,” Golden 
said. “In fact, Groundwater 
Management District No. 
4 decided to have a dis-
trict-wide LEMA.” 

LEMAs became part of 
Kansas water law in 2012 
when the state’s legislature 
passed SB 310. A LEMA is 
a producer-driven conser-
vation program in which 
farmers form a contract 
with the Kansas Division 
of Water Resources to vol-
untarily reduce their use 
of water. The agreement 
can be for any amount of 
time and include whatever 

goals the farmers decide 
upon. 

In the Sheridan 6 
LEMA, farmers originally 
decided to reduce water 
use by 20% over five years, 
which amounted to an allo-
cation of 55 inches of water 
per acre over a five-year 
period. Some years, they 
might use more of their 
allocation; other years, a 
little less. 

“The Kansas Geological 
Survey monitors water lev-
els in the Ogallala Aquifer 
and what they have found 
is that the levels used to 
drop two to three feet per 
year (prior to LEMAs),” 
Golden said. “Now, they’re 
finding that it’s dropping 
just two to three inches for 
the year. So in that area, 
we have nearly stabilized 
the depletion of the aqui-
fer.” 

Golden said farm-
ers’ concerns at one time 
centered on a misunder-
standing that the water in 
an aquifer moves quick-
ly, which meant that if 
they didn’t use it today, it 
wouldn’t be there to use 
later on. 

“But the Kansas Geo-
logical Survey has done a 
study that indicates that 
water is not moving (quick-
ly),” Golden said. “The 
message for farmers is that 
the water you save today is 
going to be the water you 
can use next year or in ten 
years from now, or 20 years 
from now.” 

Golden said farmers 
also worried that using 
less water would reduce 
yields and thus make the 
value of land – particu-
larly rented land – less 
valuable. But the most re-

cent studies showing that 
farmers continue to pro-
duce good yields and be 
profitable while reducing 
water has debunked those 
thoughts. 

“There’s not a lot of 
things wrong with the 
LEMA program and water 
conservation efforts in 
those areas right now,” 
Golden said. “They’re 
working out very well. It’s 
just a matter of how do 
you convince everybody to 
do it?” 

Golden’s full report is 
available online. He also 
was a guest recently on 
Kansas State University’s 
weekday podcast, Agricul-
ture Today. 

More information is 
also available by contact-
ing a Kansas watershed 
specialist, or the Kansas 
Center for Agricultural 
Resources and the Envi-
ronment. 

It was a scary moment.  
The big Clydesdale horse 
was part of an eight-horse 
hitch pulling a wagon.  But 
as the lead horses circled 
around, one horse in the 
middle fell and found him-
self entangled in the har-
ness, unable to get up.  His 
struggles started to upset 
the other horses.  Was this 
incident headed for disas-
ter? 

It’s something you never 
want to see.  With livestock, 
anything can happen.  
Once in a great while, a 
racehorse will break a leg 
at the track and tragical-
ly have to be euthanized, 
for example.  This incident 
with the Clydesdales hap-
pened right in the middle 
of a performance at the 
San Antonio Stock Show 
and Rodeo.  Because of 
modern technology, the 
entire incident was cap-
tured on video and posted 
on YouTube. 

It’s like a football play-
er tripping over his own 
feet during the Super 
Bowl, while everybody’s 
watching.  That would be 
my luck.   

I happened to see the 
video of the Clydesdale in-
cident on YouTube.  The 
Budweiser Clydesdales 
were making an appear-
ance at the rodeo.  As the 

lead horses turned in a 
circle, one of the middle 
horses happened to fall, 
his harness caught and he 
couldn’t get up.  Once he 
was tangled and couldn’t 
get up, his natural instinct 
was to panic which could 
cause the other horses to 
spook and panic as well.  If 
a horse tries to bolt with a 
loaded wagon, bad things 
can happen.  A horse’s nat-
ural defense mechanism is 
to run away from trouble.  
In this case it could have 
led to disaster. 

But that is not what hap-
pened.  The preparedness 
and professionalism of the 
horse handlers, plus the 
training and disposition 
of the horses themselves, 
came to the forefront. 

The driver of the team 
stayed on the wagon hold-
ing the reins and the “shot-
gun” rider (the second 
teamster) immediately got 
down from the wagon and 
went to the horses.  His 
first role was to calm the 
downed horse as well as 
the other horses.   As he 
de-escalated the situation, 
the team of people who ac-
company the Clydesdales 
hurried to the scene on the 
arena floor. 

After determining that 
there was not a major in-

jury to the horse, the crew 
calmly went about un-
tangling the harness and 
then separating the hors-
es.  The lead horses were 
unhitched and pulled for-
ward.  The harness was re-
leased, and eventually the 
wheel horses pulled the 
wagon forward by them-
selves. 

A major shout-out to 
the rodeo announcer while 
all this was going on.  He 
stayed cool, kept the au-
dience informed about 
what was going on in this 
unexpected situation, and 
explained how we care for 
our livestock and want to 
assure their health and 
safety.  He reassured the 
listening public and also 
said it wouldn’t hurt to say 
a little prayer to make sure 
everything is okay.  He was 
prepared and had some 
additional facts to share 
about these remarkable 
horses as the handlers did 
their work. 

They got the fallen 
horse untangled.  After a 
few minutes to gather his 
strength, the horse was 
able to stand up on his 
own.  He walked out of the 
arena on his own power, 
to a rousing ovation from 
the crowd.  I must admit 
I got choked up as the an-
nouncer called for a round 
of applause for these pro-
fessional handlers.  After 
a vet check, Budweiser re-
ported that the horse was 
fine. 

It was a scary moment, 
happening on a big stage.  
The video of this incident 
has had more than 3.8 mil-
lion views.  But instead of 
seeing a disaster, the view-
ers saw a demonstration 
of professionalism, good 
training, and a safe and 
healthy horse.  Good work! 

Tripped Up

Fallen and I Can’t Get Up 
By Ron Wilson, Poet Lariat 
 It was a routine performance, 

down in San Antonio, 
Where the Clydesdales 

were performing at the annual rodeo. 
But when the lead horses turned, 
one horse happened to fall down, 

Got entangled in the harness 
and not free to get around. 
It could have been disaster 

as he struggled to break free, 
If the other horses panicked in their mentality. 

Instead, the driver and the handlers 
were quickly on the scene, 
To calm the horses down 

and to keep the place serene. 
They calmly took apart the harness, 

handling the situation well, 
Maintaining health and safety,
as the announcer chose to tell. 
He calmly shared the situation 

on the rodeo microphone, 
Till that horse stood up 

and walked from the arena on his own.  
It could have been disaster 

if it had taken different courses. 
Instead, it demonstrated 

good handlers and good horses. 
 

Happy Trails!

Four basic 
fundamentals 
of pasture 
recovery

Springtime brings a 
wealth of cattle and pas-
ture management tasks. 
Truth be told: It can be 
overwhelming. And we’ve 
had all winter to think 
about what we’d like to do 
differently this year, right? 
So where to start?

Jeff Clark, Range and 
Pasture market develop-
ment specialist for Corteva 
Agriscience, suggests pro-
ducers shorten their to-do 
list and concentrate on fun-
damental factors of pasture 
management.

1. Soil health. Soil fertil-
ity is your “engine.” Take 
soil samples. And then fol-
low the soil sample recom-
mendations! Invest in pas-
tures and empower grasses 
to fuel your cattle.

2. Weed management. 
Identify weed problems in 
the spring or summer and 
how they affect investment. 
Do not use a “shotgun ap-
proach.” Instead, concen-
trate on the top culprits.

a. Take care of your hay-
fields first.

b. Then move to grazing 
pastures.

3. Grazing management. 
Don’t stress pastures by 
overgrazing and risk kill-
ing the roots. The plant can 
only grow what the root can 
provide.

4. Watch stocking rate. 
Although it’s not always an 
easy decision, take advan-
tage of higher cattle prices 
to cull underperforming 
animals more tightly. Re-
turn the money to invest in 
pasture improvement pro-
grams.

New Address?

Let us know!
Contact Kevin to update 

your Grass & Grain 
subscription:

agpress3@agpress.com
785-539-7558
1531 Yuma St., 

Manhattan, KS 66502

GRASS & GRAIN
ONLINE ONLY

Arrives in your Inbox every Monday between 12-1pm

1 year - $35    Other options also available

Email is required.

TO SWITCH OR SUBSCRIBE CONTACT KEVIN:
CALL 785-539-7558  •  EMAIL: agpress3@agpress.com

Or stop by: 1531 Yuma St., Manhattan, KS

*Online edition is FREE to all Paid Mail Subscribers

G R A S S A NIARGDN .COM

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023 * 10:00 AM
WEST STATE STREET ROAD - SALINA, KS 67401

(Across from gas storage tanks)
John Deere 4320 diesel tractor with Farmhand F2500 load-
er/bale fork & rear weights; John Deere 4010 gas tractor 
3 pt PTO; Ford AH412T diesel tractor 3 pt PTO; 3-jobsite 
semi-trailers (titled); 2009 Fleetwood Mallard camper with 
slide (nice); 2002 Coleman pop-up camper (nice), 8x16 met-
al guard shack; small foreign truck (bill of sale); 2 decora-
tive wrought iron gates; Approx. 15,000 sqft used 26 ga. 
metal roofing; new metal siding; 13 new 255/70 R17 tires off 
1/2 ton pickup (Ks Dept. of Wildlife) & much more!! 

Go to: SOLDBYWILSON.COM For more info & Pics
Any announcement made the day of sale takes precedence over any printed matter.

Wilson Realty & Auction Service
PO Box 1695, Salina, KS 67402-1695

LONNIE WILSON, Auctioneer – 785-826-7800 
OFFICE – 785-823-1177

MORRIS COUNTY LaNd aUCTION
FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023 - 7:00 PM

Location: At the Community Center, 118 W. Mackenzie St., 
WHITE CITY, KS

314 acres m/l of native grass, 3 ponds 
E/2 of 31-15-7, Morris County, Kansas * 1901 P Ave., Wilsey, KS

Seller: ERNEST & KAREN AUGUSTEIN
Phone: 785-466-1114

For more information, terms & pictures, see us on Facebook or
www.claycenterrealestate.com

Gail Hauserman, Agent/Auctioneer
Phone: 785-447-0686

Office Phone: 785-632-3373

Auction conducted by Homestead Real Estate

Mike Blevins Estate Auction
Saturday, April 22, 2023 @ 10 AM

31971 235th Easton, KS 66020

View Full Listings and Photos at:
https://phillipsauctioneer.com/2023/04/22/

Pickup/Tractors & Trailers

Farm, Hay Equipment, Supplies,
IH Tractor Parts, Semi-Truck Parts

& Misc.

Tools & Rotary Lift

Snap On/Mac Matco Tools,
Craftsman, Saddles, Tack & Suplies.

Due to the recent passing of Mike Blevins, we will sell his personal tools and equipment to 
the highest bidder.

Ben Phillips & Associates
Bennie Phillips, Auctioneer - (913) 927-8570

Auctioneer Note: This is a very large offering of tractors, equipment and tools. 
As Mike has been local mechanic his entire life, everything have been very

well maintained. Refreshments available. 

Cash or good checks accepted with proper ID. Credit cards accepted w4% fee. 
All items sold as-is where is with no warranties wither written or implied.

All announcements day of sale take precedence over printed material.
We are not responsible for accidents, or errors in advertising.

Bad check writers will be prosecuted.

Simulcast live on apro.bid. 10% buyers premium on all internet sales (max $200 per item)
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Do your research on soybean seed treatments
By David Hallauer, 

Meadowlark District 
Extension agent, crops 
and soils/horticulture
As the popularity of 

early planted soybeans 

has increased, so, should 
our knowledge of soy-
bean seed treatments. 
A soybean that emerges 
quickly and gets grow-
ing generally tolerates 

disease/insect pressure 
better than one sitting 
in cold, damp soils (if it 
survives – will it thrive?). 
Soybean seed treatments 
may help in those cooler, 
damper conditions, but 
there are limits.

Annual losses to soy-
bean seedling diseases 
or seed rots is estimat-
ed at around two bushels 
per acre. Pythium, Rhi-
zoctonia, and Fusarium 
are the primary culprits 
(field history and post 
planting conditions can 
be huge factors). A look 
at a seed tag can give you 
the treatment, but you 

may have to dig a little to 
determine whether the 
treatment fits the disease 
you’re facing (example: 
metalaxyl and mefenox-
am are active against 
Pythium/Phytophthora, 
but not Fusarium or Rhi-
zoctonia). While you’re 
looking, check out prod-
uct rates. Fields with a 
history of Phytophthora, 
for example, may require 
higher rates of a seed 
treatment to be effective. 
Seed treatments typical-
ly provide some level of 
protection against dis-
ease for approximately 
three weeks after plant-

ing, with contact fun-
gicides having shorter 
residuals than systemic 
products. 

Make plans for scout-
ing as well. Plant stand 
issues aren’t always dis-
ease related (compac-
tion, excess residue, and 
planting depth issues 
come to mind). To help 
delineate between dis-

ease issues – or some-
thing else, check out 
this helpful reference 
from the Crop Protection 
Network: https://crop-
protectionnetwork.org/
resources/publications/
seedling-diseases . With 
luck, maybe it will help 
reduce that two-bushel-
per-acre average seed-
ling disease loss.

Kansas prospective 
planting report 
released by NASS

Kansas corn growers intend to plant 5.60 million acres 
this year, up 2% from 2022, according to the USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics Service. Soybean planted 
acreage is expected to be 4.60 million acres, down 9% 
from last year. Winter wheat acres seeded in the fall of 
2022 are estimated at 8.10 million, up 11% from last year. 
Sorghum growers in Kansas intend to plant 3.15 million 
acres, down 5% from a year ago. All hay acreage to be 
harvested is expected to total 2.50 million acres, down 
4% from last year’s acreage. Sunflower producers expect 
to plant 64,000 acres, up 52% from 2022. Oil varieties ac-
count for 52,000 acres, up 63% from a year ago. Non-oil 
varieties made up the balance of 12,000 acres, up 20%. Oat 
intentions are estimated at 130,000 acres, up 18% from 
last year. Canola planted acreage is expected to be 5,000 
acres, down 44% from 2022 and matching 2020’s record 
low planted acres. Barley area planted is expected to be 
12,000 acres, down 20% from last year. Cotton producers 
expect to plant 115,000 acres, down 30% from a year ago. 
Estimates in this report are based on a survey conducted 
during the first two weeks of March.

Every Thursday
at 12 Noon

Bob Holle, Manager • 785-562-1015

1180 US Hwy. 77,
P.O. Box 67, 

Marysville, KS 66508

TO SEE OUR LATEST DETAILED MARKET REPORTS AND 
UPCOMING CONSIGNMENTS AND SPECIAL SALES

www.marysvillelivestock.com
Market Report for 4-6-23. 1146 Head Sold. COW/CALF 

PAIRS:
$1900-$1400

HEIFERS PAIRS:
$2300-$1900

FALL BRED COWS:
$2300-$1700

HFRTS:
$134-$113

COWS-HIGH
YIELDING:
$104-$89

COWS-LGT 
WT & LOW 
YIELDING:

$85-$65
BULLS:

$123-$105

STEERS/BULLS
BEEF

300-400# $300.00-$255.00
400-500# $266.00-$225.00
500-600# $247.00-$205.00
600-700# $223.00-$190.00
700-800# $202.00-$188.00
800-900# N/T
900-1,000# $187.00-$180.00

HEIFERS
300-400# $239.00-$210.00
400-500# $236.00-$200.00
500-600#  $215.00-$190.00
600-700# $190.00-$175.00
700-800#  $180.00-$168.00
800-900# N/T
900-1000# N/T

Individual Report
STEERS

10 mix@395# $298.00
7 blk@475# $264.00
4 blk@551# $244.00
4 blk@#626# $219.00
58 blk@904# $187.10

HEIFERS
14 blk@444# $236.00
9 mix@528# $213.00
8 blk@610# $290.00

FIELDMEN
 Jim Dalinghaus Dave Bures, Auctioneer Jeff Cook Greg Anderson
 785-799-5643 402-239-9717 785-564-2173 785-747-8170
 Baileyville, KS Odell, Nebraska Hanover, KS Waterville, KS
 Trevor Lundberg Taylor Schotte Bill Keesecker
 785-770-2271 785-268-0430 785-410-6117
 Frankfort, KS Marysville, KS Washington, KS

Bonded & Insured

620-342-2425 or 800-835-7803 toll-free • Fax: 620-342-7741
SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY IN EMPORIA, KANSAS AT 11:00 AM

Check our website for consignments!

—   —   —   —   —   For Cattle Appraisals Call:   —   —   —   —   —
BRODY PEAK, 620-343-5107 GLENN UNRUH, 620-341-0607

LYLE WILLIAMS, Field Representative, 785-229-5457
MATT REDDING, Field Representative, 620-364-6715
DALTON HOOK, Field Representative, 785-219-2908 

WIBW 580 - 6:45 A.M. Thurs; KVOE 1400 - 6:30-6:45 A.M. Thurs. & Fri.
To see more consignments go to: emporialivestock.com

THANK YOU FOR ALL OF YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
 YOUR BUSINESS IS ALWAYS APPRECIATED!

BULLCALVES
3 wf 458@202.50
3 blk 507@235.00
11 blk 565@235.00
4 mix 521@225.00
5 blk 525@225.00
3 blk 593@217.50

HEIFERS
14 mix 377@245.00
6 mix 380@235.00
3 bkbwf 380@224.00
3 Char 368@221.00
6 blk 424@252.50
5 blk 448@247.00
5 mix 442@240.00
13 mix 407@233.00
5 blk 424@232.00
3 mix 448@227.00
6 Char 412@225.00
4 mix 461@210.00
5 Char 492@207.00
4 blk 449@195.00
11 bkbwf 507@236.00
5 mix 506@227.00
6 blk 502@225.00
3 blk 507@218.00
3 mix 543@198.00
10 mix 581@195.00
12 blk 563@194.00
5 mix 575@190.00
3 mix 557@185.00
12 mix 624@193.00
4 blk 693@193.00
3 mix 603@190.00
11 bkbwf 673@190.00
11 mix 643@185.50
6 mix 702@189.50
3 mix 723@184.50
4 blk 711@180.00
5 mix 760@178.00
3 mix 738@175.00
15 mix 797@173.00
14 bkbwf 829@180.00
4 blk 816@179.50
5 bkbwf 823@178.00
23 mix 818@176.00
31 mix 841@174.00

32 mix 858@174.00
3 mix 880@169.00
17 mix 914@166.00
6 mix 945@162.00

STEERS
3 bkbwf 318@280.00
5 Char 382@275.00
4 mix 336@247.50
3 blk 353@247.50
5 wf 312@245.00
10 mix 436@268.00
3 blk 450@267.00
6 mix 423@265.00
4 bkbwf 433@258.00
3 blk 485@257.50
8 mix 446@255.00
7 Char 479@255.00
3 mix 473@250.00
7 mix 404@190.00
8 bkbwf 500@260.00
5 bkbwf 534@252.50
3 blk 537@251.00
5 blk 502@249.00
13 mix 529@249.00
4 bkbwf 519@247.50
13 bkbwf 511@246.00
4 blk 574@245.00
5 bkbwf 525@243.00
3 blk 548@234.00
6 bkbwf 598@232.00
3 blk 662@237.00
3 Char 648@233.00
4 bkbwf 643@231.00
4 blk 614@230.00
4 mix 671@230.00
14 mix 695@216.00
3 mix 688@208.00
3 mix 737@203.00
13 mix 782@194.50
55 mix 835@188.00
11 blk 841@186.25
4 blk 826@185.00
4 mix 919@181.00
62 mix 940@180.50
9 blk 1025@177.00
59 mix 1032@175.00

Date: 4/5/23; Total Head Count: 1086
COWS: $67-$102.00; BULLS: $109-$125.00

www.centrallivestockks.com
Clint and Dalli Turpin ~ Owners

Office: 620-662-3371
Hay Auction- Every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.

Cattle Auction- Every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.
Sheep/Goat Auction- Every 3rd Saturday at 11:00 a.m.

Horse/Tack Auction- Every 2nd Saturday
Sat., April 15th - Sheep/Goat Sale

Tues., April 25th - Calf/Yearling Special
Sat., April 29th - “Going to Grass” Cow Special

ALL WEIGH COWS & BULLS SELL AT THE END

JC LivestoCk saLes inC.
  Wednesday Sale, Hogs NOON • Cattle 12:30 PM

CLay Center
LivestoCk saLes inC.

Cattle sales Tuesday, 11:00 AM. 

 KARL LANGVARDT MITCH LANGVARDT LYNN LANGVARDT
 Cell: 785-499-2945 Cell: 785-761-5814 Cell: 785-761-5813

JUNCTION CITY, KANSAS • Barn Phone 785-238-1471
 Seth Lauer 785-949-2285, Abilene

  Clay Center, Ks • Barn Phone 785-632-5566
Clay Center Field Representatives:

        Tom Koch, 785-243-5124,   Lance Lagasse, 785-262-1185

Tues. & Wed.
8:00 am

KCLY-Fm 100.9

If you need assistance in marketing your cattle please call & we will be happy to discuss it with you.

Watch online with cattleusa.com (Tab J.C. Livestock Sales)
Must register to bid.

NEXT SHEEP & GOAT SALE
SAT., MAY 6TH

Results for April 5th, 2023

STEERS: 
14 506 260.00
8 521 255.00
7 551 238.50
9 581 218.50
8 696 207.00
5 749 199.00
4 784 185.50
4 873 180.50
4 895 175.00
5 982 156.00

HEIFERS: 
8 456 229.00
8 545 210.00
3 583 199.00
9 598 187.00

3 673 181.50
6 666 178.00
5 751 175.50
7 821 174.00
7 861 160.00
2 933 150.00

TOP BUTCHER COW: 
$106.00 @ 1,840 LBS.

TOP BUTCHER BULL:
$136.00 @ 2,280 LBS.

BRED COWS:   NO TEST

PAIRS:       $1,050-$1,125

Report from April 4th, 2023

Next Alternative Animal Sale
Saturday,  April 15th - Equipment,  Poultry

Sunday, April 16th - Tack,  Hoofstock,  Alt. Animals.
— Admission Fee. —

Any questions, see our Facebook Page,
Clay Center Alternative Animal Sales.

STEERS
1 405 263.00
2 470 252.00
21 597 240.75
7 635 240.75
21 596 231.00
20 722 206.50
43 726 205.50
25 766 189.00
18 848 186.00

HEIFERS
1 405 215.00
13 634 200.50
25 596 197.75
14 697 189.00
17 742 182.50
13 911 168.75
16 829 167.50
15 926 163.00
9 1133 142.00

TOP BUTCHER COW:
$101.00 @ 1,860 LBS.
TOP BUTCHER BULL:
$124.50 @ 1,780 LBS.

PIG TOP: $95/HD @ 85 LBS.

FALL COWS
8  $1,900
5  $1,875
6  $1,800
5  $1,650

FALL BRED HEIFERS
5  $2,025
45  $2,000
9  $1,985
8  $1,960

SPRING PAIRS - 2 YR
8  $2,725
6  $2,675
7  $2,575
7  $2,475
14  $2,400
20  $2,350

FALL PAIRS:
$3,000-$3,300

SPRING PAIRS:
$1,325-$2,275

EARLY CONSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL 12
• 125 blk X .........................................450-750# ..............................................w.v.
• 18 blk X ...........................................500-600# ..............................................w.v.
• 8 blk X .............................................450-550# ..............................................w.v.
• 42 blk X ...........................................400-600# ...........................off cow, pre-vac

PLUS MORE BY SALE TIME!

Online Edition

Only $35 for one year (52 issues)

Arrives in your email every Monday

ONLINE ONLY
New & Renewal Rates:
1 Year: $35 • 2 Years: $60

3 Years: $81
Email is required to receive online only edition.

To subscribe, visit
www.grassandgrain.com

or call 785-539-7558

316-320-3212
Fax: 316-320-7159

2595 SE Highway 54, P.O. Box 622, 
El Dorado, KS 67042

EL DORADO
LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.

 Josh Mueller Van Schmidt
 Owner/Barn Manager Auctioneer/Fieldman
 (316) 680-9680 (620) 345-6879
 Seth Greenwood Charly Cummings
 Asst. Barn Manager/Fieldman Auctioneer/Fieldman
 (620) 583-3338 (620) 496-7108
 Kyle Criger Brandon Fredrick
 Fieldman Fieldman
 (620) 330-3300 (620) 204-0841

Cattle Sale Every Thursday 11:00 AM

We welcome your consignments!
If you have cattle to consign or would like additional
information, please call the office at 316-320-3212

Check our website & Facebook for updated
consignments: www.eldoradolivestock.com

To stay up to date on our latest announcements you 
can “Like” us on Facebook

Next Sale: Thursday, April 13
• 32 mixed steers & heifers, home raised, double vacc, 450-650lbs
• 90 mixed steers & heifers, home raised, long weaned, 450-650lb-

steers & heifers, 400-450lbs
• 40 mixed steers & heifers, home raised, long weaned, 600-750lbs
• 60 mostly black steers & heifers, home raised, long weaned, 750-850lbs
• 3 loads red & black steers, 850-950lbs
• 60 mostly red Angus steers & heifers, HR, weaned 60+, shots, NO 

implants 500-650lbs
***

SPECIAL COW SALE Saturday, April 15
• 75 black replacement heifers, calf hooded, ready to bred
• 54 Angus & Angus cross 1st calf heifer pairs, home raised, calves 

AI sired by 3G Fireball, most are Feb calves & are worked & ready 
for grass

• 26 Angus heifer pairs, heifers originally from Blythe Angus Ranch 
and calves AI sired.

• 19 Black Angus heifers bred to Ruffell Angus bulls to calve August 
1st for 45 days

• 11 Angus heifer pairs, heifers originated from Wyoming, calves worked
• 30 Angus heifer pairs
• 10 mixed heifer pairs
• 7 Angus 3 year old pairs with February calves
• 6 Red Angus 3-4 year old pairs, 250lb calves at side
• 15 black 3-6 year old pairs, calves are black & red & have been worked
• 65 Angus 6-8 year old pairs, Fink genetics, calves 30-45 days old
• 20 SimAngus running age pairs
• 15 black running age pairs, cows have Dec-Jan calves
• 10 black bred cows 8 are coming with first calf
• 5 black running age Spring bred cows 
• 29 4-8 yr Red Angus fall pairs, Fink Angus sired calves. Cows bred 

back to Fink Angus/Registered Horned Hereford bulls, 75 day calv-
ing period to start Sept 15th. Calves have had all of their shots. 

• 41 4-8 yr black & bwf pairs, Fink Angus sired calves. Cows bred 
back to Fink Angus/Registered Horned Hereford bulls, 75 day calv-
ing period to start Sept 15th. Calves have had all of their shots. 

• 60 Fall Angus 3-5 year old bred cows calve Sept. 15th for 75 days
• 35 Fall black bred cows, 3-6 year old cows
• 46 Red Angus/Red Angus cross Fall 4-8 year cows bred to Regis-

tered Red & Black Angus bulls
• 27 mixed 3-9 year old Fall calving cows bred to Registered Red 

Angus bulls. Will calve September 20th for 30 days
• 28 Fall running age bred cows, vaccinated in December
• 10 black fall bred running age cows
• 3 14-15 month old SimAngus bulls, virgin bulls 
• 3 Registered Red Angus 18 month old virgin bulls - have been trich 

and semen tested sound
• 3 Registered black Gelbvieh bulls 3-4 years old - have been trich 

and semen tested sound
• 6 18month old black Gelbvieh bulls, no papers, all are embryo 

transplant calves, virgin bulls
• 1 3 year old Ultrablack Brangus bull, son of Vorel Currency
• 25 Red Angus replacement heifers, all shots & tract scored

GO TO OUR wEbSITE FOR DAILY CONSIGNmENT UpDATES
www.ELDORADOLIVESTOCK.COm

300-400 lb. steers, $241-$257; heifers, $191-$251; 400-500 
lb. steers, $211-$253; heifers, $201-$230; 500-600 lb. steers, 
$205-$234; heifers, $183-$206.50; 600-700 lb. steers, $191-
$221; heifers, $161-$189; 700-800 lb. steers, $180-$205; 
heifers, $165-$183; 800-900 lb. steers, $177-$193.10; heifers, 
$160-$169.50. Trend on Calves: Mostly $6-$10 higher on an 
uneven test. Trend on Feeder Cattle: Fully $7-$10 higher. 
Butcher Cows: High dressing cows $94-$114; Avg. dressing 
cows $84-$93; Low dressing cows $60-$80. Butcher Bulls: 
Avg. to high dressing bulls $100-$120. Trend on Cows & 
Bulls: Steady to $2 higher.

Some Highlights Include:

Market Report - Sale Date 4-6-23. 692 head

HEIFERS
4 blk 414@230.00
3 blk 445@208.00
6 mix 540@206.50
6 blk 693@182.00
33 mix 722@177.00
60 mix 745@183.00

STEERS
3 blk 338@257.00
7 blk 421@253.00
4 mix 593@221.00
13 blk 700@205.00
6 mix 782@191.00
17 blk 834@185.50
65 mix 842@193.10
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Corah, Nichols: life lessons and thoughts on the 
future of education, associations and cattle business

By Miranda Reiman
There could come a day 

when breed associations 
are no longer relevant. But 
in an ever-changing world 
of cattle breeding and 
marketing, they might be 
even more important than 
they once were.

That’s according to 
Larry Corah, professor 
emeritus at Kansas State 
University and former vice 

president of supply at Cer-
tified Angus Beef. 

“When all the genomic 
information, genetic in-
formation, started floating 
out, one of the conversa-
tions we’d hear a lot is ‘will 
breed associations exist in 
five years, ten years’ time?’ 
That was really common. I 
don’t hear that today,” he 
says. “I think as you look to 
the future, I would argue, 

in many ways, breed as-
sociations could play an 
even bigger role than they 
do today.” Corah and his 
friend and colleague Dave 
Nichols, longtime animal 
scientist at Kansas State 
University and now also a 
professor emeritus, joined 
The Angus Conversation to 
talk about the long history 
of innovation in the cattle 
business and the evolving 

roles of associations and 
land-grant institutions. 

Impressive, upward 
change in the beef busi-
ness can be attributed to 
new discoveries, appli-
cation of tools and more 
collective knowledge, they 
say. Cattlemen have im-
plemented that to reach 
heights that were just a 
far-fetched dream even at 
the turn of the century. 

They recalled the early 
days of artificial insemina-
tion, the decline and then 
rise in beef quality and the 
makeup of students when 
they started compared to 
today. 

“I would never have 
imagined the changes we 
would’ve seen,” Nichols 
says. The cattle have im-
proved so much he’s had 
recent challenges that 

would have seemed laugh-
able not long ago. “One 
of the problems we have 
right now, we have a calv-
ing class and our chal-
lenge is we don’t have any 
assists.” 

Corah says the Angus 
breed has an “obligation” 
to continue that kind of 
advancement, for both its 
members and its custom-
ers. 

Cow Power delivers validation and EPD accuracy
Dr. Bob Weaber, Kansas 

State University, share in a 
recent interview the merit 
and value of establishing 
“Cow Power,” a female 
genotyping project that is 
a collaborative effort be-
tween the American Gel-
bvieh Association (AGA), 
American Gelbvieh Foun-
dation (AGF) and Neogen 
to increase the number of 
genotypes and phenotypic 
information on females in 
the AGA herdbook. The in-
formation allows produc-
ers to make data-driven 
female selections for their 
herd on an ongoing basis. 

Weaber, who serves as 
a genetics consultant for 
the AGA, says that collect-
ing genotypic information 
from cow herds is an ex-
cellent way to establish 
and maintain validated, 
parent-verified pedigrees 
on cows in the herd.

He says that the true 
value of the Cow Power 
project is found in ge-
notyping because of the 
significant amount of in-
formation it adds to the 
genetic evaluation system. 

“The accuracies of the 
EPDs on those females 
improve to provide more 
precise breeding opportu-
nities for those cows,” he 
says. “By gathering the ge-
nomic information, we get 
more information about 
that cow’s genetic poten-
tial and her lifetime pro-
duction. Genotyping cows 
or heifers early in their 
life provides opportunities 
for more precise breeding 
of those females, and ge-
notyping allows us to track 
out a cow’s trajectory and 
your herd’s trajectory for 
genetic trends using that 
genomic information.”

Weaber shares that 
even in well-managed 
herds, somewhere be-
tween five and ten percent 
of the pedigrees are incor-
rect. And while he says 
those discrepancies aren’t 
anyone’s fault, they do im-
pact the accuracies of the 
EPDs that are calculated 
from those animals. The 
Cow Power project is in-
strumental in resolving 
pedigree discrepancies, 
allowing producers to 
know what the pedigree 
is, and providing accurate 
values for EPD calcula-
tion. 

Not only does the infor-
mation collected help to 
strengthen the AGA’s data-
base and improve genetic 
predictions, members will 
also see benefit by having 
this information collect-
ed on their own cow herd. 
Because females typical-
ly only have one calf per 
year, it can take years be-
fore data is collected on 
even just a handful of her 
progeny. For traits such as 
weaning weight and year-
ling weight, a genomic test 
can offer as much infor-
mation as having 25 calves 
on the ground. For mar-
bling and back fat, it’s the 
equivalent of having ten 
progeny reported for those 
traits. Having this type of 
information on every fe-
male in the herd not only 
helps increase the accura-
cy of the EPDs but allows 
producers the knowledge 
to make more informed 
breeding and selection de-
cisions. 

Producers who par-
ticipate and remain en-
gaged in the Cow Power 

project will have access to 
the research to genotype 
replacement heifers. If a 
producer has submitted 
90% of the genotypes for 
mature cows, along with 
mature body weight and 
body condition score in 
the first year, the member 
will be eligible to submit 
replacement heifers annu-
ally at the research price 
as long as the project con-
tinues. A minimum of 90% 
of the replacement heifers 
must be tested to receive 
research pricing. 

“Cow Power allows you 
to plot your own destiny 
through the use of genom-
ic information, which al-
lows you to select heifers 
that go into the replace-
ment pen – you can really 
key in on those important 
traits based on a heifer’s 
EPDs and genomic infor-
mation,” he says. “From 
an association perspec-
tive, genotyping a broader 
group of animals in the 
population creates a great-
er representation of all 
the genotypes in the total 

herd. That data allows us 
at the research level and 
at the genetic evaluation 
level to do a better job of 
documenting differences 
in genetics because of the 
broader sampling.” 

Weaber says that cur-
rent pricing also makes 
the Cow Power project 
attractive and encourag-
es producers to invest in 
their herds by utilizing the 
technology. 

With generous support 
from the American Gelb-
vieh Foundation, the Cow 
Power project is now of-
fering a lower price for 
the genomic test. Through 
participation in the proj-
ect, members have the 
opportunity to receive a 
research price of $20 for 
a GGP-100k genomic test 
on females to DNA test 
at least 90% of their cur-
rent active cow inventory. 
Additionally, participants 
who submit both mature 
weights and body condi-
tion scores electronically 
on at least 90% of the cur-
rent active cow inventory 

will receive an addition-
al one-time $4 rebate per 
head. Thus, all females 
can receive a GGP-100k 
genomic test for only $16. 
For just $1 more than a 

parentage test, members 
are encouraged to take 
advantage of this incredi-
ble opportunity and learn 
about the cow power in 
their herd. 

GSI 
GRAIN BINS

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE
Hopper Bins Available

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Harder AG PRODUCTS
West Highway 50

PEABODY, KANSAS 66866
Phone 620-983-2158
www.grainbinsusa.com

Dan Harris, Auctioneer & Owner • 785-364-7137
Danny Deters, Corning, Auct. & Field Rep • 785-336-1622
Dick Coppinger, Winchester, Field Rep. • 913-683-5485
Steve Aeschliman, Sabetha, Field Rep. • 785-284-2417

Larry Matzke, Wheaton, Field Rep. • 785-268-0225
Craig Wischropp, Horton, Field Rep. • 785-547-5419
Mark Servaes, Atchison, Field Rep. • 816-390-2549

Barn Phone • 785-364-4114
WEBSITE: www.holtonlivestock.com

EMAIL: dan@holtonlivestock.com

Holton Livestock Exchange, Inc.
1/2 mile East of Holton, KS on 16 Highway

Livestock Auction every Tuesday at 11:00 AM
****STARTING TIME: 11:00 AM****

View our auctions live at “lmaauctions.com”

MARKET REPORT FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2023
RECEIPTS: 2273 CATTLE

FOR FULL RESULTS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.holtonlivestock.com

STEERS
3 blk Topeka 376@290.00
11 blk bwf Effingham 402@278.00
12 char blk Netawaka 425@264.00
7 blk Circleville 475@259.00
7 char blk Netawaka 493@255.00
18 rwf bwf Holton 478@255.00
5 blk Hiawatha 535@254.00
12 blk bwf Everest 552@250.00
18 blk Weston,MO 569@250.00
18 blk bwf Havensville 582@246.00
18 mix Netawaka 499@241.00
21 blk red Fairview 576@235.00
19 blk bwf Lancaster 574@232.00
25 blk Goff 617@232.00
46 blk Effingham 627@229.50
54 blk red Fairview 646@225.00
11 blk Havensville 689@224.00
33 blk Weston,MO 683@221.50
19 blk bwf Effingham 724@212.00

23 mix Seneca 638@206.00
13 blk Goff 763@199.00
61 mix Holton 858@187.10
7 rwf bwf Fairview 897@180.00
12 bwf rwf Fairview 1063@165.00

HEIFERS
15 blk bwf Holton 909@1,675.00hd
8 blk Corning 333@252.50
10 blk bwf Effingham 345@250.00
10 blk Wheaton 361@245.00
10 char blk Netawaka 389@239.00
28 blk bwf Lancaster 531@239.00
14 blk bwf Everest 522@237.00
18 blk char Effingham 475@233.00
14 char red Soldier 443@225.00
10 blk bwf Holton 579@218.00
39 blk bwf Effingham 605@217.50
20 mix Goff 658@196.00
12 blk Seneca 1042@166.50

Results for April 5, 2023

Manager: Tracy Ediger, 785-366-6645 * Barn Phone: 785-258-2205
Seth Bartel, 620-382-7041   •   Tate Becker, 785-258-4165

Dave Bures, 402-766-3743   •   Tim Wildman, 785-366-6152

KFRM AM 550, Every Wed., 8:00 a.m. • www.HeringtonLivestock.com

Herington Livestock 
commission co.

CATTLE SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY: 12:00 PM

— COWS / HFRTTS / BULLS —
 Weight Price Range
Cows: 1010-1775 $87.00-$103.00
Heifers: 900-1145 $105.00-$120.00
Bulls: 1575-2510 $112.00-$120.50

— TOP STRINGS OF EACH CLASS —
 HEAD WEIGHT PRICE
STEERS
Marion 21 blk 458 $271.00
Tampa 7 mix 459 $261.00
Herington 11 blk 341 $258.00
Herington 21 blk 431 $258.00
Strong City 4 blk 408 $256.00
Marion 26 blk 555 $255.00
Eskridge 9 blk 512 $251.00
Lincolnville 8 mix 531 $250.00
Hope 12 blk 567 $248.00
Lost Springs 14 blk 534 $247.00
Herington 30 blk 530 $245.00
Durham 23 Char 550 $242.00
Herington 5 Red 567 $241.00
Council Grove 17 blk 516 $241.00
Herington 16 mix 638 $226.00
Tampa 16 mix 610 $224.50
Eskridge 18 blk 646 $216.50
White City 10 blk 605 $211.00
Council Grove 10 mix 665 $206.00
Hope 18 blk 706 $201.25
Herington 110 blk 744 $196.00
Council Grove 13 mix 717 $190.50
Eskridge 7 blk 800 $185.25
Herington 60 mix 856 $183.25
Hope 59 mix 900 $181.25
Herington 53 mix 957 $175.00
Lincolnville 57 mix 921 $175.00
Herington 33 mix 901 $172.75
Ramona 59 mix 974 $172.50

HEIFERS
Hope 12 blk 578 $208.50
Herington 9 blk 267 $235.00
Herington 30 blk 402 $226.00
Council Grove 17 blk 456 $221.00
Durham 13 Char 466 $220.00
Lincolnville 6 mix 433 $217.00
Tampa 8 mix 473 $211.00
Herington 25 blk 528 $207.00
Lincolnville 6 blk 488 $207.00
Lincolnville 6 mix 512 $206.00
Durham 10 Char 572 $203.00
Wilsey 7 blk 578 $202.25
Herington 13 mix 502 $202.00
Tampa 58 mix 566 $202.00
Lincolnville 5 blk 704 $201.00
Council Grove 8 mix 578 $201.00
Tampa 10 mix 494 $200.00
Herington 11 mix 620 $199.50
Lost Springs 11 blk 527 $196.00
Lincolnville 5 blk 603 $192.50
Wilsey 7 blk 642 $191.50
Herington 64 blk 687 $190.25
Hope 5 blk 697 $189.00
Council Grove 22 mix 709 $186.00
White City 6 mix 698 $184.50
Herington 23 blk 752 $178.00
Herington 87 blk 812 $175.60
Herington 16 Herefords 764 $174.00
Herington 5 blk 769 $172.50
Herington 10 blk 884 $168.25
Ramona 60 mix 896 $167.00

*NEXT SALE*
APRIL 12, 2023

CHECK WEBSITE FOR CONSIGNMENTS

VALENTINE LIVESTOCK
AUCTION CO. Valentine, Neb. 

View our special sales online @ cattleusa.com
Office: 402-376-3611

Greg Arendt, Mgr., C: 402-376-4701 Brogan Arendt, Fieldman, C: 402-389-0281
For complete listing visit our website: www.valentinelivestock.net

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023
Special Feeder Sale

S.T. 12:00 Noon               Expecting 3000 hd
Listings:

Breedable Heifers:
172 .Ang NI B.V. excellent disposition-not topped ..........625-775# ............. Bryan & Ann Starr
100 .Ang & blk NI not topped disposition plus! ................575-725# ......... Rod & Sandy Ansley
70 ...blk & Ang NI .............................................................575-725# ........................Scott Divan
60 ...Ang & blk NI B.V. A.I. genetics for 20 years ............650-750# ............................DD Linse
60 ...blk NI not topped ................................................550-600# .......John Elhert & Brett Haake
40 ...Ang B.V. girth ...........................................................650-725# ................... Brett Galbraith
35 ...blk & Ang NI breedable- disposition plus! ................650-725# .......................Clint Burney
18 ...Ang NI B.V. disposition plus!- THE top end .............800# ................................Ron Fisher

200 .blk bwf (100) strs NI top of 500 ..........................800-850# ...............................Denny Witt
150 .blk, few bwf strs NI drugfree Gray Angus genes ..............625-800# ..............Butch Divan
100 .blk & Ang strs NI disposition + ...........................575-725# ............... Rod & Sandy Ansley
167 .blk (10 rd) strs NI May born cake & range  ........475-575# .................. Carnell & Shadbolt
200 .blk & Ang NI green May calves ..........................475-550# ...............Barry & Walker Wolff
130 .blk NI green ........................................................350-525# ........................ Chev Sherman
140 .blk Ang-x, Char-x & rd NI top of 230, May born........600-675# .....Charles & Joan Dickau
100 .blk, & x-bred .......................................................700-800# .........................Landing Creek
80 ...blk hfrs NI hayfed ...............................................500-550# ..........................Frauen Ranch 
80 ...blk, bwf hfrs NI ...................................................575-650# ................... H,A,C & B Heinert
25 ...blk, bwf NI...........................................................500-550# ............................... Lazy Trails
31 ...blk NI ..................................................................700-800# ......................... Jeanie Kearns
15 ...blk strs ................................................................800-850# ........................ Brad McClaren
Fall Calves: all weaned 35-50 days
250 .blk NI ..................................................................450-550# ............................Ries & Keller
250 .Ang NI ................................................................450-575# .........................Burdick Ranch
200 .blk & Ang NI .......................................................450-625# ...........................Shaffer L & C
175 .Char-x, rd & rd-x NI top of 340 ...........................450-550# ............Charles & Joan Dickau
65 ...blk & Ang strs NI ................................................550# ................................Ron Dearmont
90 ...blk (55s-35h) NI ..................................................450-575# ....................Billy & Ann Kepler

Brett Galbraith is donating an Angus hfr for a Roll Over
Auction during the sale of his hfrs, to benefit R-Calf

Early Consignments for Wed., 
April 19th — Special Cow Sale

5:00 p.m. Start Time
Many producers are selling due to the drought. Lots of quality cows coming!

Dispersal:
70) Blk fall bred cows/ 4-10 YO/ Bred Blk Angus/ Start Aug. 25 for 75 days.
Dispersal:
50) Blk/ Red pairs & heavy bred cows/ calving now/ Bred Blk or Red Angus/ calves- newborn 

– 1 ½ mo. old.
Replacement Heifers:
7-10) 8-900# Holstein hfs/ yearlings/ OCV’d/ tract checked/ ready to breed.
Bred Cows:
40) CharX fall bred cows/ 5-9 YO/ Bred RA or F1 RA/ Char bulls/ Bulls in Dec. 15.
40) Blk/ Red/ Char fall bred cows/ 4-10 YO/ Bred Ficken Blk Angus.
25) Blk bred cows/ May – June calvers.
16) 1100-1200# Blk/ Red fall breds/ 3-4 YO/ Bulls in Dec. 1/ Bred Blk or Red Angus.
Pairs:
60) CharX pairs/ 8-10 YO/ RA/ CharX calves at side/ calves ~1 mo. old.
25) Blk first calf pairs/ calves- tagged to match & worked/ cows- poured.
25) RA/ CharX pairs/ solid & short solid/ 1 1/ 2 – 2 mo. old calves/ calves worked.
20) Blk/ Red first calf pairs/ 1+ mo. old calves/ tagged to match.
20) Blk older pairs.
19) Blk pairs/ 4 YO.
10) Blk pairs/ 9 YO/ mostly Jan-Feb calves/ calves- Alpha 7 & Endovac Beef at birth/ banded/ 

no implants/ cows- Oct vac- Guardian, Vision 7 w/ Spur, ViraShield 5 VL5 & poured/ 
cows were given Endovac Beef at calving.

6-10) Blk pairs/ 6-7 YO/ Bwf calves at side/ tagged to match.

Many more consignments by sale time!

April 14th — Special Calf Sale
April 19th — (Wed.) Special Cow Sale @ 5 P.M.

April 21st — Back to Grass Sale

Please call with any questions – Sale Barn: 785-222-2586
Ryan Zeltwanger, Owner: 785-259-5420
Chandra Wegener, Owner: 620-617-7236

Ryan Wegener, Owner: 620-617-3279

To bid online, please register at lmaauctions.com 
at least 2 days prior to the sale.

Check out videos & early consignments online at 
our website, lacrosselivestock.com!
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Farm Credit Associations of Kansas and CoBank invest $1 
million in K-State College of Agriculture’s innovation centers

Four Kansas Farm Credit Associations and CoBank 
recently combined to give $1 million to support the Kan-
sas State University College of Agriculture’s innovation 
centers for grain, food, animal and agronomy research. 

This investment will fund new facilities, renovations 
of current buildings and improvements in the technolo-
gy and equipment necessary for interdisciplinary, cut-
ting-edge research, all of which will continue to enhance 
the college’s exceptional student experience. 

“An investment in Kansas State University’s innova-
tion centers is an investment in the future of U.S. agri-
culture,” said Bob Campbell, senior vice president of 
Frontier Farm Credit, speaking on behalf of Farm Credit 
Associations of Kansas and CoBank. “The university is 

focused on solving some of today’s biggest challenges in 
agriculture. The projects funded through our donation 
will enhance the university’s leadership in global food 
systems and bio-security innovations and directly bene-
fit producers and agri-businesses. We are proud to part-
ner with Kansas State University in a shared mission of 
supporting agriculture and rural communities for today 
and tomorrow.”

Contributors to this investment are Farm Credit 
of Western Kansas, Colby; High Plains Farm Credit, 
Larned; Frontier Farm Credit, Manhattan; and CoBank 
and American AgCredit, both in Wichita.

This investment supports the university’s interdisci-
plinary research initiative, which brings together the 

brightest minds from across the K-State campus to col-
laborate and work with agricultural leaders from the 
state and region.

“Our vision for our new infrastructure project is to 
create state-of-the-art space to bring many of our de-
partments together for interdisciplinary research,” said 
Ernie Minton, dean of the College of Agriculture and di-
rector of K-State Research and Extension. “The opportu-
nities and challenges we face in agriculture are complex 
in nature and increasing in number globally. We need 
to bring the best minds to the table with different skills 
and knowledge to collaborate, integrate and develop 
innovative solutions that prepare the next-generation 
workforce to keep agriculture moving forward.”

Using a standard RGB camera and AI to obtain vegetation data
Aerial imagery is a 

valuable component of 
precision agriculture, pro-
viding farmers with im-
portant information about 
crop health and yield. Im-
ages are typically obtained 
with an expensive multi-
spectral camera attached 
to a drone. But a new study 
from the University of Illi-
nois and Mississippi State 
University (MSU) shows 
that pictures from a stan-
dard red-green-blue (RGB) 
camera combined with AI 
deep learning can provide 
equivalent crop predic-
tion tools for a fraction of 
the cost.  

Multispectral cam-

eras provide color maps 
that represent vegetation 
to help farmers monitor 
plant health and spot 
problem areas. Vegetation 
indices such as the Nor-
malized Difference Vege-
tation Index (NDVI) and 
Normalized Difference 
Red Edge Index (NDRE) 
display healthy areas as 
green, while problem 
areas show up as red.   

“Typically, to do this 
you would need to have 
a near-infrared camera 
(NIR) that costs about 
$5,000. But we have shown 
that we can train AI to gen-
erate NDVI-like images 
using an RGB camera at-

tached to a low-cost drone, 
and that reduces the cost 
significantly,” says Girish 
Chowdhary, associate pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Agricultural and Bio-
logical Engineering at U 
of I and co-author on the 
paper. 

For this study, the re-
search team collected 
aerial images from corn, 
soybean, and cotton fields 
at various growth stages 
with both a multispectral 
and an RGB camera. They 
used Pix2Pix, a neural net-
work designed for image 
conversion, to translate 
the RGB images into NDVI 
and NDRE color maps 

with red and green areas. 
After first training the 
network with a large num-
ber of both multispectral 
and regular pictures, they 
tested its ability to gener-
ate NDVI/NDRE pictures 
from another set of regular 
images. 

“There is a reflective 
greenness index in the 
photos that indicates pho-
tosynthetic efficiency. It 
reflects a little bit in the 
green channel, and a lot 
in the near-infrared chan-
nel. But we have created 
a network that can extract 
it from the green channel 
by training it on the NIR 
channel. This means we 

only need the green chan-
nel, along with other con-
textual information such 
as red, blue and green pix-
els,” Chowdhary explains.

To test the accuracy of 
the AI-generated images, 
the researchers asked a 
panel of crop specialists 
to view side-by-side imag-
es of the same areas, ei-
ther generated by AI or 
taken with a multispectral 
camera. The specialists in-
dicated if they could tell 
which one was the true 
multispectral image, and 
whether they noticed any 
differences that would af-
fect their decision making. 

 The experts found no 
observable differences 
between the two sets of 
images, and they indicated 
they would make similar 
predictions from both. The 
research team also tested 
the comparison of images 
through statistical proce-
dures, confirming there 
were virtually no measur-
able differences between 
them. 

Joby Czarnecki, associ-
ate research professor at 
MSU and co-author on the 
paper, cautions that this 
doesn’t mean the two sets 
of images are identical. 

“While we can’t say the 
images would provide the 
same information under 
all conditions, for this par-
ticular issue, they allow for 
similar decisions. Near-in-
frared reflectance can 
be very critical for some 
plant decisions. Howev-
er, in this particular case, 
it’s exciting that our study 
shows you can replace an 
expensive technology with 
inexpensive artificial in-
telligence and still arrive 
at the same decision,” she 
explains.

The aerial view can 
provide information that 
is difficult to obtain from 
the ground. For example, 
areas of storm damage or 

nutrient deficiencies may 
not be easily visible at eye 
level, but can be spotted 
easily from the air. Farm-
ers with the appropriate 
authorizations may choose 
to fly their own drones, or 
they may contract a pri-
vate company to do so. Ei-
ther way, the color maps 
provide important crop 
health information need-
ed for management deci-
sions.

The AI software and 
procedures used in the 
study are available for 
companies that want to im-
plement it or expand the 
usage by training the net-
work on additional data-
sets.

“There’s a lot of poten-
tial in AI to help reduce 
costs, which is a key driv-
er for many applications 
in agriculture. If you can 
make a $600 drone more 
useful, then everybody can 
access it. And the informa-
tion would help farmers 
improve yield and be bet-
ter stewards of their land,” 
Chowdhary concludes.  

The Department of Ag-
ricultural and Biological 
Engineering is in the Col-
lege of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental 
Sciences and The Grainger 
College of Engineering at 
the University of Illinois. 

The paper, “NDVI/
NDRE prediction from 
standard RGB aerial im-
agery using deep learn-
ing,” is published in Com-
puters and Electronics 
in Agriculture [https://
doi .org /10 .1016 / j .com -
pag.2022.107396]. Authors 
include Corey Davidson, 
Vishnu Jaganathan, Arun 
Narenthiran Sivakumar, 
Joby Czarnecki and Girish 
Chowdhary. 

This work was support-
ed by the USDA National 
Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture.

1 sant gert bull 1080 @ 125.00
1 blk bull 1745 @ 123.00
1 blk bull 2035 @ 119.50
1 blk bull 1625 @ 114.00
1 blk bull 1890 @ 112.00
1 blk bull 1250 @ 111.00

  We sold 1596 cattle April 4. There was good demand 
for steer & heifer calves, weaned cattle selling steady to 
$5.00 higher & unweaned selling steady to $3.00 lower. 
Feeder steers & heifers were steady to $3.00 higher.  
Cows and bulls sold $2.00-3.00 higher.

COW/CALF PAIRS
10 blk cows/cvs @ 2450.00
1 blk cow/cf @ 2150.00
1 char cow/cf @ 1300.00

BULLS
11 blk bulls 1170 @ 141.00
1 blk bull 1015 @ 137.00

1 blk cow 1630 @ 104.00
1 bwf cow 1615 @ 103.00
1 blk cow 1190 @ 101.00
1 blk cow 1175 @ 100.00
1 sim cow 1125 @ 99.00
1 blk cow 1315 @ 98.00
1 bwf cow 1355 @ 97.00
1 blk cow 1350 @ 96.50
2 blk cows 1148 @ 96.00
2 blk cows 1318 @ 95.00
1 blk cow 1450 @ 94.00
1 blk cow 1200 @ 93.00
1 bwf cow 1145 @ 92.50
1 blk cow 1270 @ 92.00
2 bwf/red cows 1088 @ 91.50
1 blk cow 1070 @ 91.00
1 sim cow 1265 @ 90.00
1 blk cow 1340 @ 89.00
1 bwf cow 1450 @ 88.00
2 blk/bwf cows 1175 @ 87.00
1 blk cow 1375 @ 86.00
3 red/sim cows   917 @ 83.00
2 blk cows 1108 @ 82.00
1 blk cow 1120 @ 79.00
2 blk cows 1188 @ 78.00
1 bwf cow 1220 @ 77.00

BRED COWS
1 blk cow @ 1475.00
1 blk cow @ 1450.00
2 bwf cows @ 1325.00
1 blk cow @ 1275.00
2 blk cows @ 1200.00
4 blk/red cows @ 1185.00
1 limo cow @ 1025.00
2 blk/red cows @ 950.00
2 blk cows @ 850.00

5 blk/bwf hfrs 468 @ 217.00
5 blk hfrs 496 @ 217.00
10 blk/red hfrs 494 @ 215.00
16 blk hfrs 507 @ 215.00
6 blk/red hfrs 418 @ 214.00
15 blk/bwf hfrs 489 @ 214.00
11 blk/red hfrs 519 @ 211.00
10 blk/char hfrs 528 @ 207.00
STOCKER & FEEDER HEIFERS
21 blk hfrs 580 @ 208.00
4 blk hfrs 621 @ 205.00
4 blk/bwf hfrs 605 @ 202.00
3 blk/red hfrs 557 @ 199.00
6 bwf/red hfrs 616 @ 196.50
8 blk/bwf hfrs 608 @ 195.00
3 blk hfrs 563 @ 187.00
3 red/rn hfrs 763 @ 183.00
19 blk/bwf hfrs 800 @ 183.00
37 blk hfrs 713 @ 182.50
54 blk/bwf hfrs 758 @ 181.50
9 x-bred hfrs 647 @ 181.00
71 x-bred hfrs 811 @ 177.35

COWS & HEIFERETTES
1 blk hfrt 1040 @ 155.00
1 blk hfrt 1015 @ 152.00
1 bwf hfrt 1035 @ 148.00
1 blk hfrt   950 @ 138.00
1 blk cow 1440 @ 132.00
1 blk hfrt 1045 @ 131.00
1 blk hfrt 1060 @ 128.00
2 blk hfrts 1045 @ 125.00
2 red cows   920 @ 124.00
1 red cow   895 @ 118.00
3 red cows 1005 @ 117.50
3 blk cows   938 @ 117.00
1 blk cow 1085 @ 107.50
1 blk cow 1105 @ 106.00

3 blk/bwf strs 573 @ 240.00
4 blk/red strs 566 @ 238.00
16 blk strs 578 @ 232.00
4 blk/bwf strs 608 @ 231.00
6 blk/char strs 558 @ 224.00
4 blk/bwf strs 584 @ 221.00
7 blk/red strs 607 @ 220.00
12 blk strs 638 @ 220.00
4 blk strs 686 @ 214.00
34 blk/bwf strs 706 @ 211.50
4 blk strs 666 @ 210.00
27 blk/char strs 691 @ 210.00
4 blk strs 745 @ 208.00
4 blk char strs 671 @ 188.00
8 x-bred strs 675 @ 185.00
18 blk strs 841 @ 181.50
65 blk/char strs 891 @ 181.25
124 blk/red strs 935 @ 179.25
62 blk/char strs 909 @ 179.00
61 mix strs 927 @ 179.00
60 blk/char strs 949 @ 178.60
14 blk strs 911 @ 177.00

HEIFER CALVES
7 blk hfrs 535 @ 235.00
4 blk hfrs 376 @ 231.00
4 blk hfrs 340 @ 230.00
3 blk/bwf hfrs 467 @ 227.00
4 blk hfrs 348 @ 224.00
6 blk/char hfrs 368 @ 224.00
7 blk hfrs 465 @ 224.00
8 blk/bwf hfrs 546 @ 223.00
4 blk hfrs 500 @ 222.50
6 blk/char hfrs 491 @ 222.00
20 blk hfrs 484 @ 219.00
11 blk/char hfrs 478 @ 218.50

STEER & BULL CALVES
13 blk strs 538 @ 273.00
10 blk/bwf strs 405 @ 267.00
4 blk strs 450 @ 264.00
5 blk strs 428 @ 263.50
10 blk strs 483 @ 263.00
4 blk strs 426 @ 260.00
14 blk strs 530 @ 260.00
14 blk/red strs 478 @ 259.00
15 blk strs 495 @ 259.00
14 wf/bwf strs 528 @ 255.00
12 blk strs 494 @ 251.00
8 blk/bwf strs 443 @ 250.00
5 blk bulls 298 @ 250.00
7 blk/bwf strs 534 @ 245.00
6 blk strs 543 @ 245.00
11 blk/char strs 502 @ 244.00
4 blk/bwf strs 365 @ 242.00
4 blk/bwf strs 409 @ 242.00
7 blk strs 452 @ 241.00
4 blk/bwf strs 390 @ 240.00
4 blk/char strs 518 @ 238.00
6 blk strs 473 @ 235.00
3 blk bulls 393 @ 235.00
10 blk strs/bulls 455 @ 233.00
5 blk strs 372 @ 231.00
5 blk strs 445 @ 230.00
3 blk/bwf bulls 502 @ 221.00
4 blk bulls 514 @ 219.00
6 blk/char bulls 488 @ 215.00
3 blk bulls 502 @ 211.00
6 x-bred bulls 437 @ 207.00
STOCKER & FEEDER STEERS
21 blk/bwf strs 578 @ 259.00
6 blk strs 552 @ 251.00

 WATCH OUR AUCTIOnS
LIVE On DVAuctions.com

Cattle By 
Auction

STARTING TIME
10:30 AM TuesdaysSell

Or Buy

Our COnsignments can now be viewed after 12 noon on mondays by going to www.grassandgrain.com & logging onto the online subscription
FOR INFORMATION OR ESTIMATES:

REzAC BARn ST. MARyS, 785-437-2785 LELAnD BAILEy TOPEKA, 785-215-1002
DEnnIS REzAC ST. MARyS, 785-437-6349 Lynn REzAC ST. MARyS, 785-456-4943
DEnnIS’ CELL PHOnE 785-456-4187 REx ARB MELVERn, 785-224-6765
KEnnETH REzAC ST. MARyS 785-458-9071

Toll Free number...........1-800-531-1676
Website: www.rezaclivestock.com

AUCTIOnEERS: DEnnIS REzAC & REx ARB

Livestock Commission
Company, Inc.

St. Marys, Ks.

CONSIGNMENTS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 11 2023:
• 10 blk cows, 5 yrs old-short solid w/January calves
• 13 blk cows with fall calves short solid mouth 

running back with Hereford bull 12/19-2/11, 
sires of calves will be sold seperate

• 70 blk strs & hfrs, 450-550 lbs., vaccinated
• 40 blk strs & hfrs, 450-550 lbs., vaccinated
• 25 blk strs & hfrs, 500-600 lbs., vaccinated
• 70 blk heifers, 700-750 lbs.
• 126 blk heifers, 800-825 lbs.
• 62 blk steers, 875-900 lbs.
• 60 blk char steers, 925-950 lbs.
• 62 blk steers, 875-900 lbs.
• 61 blk xbred steers, 900-925 lbs.
• 65 blk steers, 825-850 lbs.
• 60 blk Char steers, 875-900 lbs.

CONSIGNMENTS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 18 2023:
• 50 blk red angus char cows 3-5 yrs old bred to 

angus char bulls for September-October calves
• 75 Red Angus strs & hfrs, 400-500 lbs., vacc.
• 35 blk strs & hfrs, 500-600 lbs., weaned, vacc.
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