
Philip Weltmer, left was selected as the new president-elect for KLA at their an-
nual membership meeting on December 2. Shawn Tiffany, right, will serve as the 
new president. 

Cattle feeder Shawn 
Tiffany of Herington is the 
new president of the Kan-
sas Livestock Association 
(KLA). He began his one-
year term in the volunteer 
position during the group’s 
annual membership meet-
ing December 2 in Wichi-
ta. Members chose Smith 
County rancher Philip 
Weltmer as the new KLA 
president-elect. Tiffany 
and Weltmer will lead the 
5,700-member organiza-
tion during the next year. 

Tiffany co-owns and op-
erates Tiffany Cattle Com-
pany, Inc. with his brother, 
Shane. The two grew up in 
the cattle feeding business 
and when the opportunity 
arose in 2007 to purchase 
the feedyard their father 
managed for several years, 
Black Diamond Custom 
Feeders near Herington, 
they saw it as a chance 
to establish something 
of their own. Since that 
time, the joint venture has 
grown to include a second 
finishing yard near Mar-
quette and a grow yard 
at Allen. Tiffany also is a 
partner in Elevate Ag, a 
company that produces bi-
ological inputs for farming 
and grazing systems. Prior 
to starting the family busi-
ness, he served as ranch 
manager for Chair Rock 
Angus near Greeley. 

Tiffany believes in 
being actively engaged in 
the organizations in which 
he is involved. He joined 
KLA because of the im-
portant role the associa-
tion plays within the in-
dustry, especially as it re-
lates to navigating regula-
tory issues. Over the years, 
he has held several posi-
tions within the organiza-
tion. He currently serves 
on the KLA executive com-
mittee and KLA board of 
directors. He served as 

chairman of the KLA Nat-
ural Resources Committee 
and was the Morris County 
KLA chairman from 2012 
to 2017. Tiffany held an at-
large position on the KLA 
board of directors from 
2019 to 2020. He partici-
pated in the 2018-19 Feed-
yard Leadership Program 
and the 2009 KLA Lead-
ership Conference. Tiffany 
serves on both the KLA 
Environmental Services, 
Inc. board of directors and 
KLA Risk Management 
Services, Inc. board of di-
rectors. He also represents 
Kansas on the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation (NCBA) board of 
directors and Internation-
al Trade Committee. Ad-
ditionally, he is active in 
his church and on various 
local committees, includ-
ing serving as president 
of the board for TCT, a 
rural telecommunications 
company. 

Tiffany received his 
bachelor’s degree in ani-
mal sciences and industry 
from Kansas State Uni-
versity in 2000. He and 
his wife, Nicky, have five 
children: Ransom, Taylor 
Jo, Ainsley, Whitney and 
Stockton. 

Weltmer represents 
the third generation of 
his family in the ranching 
business. His grandpar-
ents founded what is now 
W & S Ranch near Smith 
Center in the 1950s. Welt-
mer and his wife, Jessica, 
joined his granddad, dad 
and uncle on the ranch full 
time almost 20 years ago. 
Over the years, the fami-
ly operation has grown to 
encompass a commercial 
cow-calf herd, small reg-
istered Angus herd, feed-
yard and farming busi-
ness. All females are bred 
through artificial insem-
ination (AI) using Angus 

or SimAngus genetics and 
are followed with Angus 
bulls either raised by the 
Weltmers or purchased. AI 
and a tight calving window 
allow calves to be finished 
in the family’s feedyard as 
a more uniform cohort and 
processed at 13 and a half 
months of age.

Weltmer has been ex-
tensively involved in 
leadership in both KLA 
and NCBA. He current-
ly serves as vice chair of 
the KLA Animal Health 
and ID Committee and is 
a member of the Kansas 
Beef Council (KBC) exec-
utive committee. Weltmer 
also currently serves on 
the Federation of State 
Beef Councils board of di-
rectors and is co-chair of 
the Checkoff Nutrition & 
Health Committee. He is 
a past chair of KBC and 
served on the KLA board 
of directors from 2016 to 
2018. Weltmer was a mem-
ber of the 2008 KLA Young 
Stockmen’s Academy, 
serving as class chair, and 
participated in the NCBA 
Young Cattlemen’s Con-
ference in 2013. He also 
is a graduate of the King 
Ranch Leadership Stud-
ies Program and serves 
as president of the Smith 
County Fair Board. 

Weltmer graduated 
from K-State in 2003 with 
a bachelor’s degree in ani-
mal sciences and industry. 
He and Jessica have three 
children, Kaden, Korey 
and Kaylee.  

KLA is a 5,700-mem-
ber trade organization 
representing the state’s 
livestock business on leg-
islative, regulatory and in-
dustry issues at both the 
state and federal levels. 
The association’s work is 
funded through voluntary 
dues dollars paid by its 
members. 

Feeder, rancher elected to lead 
Kansas Livestock Association Kansas Farm Bureau president Rich Felts presided over his final annual meeting 

December 3-5 in Manhattan.                                        Photos by Donna Sullivan
Nearly 400 Farm Bu-

reau members of Kansas 
wrapped up business for 
their farm organization 
during Kansas Farm Bu-
reau’s (KFB) 104th annual 
meeting.

The policies adopted 
will now become the or-
ganization’s road map for 
the 2023 legislative ses-
sion. Topics of discussion 
included water, medical 
marijuana and energy 
production.

Wilson County farmer 
Joe Newland was elected 
president. Others elected 
to the board of directors 
include:

• George Pretz, Miami 
County

• Steve McCloud, Har-
vey County

• Doug Zillinger, Phil-
lips County

• Joe Jury, Gray Coun-
ty

• Craig Cooper, Sheri-
dan County

Outgoing KFB presi-
dent Rich Felts was hon-
ored at Sunday’s banquet, 
including remarks from 
Sen. Jerry Moran. Other 
activities included a host 
of agriculture-related 
workshops and speakers, 
including a keynote from 
Gregg Doud, former chief 
agricultural negotiator 
with the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative.

Sen. Roger Marshall 
and Rep. Tracey Mann 
spoke during a policy up-
date, which also includ-

ed briefings from Kansas 
Farm Bureau staff on is-
sues important to agricul-
ture.

County Farm Bureaus 
and volunteers were rec-
ognized for their 2022 
achievements.

Nearly $5,600 was 
raised through a silent 

auction sponsored by 
the Women’s Leadership 
Committee for the End 
Hunger campaign. KFB 
Foundations’ Fundrais-
er “Let the Good Times 
Roll” raised more than 
$25,000, which also bene-
fits the End Hunger cam-
paign.

Farmers and ranchers elect 
president, complete business 
at 104th annual meeting

Joe Newland was elected the new president of Kan-
sas Farm Bureau. Newland had been representing 
District 13 in the Kansas legislature since 2019 and 
will resign his seat per KFB by-laws. State laws would 
have allowed him to continue to serve. In his accep-
tance speech Newland emphasized the importance 
of teamwork within the organization to tackle import-
ant issues. The legalization of medical marijuana and 
renewable energy as it pertains to property rights 
and the use of  prime agricultural land were topics 
that emerged during the annual meeting of voting 
delegates.

Senators introduce bill to protect farmers 
and ranchers from SEC climate rules

U.S. Senators John 
Boozman (R-AR), ranking 
member of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry, 
and Mike Braun (R-IN) 
introduced legislation to 
protect family farmers 
and ranchers from bur-
densome greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions reporting 
rules proposed by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC).

In March 2021, the SEC 
announced a climate dis-
closure proposal that 
would require all public 
companies to disclose 
GHG emissions from oper-
ations a company owns or 
controls; from the genera-
tion of purchased electric-

ity, steam, heat or cooling 
consumed by company op-
erations; and, if material, 
indirect GHG emissions 
that occur in the upstream 
and downstream activi-
ties of a registrant’s value 
chain.

The value chain re-
porting component of this 
proposal would place an 
undue burden on the farm-
ers and ranchers who pro-
vide raw products to the 
value chain, inundating 
small, family-owned farms 
with costly compliance re-
quirements.

The Protect Farmers 
from the SEC Act will ex-
empt family farmers and 
ranchers from these re-
porting requirements, 

ensuring they are not re-
quired to track and dis-
close granular on-farm 
data regarding individual 
operations and day-to-day 
activities in order to stay 
compliant with the com-
panies that purchase their 
products.

National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA) 
announced support for the 
Senate version of the Pro-
tect Farmers from the SEC 
Act.

“The Securities and Ex-
change Commission’s over-
ly broad rulemaking has 
the potential to increase 
burdens on cattle produc-
ers by requiring data that 
is impossible to provide,” 
said NCBA chief coun-
sel Mary-Thomas Hart. 
“NCBA is proud to support 
the Protect Farmers from 
the SEC Act because it en-
sures that federal regula-
tors do not overstep their 
jurisdiction and it protects 
cattle producers from ad-
ditional government red 
tape. We thank Senators 
Boozman and Braun for 
their focus on this issue.”

According to the weekly Kansas Crop Progress and Condition Report from 
National Agriculture Statistics Service published December 5, cotton harvested 
in Kansas was 95%, ahead of 85% last year, and well ahead of 69% average. A 
November report forecast cotton production at 175,000 bales, down 6% from last 
year. Acreage for harvest, at 152,000 acres, is up 50,000 acres from 2021. Yield 
is forecast at 553 pounds per acre, down 327 pounds per acre from a year ago 
The field above is south of Little River. 

The report also indicated winter wheat condition rated 18% very poor, 24% 
poor, 36% fair, 20% good, and 2% excellent. Winter wheat emerged was 89%, 
behind 98% last year and 94% for the five-year average.

Cotton harvest nearly complete
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By Kim Baldwin, 
McPherson County farmer 

and rancher
The rush is on as the 

hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season ramps up! 
It seems like there’s never 
enough hours in the days, 
or days in the weeks lead-
ing up to Christmas.

As a parent, small-busi-
ness owner, communi-
ty member and farmer, 
there’s just a lot to accom-
plish immediately after 
washing the dishes from 
our Thanksgiving meal.

As a parent, keeping 

track of the Christmas par-
ties and holiday-themed 
school days for my two 
young children requires 
organization and focus. 

Throughout the year, 
I keep track of the “nor-
mal” school things needed 
to be done like the min-
utes we read nightly, the 
weekly spelling words 
needing attention at home, 
and making sure the kids 
have their library books 
read and ready to return 
on their assigned library 
days. 

But this month I’m hy-

per-alert to knowing when 
“Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Day” is compared to when 
“Santa’s Ho-Ho-Hoedown 
Day” is to insure my kids 
participate in at least 
some of their school’s 
countdown to Christmas 
Break spirit days – 15 
themed spirit days in all. 

One of my greatest fears 
this month has become the 
thought of sending the kids 
to school wearing their pa-
jamas for “Dream a Little 
Dream Day” when they 
should be wearing a scarf 
for “Deck Your Neck Day” 
or forgetting to dig out Ha-
waiian shirts for “Christ-
mas Vacation Day”. 

I’ve concluded that if 
there are prizes for most 
spirited this month at 
school, the Baldwin kids 
probably won’t make the 
cut. I’ll consider it a win if 
I remember to send lunch 

money on the day the 
school serves their Christ-
mas ham meal later this 
month!

On the farm, there’s 
a list of things we try to 
get done every December. 
Currently, that list has us 
trying to get fields fertil-
ized before any potential 
snow falls. This responsi-
bility mainly falls on my 
husband as I dedicate my 
days fulfilling holiday or-
ders and making multiple 
trips to the post office for 
our small business. 

There are parties and 
practices and community 
events and performances 
and games and top-secret 
shopping trips also on my 
December calendar.

My December start-
ed out with an incredibly 
busy day, which transi-
tioned into an equally 
busy evening consisting of 

shuttling kids from school 
to basketball practice and 
then home for showers and 
food, only to drive them 
back to town to practice 
their church Christmas 
program. I was able to 
briefly catch my breath 
after handing the kids 
off to my husband before 
making my way to choir 
practice. 

Getting home shortly 
before 9 that night, I col-
lapsed on the couch ready 
to unwind from a busy, 
busy day. However, I got a 
phone call from my father-
in-law instead. 

It turned out my day 
was not done just yet. In-
stead, I put on my cover-
alls and headed out to the 
barn to watch over a ewe 
who had just lambed. 

Peeking into the lamb-
ing pen that was now occu-
pied by the ewe with her 

tiny, wet lamb with wobbly 
legs brought me a calm I 
had not experienced that 
day. 

Under a clear, dark 
December sky with stars 
shining bright above us, 
a new mother with her 
newborn lying in a bed of 
straw reminded me of the 
true spirit of this season. 
And all was calm.

May you have at least 
one moment this month 
which causes you to pause 
amongst the holiday hustle 
and bustle in order to ex-
perience the true spirit of 
the season.

“Insight” is a weekly col-
umn published by Kansas 
Farm Bureau, the state’s 
largest farm organization, 
whose mission is to strength-
en agriculture and the lives 
of Kansans through advo-
cacy, education and service. 

The Spirit of the Season

Kansas Farmers Union members adopt policy, elect 
board members, honor awardees at Salina convention
By Nick Levendofsky, KFU 

Executive Director
Grassroots policy de-

velopment took center 
stage at the annual Kan-
sas Farmers Union (KFU) 
state convention in Sali-
na November 30–Decem-
ber 1 when members from 
across the state gathered 
to debate and adopt policy 
for the 2023 state legisla-
tive session.

Led by Policy Chair Tom 
Giessel, Larned, delegates 
renewed past policy such 
as support for Medicaid 
expansion, the legaliza-
tion of medical marijuana, 
and sustainable agricul-
ture water use. Delegates 
also debated new issues 
including mitigating/regu-
lating Per- and Polyfluoro-
alkyl Substances (PFAS), 
regenerative sustainable 

agriculture research fund-
ing, revitalization of the 
nation’s passenger and 
freight railroad systems, 
human health and social 
impacts linked to climate 
change; and protecting 
and strengthening voting 
rights and democracy.

“Policy is the keystone 
of our convention,” Gies-
sel said. “Once again, 
our farmers and rancher 
members assembled to 
meld their collective con-
sciousness into a docu-
ment which reinforces our 
longstanding commitment 
to community. The broad-
based document reflects 
our proud heritage and 
vision for the future. We 
recognize the power of en-
ergetic debate and diverse 
opinions in a setting that 
allows everyone to con-

tribute on equal footing. 
It serves as an annual pil-
grimage for the common 
good, as well as the good of 
the ‘Commons.’”

Delegates also passed 
four Special Orders of 
Business which are key 
priorities for the organi-
zation in the coming year: 
Debt Relief for Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmers, 
Fairness for Farmers 
and Rebuilding Regional 
Economies and Communi-
ties, Pandemics and the 
Need for Robust Public 
Health Policy, and the 
Protecting & Preserving 
the United States Postal 
Service.

Pottawatomie County 
farmer Donn Teske was 
re-elected to his 20th term 
as president of the organi-
zation. “Our state conven-

tion is functional, bringing 
our members’ grassroots 
policy to be worked, but it 
really is wonderful when 
it can offer a conduit of 
networking that helps our 
members experience a 
wider world and to share 
with others what’s so truly 
special about rural Kan-
sas,” Teske stated. “The 
networking at convention 
was wonderful, both be-
tween members and be-
tween ally organizations. 
It’s special that Farm Aid’s 
program director deemed 
it worthwhile to come and 
learn about rural Kansas 
at the ground level from 
our members. We had rep-
resentation networking 
with us from the Kansas 
Rural Center, the Amer-
ican Agriculture Move-
ment, The Land Institute, 
Farm Credit, and so many 
others,” Teske added.

Jill Elmers, Lawrence, 
and Donna Pearson Mc-
Clish, Wichita, were both 
re-elected to three-year 
terms to the KFU Board 

of Directors. Jack Geiger, 
Robinson, was appointed 
state treasurer and long-
time state treasurer Herb 
Bartel, Hillsboro, was ap-
pointed to an at-large po-
sition by the KFU Board 
of Directors during their 
reorganization meeting. 
Members also elected del-
egates to the 121st Nation-
al Farmers Union Conven-
tion, which takes place 
March 5-7 in San Francis-
co, Cal.

Each year, KFU honors 
the legacy of Ruth Hirsh 
through an award in her 
name which is presented 
to an individual who has 
made a significant contri-
bution to agriculture and 
the efforts of the Farmers 
Union. This year the award 
was given to Sarah Gideon, 
MBA, executive director 
of the Health Innovations 
Network of Kansas, Inc. 
(HINK) for her outstanding 
advocacy for family farmer 
mental health. Tom Gies-
sel, Larned, was awarded 
the Linda Hessman Life-

time Achievement Award 
to Rural Kansas; Rosan-
na Bauman, Garnett, was 
awarded the Emerging 
Leader Award; and Jeff 
Kindel, Concordia, was 
awarded the Farmers 
Union Insurance Agent of 
the Year Award.

KFU members and 
guests raised over $1,500 
during a live auction to 
benefit the Kansas Farm-
ers Union Foundation. 
Convention sponsors in-
cluded Farmers Union 
Midwest Agency, Farmers 
Union Insurance, Kansas 
State University’s Cen-
ter for Sustainable Agri-
culture and Alternative 
Crops, Kansas Rural Cen-
ter, and Humanities Kan-
sas.

  I knew I was going to be gone for 
four days so I spent all day making sure 
everything was taken care of. I hauled 
hay out to every feeder and filled every 
water tank. I even planned ahead to the 
point I had taken a fresh battery out to 
all the fencers, went around the fence 
and made sure everything was in tip- top 
shape. I thought I had checked every de-
tail and l left Friday night feeling pretty 
smug. I guess that was my downfall.
  Saturday morning, I got a call from my 
neighbor Bryan,  telling me I had a cou-
ple of cows out. Tatum was home doing 
chores, so I texted her and she went out 
to put them in. They went back in with-
out much hassle, and she quickly found 
the hole they got out of. A quick fix and 
a couple of insulators, the fence was 
back up, working and hot. I was a little 
bit worried, but I was sure the crisis was 
averted because my cows never try an 
electric fence twice if it is working.
  I went about my meeting and really 
didn’t give the cows a second thought 
until later that evening. That is when 
my neighbor called again to tell me 
they were out again. Now I was getting 
concerned, Tatum went back, this time 
with reinforcements. She had called the 
guy I was having do chores when she 
went back to college. Armed with two 
sets of eyes they went over the fence 
with a fine-toothed comb. Finally, they 
decided the battery was bad and put a 
new one on. They were confident the 
problem was solved.
  It remained solved until the next morn-
ing. The same bunch of cows were once 
again out. By now they were trained 
to go back into the pasture when they 
heard the side-by-side. Tatum and Clay-
ton made a few more tweaks on the 
fence, tested it, and it was hot. All of 
us were much more concerned and a lot 
surer that the problem would pop back 
up. That night Clayton checked the cat-
tle and lo and behold, nothing was out. 
We all breathed a sigh of relief thinking 
that finally the crisis had been brought 
to an end.
  Not so fast. About dark, I got a call, 
cow in the road. Clayton went back up, 
ran the cow back in. At least this time 
she was by herself and did not corrupt 
any friends. Well, not that night anyway. 
The next morning the whole gang was 
on the wrong side of the fence. A quick 

check of the fence and Clayton found 
a couple of insulators off. An easy fix 
but it didn’t leave either of us with any 
confidence. 
  We were right. Now out of ideas, I 
talked to Bryan, my neighbor, and we 
decided they either did not like what 
they had to eat or there was less to eat 
than I had thought. He unrolled hay 
and that seemed to fix the problem for 
the rest of the day. Of course, it might 
have been that all of my help was tired 
of chasing cows and didn’t check. That 
pacified the cows for the rest of the day 
and led to a false sense of hope. Later 
that evening, sure enough, not only were 
they out but they were farther down the 
road.
  Clayton, once again, went out in the 
dusk and this time the cows found him 
and went back in. An early morning 
check revealed two pairs out. Now we 
were down to minor victories and just 
two pairs being out sure seemed like 
one. The fence was gone around once 
more and deemed hot once more. The 
biggest redeeming factor was that I was 
headed home that afternoon and I was 
going to go around the fence and fix 
anything that might even resemble a 
problem.
  I didn’t make it home before Bryan 
called me to tell me they were out. I de-
cided that Roo, the cow dog, needed to 
let off a little steam from being kenneled 
all weekend. I also was going to take 
great joy in watching her bite the cows. 
Bryan came by while I was getting them 
in and helped me go over the fence. 
We stretched the wire up as tight as we 
could, checked every insulator and cor-
ner and straightened posts up. The final 
check revealed a fence that was really 
hot, even at the end. 
  We were admiring our work as the 
cows came up to inspect it. The lead 
cow stuck her nose out and, bam, she 
got nailed. We both took a great amount 
of enjoyment from watching her jump 
back. Well, until she jumped forward 
and over the fence. Not quite clearing it 
and getting shocked the whole time. She 
bolted off, taking the fence off the insu-
lators with the rest of the herd in tow. 
Another mystery solved and another 
dilemma created. Proof once again that 
the only thing dumber than cows is the 
person that owns them.

Japan gives 
final approval 
for beef trade 
provisions

Japan’s parliament 
gave final approval to a 
deal amending a beef safe-
guard mechanism under 
the U.S.-Japan trade agree-
ment, which was signed by 
U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR) Katherine Tai re-
cently.

The change will reduce 
the probability that U.S. 
beef could be hit with high-
er Japanese tariffs, accord-
ing to USTR. Japan was the 
second largest U.S. beef 
market in 2021, totaling $2.4 
billion.

The updated safeguard 
“will ensure our farmers 
and ranchers continue to 
have access to one of the 
world’s most dynamic mar-
kets,” said Tai. “The pro-
tocol represents a founda-
tional pillar of our bilater-
al trade relationship, and I 
am grateful to our produc-
ers and stakeholders who 
helped make it possible.”
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2023 Expo to feature comedy, economic panel
Comedian C. Willi 

Myles is the headlining 
speaker at the 2023 Kan-
sas Soybean Expo sched-
uled for January 11, 2023. 
Myles’ bio describes him 
as “America’s Everyday 
Comedian” who uses 
quick wit and a great 
sense of humor to deliver 
high energy, side-split-
ting shows for all ages. 
“‘Keep ‘em laughing’ has 

been C. Willi’s goal on 
the stage over the last 18 
years and he isn’t about 
to stop” the bio contin-
ues. Myles has shared the 
stage with Aretha Frank-
lin, Ray Charles, The 
Beach Boys, Toby Keith 
and other household 
names.

The afternoon fea-
tures an informative 
90-minute economic 

panel with Mac Marshall, 
United Soybean Board 
vice president of Market 
Intelligence; Scott Gerlt, 
American Soybean Asso-
ciation Chief economist; 
and Matt Herman, Iowa 
Soybean Association se-
nior director of renew-
able product Marketing. 
The panel will include 
an opportunity to ask the 
experts questions.

Other staples of Expo, 
including the Commis-
sion Partner Updates, 
luncheon and Yield and 
Value Contests results 
announcement, are slat-
ed on the agenda as well.

Kansas Soybean Expo 
is an annual event that 
brings together soybean 
producers in Kansas for a 
day of learning, industry 
updates and networking. 

The Kansas Soybean As-
sociation organizes the 
event with checkoff fund-
ing from the Commission. 
Expo is a free event that 
takes place at Maner Con-
ference Center adjacent 
to the Topeka Farm Show. 
Registration and exhib-
its open at 8:30 a.m. with 

the program scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m.

Visit kansassoybeans.
org/expo to register for 
Expo and reserve your 
seat. Online pre-registra-
tion is not required but 
is recommended to expe-
dite the registration pro-
cess on the day of Expo. 

K-State, Kansas Corn set schedule 
for annual Kansas Corn School

By Pat Melgares, K-State 
Research and Extension 

news service 
 A popular educational 

series that provides train-
ing and updated informa-
tion for corn producers in 
the Midwest is scheduled 
to kick off in January. 

 K-State Research and 
Extension agronomist Ig-
nacio Ciampitti said regis-
tration is now open for the 
2023 Kansas Corn School, 
which will be held in four 
locations beginning Jan. 
12. An online session is 
also scheduled for early 
February.  

The schedule includes: 
• Jan. 12 – Oakley. Buf-

falo Bill Cultural Center 
(3083 US Highway 83). 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Local 
sponsor: Western Plains 
Energy.

• Jan. 13 – Salina. Great 
Plains Manufacturing, 
Inc. (1525 E. North Street). 
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Local 
sponsors: The Andersons 
and Ag Risk Solutions.

• Jan. 19 – Mayetta. 
Prairie Band Casino (12305 
150h Road). 9 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Local sponsors: The 
Andersons and Ag Risk 
Solutions.

 • Jan. 20 – Parsons. 
Southeast Research-Ex-
tension Center (25092 Ness 
Road). 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Local sponsors: Ag Risk 
Solutions and Heritage 
Tractor.

 • Feb. 2 – Virtual Corn 

School. 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Register at https://kscorn.
com/cornschool to receive 
a Zoom link. Local spon-
sor: Ag Risk Solutions. 

“Our main purpose,” 
Ciampitti said, “is to pro-
vide in-depth training tar-
geted for corn producers 
in the region.” 

He added that the is-
sues of most concern to 
Kansas corn growers 
now include markets and 
cost-return; weed control; 
disease management; pro-
duction practices; and 
farm policy. 

“The past growing sea-

son provides us a remind-
er of the challenges of 
growing corn in our state, 
focusing on increasing 
profits and yield stability 
over time,” Ciampitti said. 
“Thus, we want to empha-
size and promote practic-
es that can help farmers 
manage future production 
challenges and pursue 
effective avenues to in-
crease profits.” 

Each school is free to 
attend and lunch will be 
provided for the in-person 
events. Ciampitti said con-
tinuing education credits 
may be available. 

K-State Research 
and Extension and Kan-
sas Corn are hosting the 
schools with sponsorships 
from Pioneer and Farm 
Credit Associations of 
Kansas. 

 More information, reg-
istration and a detailed 
agenda for each event is 
available online at https://
kscorn.com/cornschool. 

DOT denies hours of 
service exemption 
for livestock haulers

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) re-
jected a 2018 petition from agricultural groups to allow 
truckers hauling livestock to drive for longer stints.

Current regulations allow an exception for livestock 
haulers from the maximum daily work period for truck-
ers within 150 air-miles of the origin and the destina-
tion. Outside of the exempt zones, they must comply 
with regular trucking hours — 11 hours of driving time.

The groups, including the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association (NCBA), American Farm Bureau Feder-
ation and American Beekeeping Federation, argued 
that requiring animals to sit in a stationary trailer 
for the mandatory ten-hour driver rest period would 
be detrimental to their welfare, especially in hotter 
weather.

    NCBA’s executive director of government affairs 
Kent Bacus says the association will look at any pos-
sible legal or Congressional recourse and continue to 
petition the agency. 

GRASS & GRAIN
HOLIDAY  DEADLINES:

EARLY DEADLINE FOR 
DECEMBER 27th EDITION:

1st Section: WEDNESDAY, December 21st;
ABSOLUTELY NO LATER THAN 11:00 A.M.

2nd Section: THURSDAY, December 22nd;
ABSOLUTELY NO LATER THAN 12:00 NOON

We will be CLOSED: FRIDAY, Dec. 23rd;
MONDAY, Dec. 26th; MONDAY, Jan. 2nd

Thank you for your cooperation, and have a safe and 
merry Christmas and New Year’s!!

From our family to yours, 
Merry  ChristMas!

Call or stop by today & Mention this special 
to take advantage of  this limited time offer!

785-539-7558 • 1531 Yuma St, Manhattan, KS
Or mail your check to PO Box 1009, Manhattan, KS 66505

Must purchase before 9 a.m.
Friday, December 16th, 2022

Special rates are good one time only - renewals after initial purchase will be at regular cost. 

Give a Great  Gift at a 
Great  PriCe   this Christmas!

Purchase a NEW Grass & Grain
1-year subscription to save over $6!*

* Sales-tax free plus $3 discount

Renew any current subscription
and we’ll pay the sales tax!

NEW (In-State) Christmas Gift Subscription Rate:
1 Year:  $40

Tax-Free Christmas RENEWAL Rate (IN-STATE)
1 Year:     $43.00 2 Years:     $80.00 3 Years:    $111.00

OUT OF STATE* Christmas GIFT and RENEWAL Rate:
1 Year:     $49.50 2 Years:     $95.50 3 Years:     134.50

*Tax-free rate available for In-State subs. only due to state tax laws.
$3.50 discounted from Out-of-State taxed rate.

SANTEE  STEEL

LOCAL BOYS - A FULL 3 YEAR WARRANTY.
WE ARE NOT FROM OUT OF STATE.

WE SERVICE OUR WARRANTIES, IF THERE IS A PROBLEM.
LIST OF REFERENCES TO PROVE IT.

POST FRAMED POLE BARNS AND STUD FRAMED
SHOP BLDGS FULLY FINISHED.

SHOP HOUSES, IMPLEMENT BLDGS, HAY BARNS & SO ON.

Serving Clay, Cloud, Dickinson, Geary, Marshall, Morris, Ottawa,
Pottawatomie, Republic, Riley, Saline, Wabaunsee, and Washington counties

GIVE CARL A CALL TODAY: 785-370-3189

Gentlemen: Have your past gifts 
put you on the naughty list?

Vol. 8 of the Grass & Grain
“Our Daily Bread” cookbook
2x the size of the last edition!

Call in & place a mail 
order or stop by today! 

Books are $22 each,
+$5 shipping to U.S.

Grass & Grain
785-539-7558

1531 Yuma St • Manhattan, KS

Grass & Grain
RECIPE  COLLECTION

Volume 8

CLIPS FROM

”OUR DAILY BREAD ”

Get the special lady in your life a gift she’s sure to love!
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Barbara Miller, Wakefield:
S’MORE SNACK

1 1/2 cups mini pretzels
3 cups Golden Graham cereal
2 cups miniature marshmallows
1/2 cup Holiday Mini M&Ms
1/2 cup chocolate chips

Mix pretzels, Golden Gra-
hams, marshmallows and 
M&Ms. Melt chocolate chips 
and drizzle over the mixture.

*****
Michelle Brokes, Wilson:
2-MINUTE FUDGE

1 pound (4 cups) powdered 
sugar

1/2 cup baking cocoa
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon vanilla
1/4 cup milk
1/2 cup butter
1 cup chopped nuts

In a medium mixing 
bowl stir together sugar, 
cocoa, salt, vanilla and 
milk until partially blend-
ed. Put butter on top and 
microwave on high 2 min-
utes. Stir vigorously un-
til smooth. Blend in nuts. 
Spread into a greased 
9-inch baking pan. Chill 1 
hour then cut into squares.

*****
Anna Marie Eck, Maple 

Hill: “This cake is delicious 
served warm or leftover.”

CINNAMON FLOP
   Cake:
4 cups flour
1 1/2 cups sugar
5 teaspoons baking powder

1/2 cup canola oil or melted 
butter

2 eggs
2 cups milk
   Topping:
1 1/2 cups brown sugar
2 teaspoons cinnamon
   Icing:
4 tablespoons butter, melted
2-3 cups powdered sugar
Milk (enough to bring it to 

a good spreading consis-
tency)

Mix all cake ingredi-
ents together well. Put 
into a 11-by-17-inch pan. 
Mix brown sugar and cin-
namon together. Sprinkle 
on cake batter. Bake at 350 
degrees for 30 minutes or 
until done. While cake is 
baking melt 4 tablespoons 
butter. Use a whisk to mix 
the melted butter with the 
powdered sugar. Add milk 
until it is a good spreading 
consistency. Drizzle over 
the cake after it has cooled.

*****
Loretta Shepard, Hele-

na, Oklahoma:
CRANBERRY SALAD

2 cups sugar
1 package cranberries, 

ground
1 cup nuts (I use pecans)
1 apple, ground
1 orange, peeled & ground
2 packages raspberry gel-

atin (or any flavor you 
wish)

1 cup boiling water, cooled

Grind cranberries. Add 
sugar and let stand. While 
you wait, grind orange and 
apple. Add all ingredients 
to gelatin and refrigerate.

*****
Bernadetta McCollum, 

Clay Center:
CHRISTMAS CASSEROLE

COOKIES
2 eggs
1 cup sugar
1 cup English walnuts, 

chopped
1 cup dates, cut up
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 cup coconut
1/4 teaspoon almond extract

Beat eggs then gradual-
ly add sugar. Add walnuts, 
dates, vanilla, coconut and 
almond extract. Place in 
an ungreased 2-quart cas-
serole dish. Bake at 350 
degrees for 30 minutes. 
Remove from oven and stir 
while hot then let cool. 
Now make into balls and 
roll in sugar.

*****
Janice Chaput, Abilene: 

“This is so good!”
RHUBARB CRISP

1/2 cup butter or marga-
rine, melted

1/2 cup brown sugar
1 cup rolled oats
1 cup all-purpose flour
4 cups chopped rhubarb 

(fresh or frozen)
1 cup cold water
1 cup granulated sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch

In a large bowl mix to-
gether the melted butter, 
brown sugar, rolled oats 
and flour. Remove about 
1/2 cup (125 ml) of this mix-
ture and set it aside. Pat 
the rest into the bottom of 
a greased 9-inch (22 cm) pie 
pan or any baking pan of a 
similar size. Cover with the 
chopped rhubarb. In a me-
dium saucepan stir togeth-
er the water, white sugar 
and cornstarch. Bring to a 
simmer and stir until the 
mixture thickens and be-
gins to bubble. Pour over 
the rhubarb in the pan. 
Sprinkle the top with the 
reserved crumbs. Bake at 
350 degrees (180C) for 50 
minutes to 1 hour.

*****
Rose Edwards, Stillwa-

ter, Oklahoma:
CROCK-POT CANDY

16-ounce jar lightly salted 
dry roasted peanuts

22 ounces white chocolate chips
5 ounces dark chocolate chips
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter
1/3 cup toffee bits

Place peanuts on bot-
tom of crock-pot. Pour all 
remaining ingredients on 
top. Cook on low for 1 hour 
then stir (stir so chocolate 
completely cover peanuts). 
Cook 30 minutes longer. 
Line two cookie sheets with 
parchment paper. Drop by 
spoonfuls onto paper-lined 
sheets. Let cool 30 minutes 
until set.

*****
Claire Martin, Salina:
CHRISTMAS FUDGE

1 tablespoon butter
3 1/3 cups sugar
1 cup dark brown sugar
12-ounce can evaporated 

milk

1 cup butter, cubed
32 large marshmallows
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups (12 ounces) semi-

sweet chocolate chips
14 ounces milk chocolate 

chips
2 ounces semisweet choco-

late, chopped
2 cups chopped, toasted pecans

Line a 15-by-10-by-1-
inch pan with foil. Grease 
foil with 1 tablespoon but-
ter. In a large heavy sauce-
pan combine sugars, milk 
and butter. Bring to a boil 
over medium heat, stir-
ring constantly; continue 
cooking and stirring 5 min-
utes. Remove from heat. 
Stir in marshmallows and 
vanilla. Gradually stir in 
chocolates until melted. 
Stir in pecans. Spread into 
prepared pan. Refrigerate 1 
hour. Remove with the foil. 
Cut into 1-inch squares. 
Store between waxed paper 
layers in an air-tight con-
tainer. Makes 150 pieces.

*****
Donna Geritz, Atchison:

JALAPENO POPPER DIP
(2) 8-ounce packages cream 

cheese, softened
1 cup mayonnaise
1 cup Mexi-blend shredded 

cheese
1/2 cup Parmesan shreds
1 small can green chiles, 

chopped
1 small can jalapenos, 

chopped
Mix all above ingredi-

ents well and spread into a 
8-by-8-inch baking dish. In 
a small bowl combine:
1 cup Panko bread crumbs
1/2 cup Parmesan shreds
1/4 cup melted butter

Spread on top of cheese 
mixture. Bake at 375 de-
grees for 20 to 25 minutes. 
Serve with favorite chips.

*****
Millie Conger, Tecumseh:
CANDY CANE PIE

1 cup heavy cream
(2) 8-ounce packages cream 

cheese
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
10 drops red food coloring
2 teaspoons vanilla
1 teaspoon peppermint ex-

tract
1 cup crushed candy canes, 

divided
1 Oreo pie crust
8 ounces Cool Whip

Crush candy canes. Beat 
cream until stiff peaks 
form. Set aside. Beat cream 
cheese and powdered sug-
ar. To the cream cheese 
mixture add in the food 
coloring, vanilla and pep-
permint extract; mix until 
uniform coloring. Mix in 
1/2 cup candy canes. Add 
cream cheese mixture to 
heavy cream. Mix until 
combined. Pour into crust. 
Top with Cool Whip and re-
maining 1/2 cup of crushed 
candy canes. Place in re-
frigerator at least 2 hours 
before serving.

*****
Mary Hedberg, Clifton: 

“These are very rich so just 
a small bite is the perfect 
size.”

BROWNED BUTTER
WHITE CHOCOLATE

BLONDIES

Cooking spray
1 cup (2 sticks) butter
2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking pow-

der
1 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups packed brown 

sugar
3 eggs
2 1/2 teaspoons vanilla
3/4 cup chopped Macada-

mia nuts
8 ounces chopped white 

chocolate
1 cup dried cranberries

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Coat a 9-by-13-inch 
baking pan with cooking 
spray and line with foil. 
Melt butter over low heat; 
cook until brown (about 
10 minutes). Watch closely 
so it doesn’t burn. Remove 
from the heat and let cool. 
Whisk together flour, bak-
ing powder and salt. Com-
bine cooled butter and sug-
ar in a mixing bowl. Add 
eggs, one at a time, beat 
with a mixer until light 
and fluffy. Add vanilla. Add 
flour mixture, nuts, white 
chocolate and cranberries. 
Mix until well-blended. 
Spread mixture into pan. 
Bake 25 to 30 minutes. Cool 
completely before cutting 
into 24 squares.

*****
Susan Schrick, Hiawatha:

SLOW-COOKER
SWEET  POTATO

CASSEROLE
3/4 cup packed brown sugar
2 tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon pumpkin pie 

spice
1 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon water
1 tablespoon vanilla
3 1/2 pounds sweet potatoes, 

peeled & diced into 1/2-
inch cubes

2 cups miniature marsh-
mallows

Spray an oval 5-quart 
slow-cooker with cooking 
spray. In a large microwav-
able bowl mix brown sugar, 
butter, pumpkin pie spice, 
salt and water. Microwave 
uncovered on High for 1 
1/2 minutes, stirring once. 
Stir in vanilla. Add sweet 
potatoes and stir to coat 
thoroughly. Pour mixture 
into slow-cooker. Cover 
and cook on High heat set-
ting for 3 1/2 to 4 hours or 
until fork tender. Reduce 
to Warm heat setting until 
ready to serve. Stir mix-
ture; top with marshmal-
lows and cover 1 to 2 min-
utes or until marshmallows 
melt slightly.

*****
Carol Nelson, Topeka: 

“This is a creative and col-
orful vegetable for holiday 
tables. Best of all it is easy 
and yummy!”

PROSCIUTTO
ASPARAGUS

24 fresh asparagus spears, 
trimmed

4 ounces provolone cheese, 
cut into 8 thin equal piec-
es

4 paper thin slices pro-
sciutto, halved length-
wise (4-8 servings)

Blanch asparagus in 
boiling water about 1 min-
ute. Drain. Immerse in ice 
water to stop cooking pro-
cess. Dry spears on paper 
towels. Place 1 piece of 
cheese in the middle of 3 
spears. Wrap 1 slice of the 
prosciutto around aspar-
agus and cheese bundle. 
Repeat process with rest of 
ingredients. Place bundles 
in microwave-safe dish and 
cover with plastic wrap.

NOTE: This can all be 
prepared up to 4 hours in 
advance and chilled.

Just before mealtime, 
place covered dish in mi-
crowave. Cook 3 minutes 
(heated through and cheese 
slightly melted). Remove 
from microwave and care-
fully remove plastic wrap. 
Serve immediately.

*****

Linda Kepka, Dorrance:
CRISPY CANDY

4 squares white almond 
bark

1 cup milk chocolate chips
1 1/2 cups marshmallows
1/2 cup Rice Krispies cereal
1/2 cup peanuts

Melt almond bark and 
chocolate chips. Add re-
maining ingredients and 
mix until well-coated. 
Spoon onto baking sheet 
lined with waxed paper and 
refrigerate until set.

*****
Kellee George, Shawnee:
OREO PEPPERMINT 

BARK
12 ounces good quality white 

chocolate baking bar
6 full-size candy canes
1/2 cup crushed Oreo cook-

ies
Melt chocolate in micro-

wave. Place waxed paper 
on cookie sheet. Pour white 
chocolate onto pan. Use 
rubber spatula and roughly 
spread to 8-by-10 1/4-inch 
thick. Sprinkle with Oreo 
and candy canes. Use piece 
of waxed paper to press 
down. Put pan in refriger-
ator for 30 minutes then 
break into pieces.

*****
Marcile Shippy, Wood-

bine: “Name aptly fits; you 
eat one, you’ll go for anoth-
er one!”

GOPHERS
3 ounces cream cheese, 

very soft
1/2 cup pimento-stuffed Span-

ish olives, chopped fine
1 green onion, chopped fine
1/4 teaspoon pepper
80 large pecan halves

Stir together all ingredi-
ents, except pecan halves. 
Spread on 40 large pecan 
halves and top with 40 pe-
can halves to form a “sand-
wich.” Chill.

*****
Dorothy Wulfkuhle, 

Carbondale:
MICROWAVE

QUICK FUDGE
1 pound powdered sugar
1/2 cup cocoa
1/4 cup milk
1 stick oleo or butter
1 tablespoon vanilla
1/2 cup chopped nuts

Mix sugar and cocoa. 
Add milk and butter but do 
not stir. Microwave 2 min-
utes on high. Stir. Add nuts 
and vanilla. Stir and pour 
into greased 8-by-8-inch 
dish. Chill 20 to 30 minutes.

*****
Ireta Schwant, Blaine: 

“This is a great salad to 
make ahead for your holi-
day guests.”
CUCUMBERS & ONIONS

4 cups sliced cucumbers
1 cup sliced onions
1/2 cup Half & Half
1 cup Miracle Whip
1/4 cup sugar
1 teaspoon prepared mustard
Sprinkle of salt, to taste
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1/3 cup cider vinegar

Combine Half & Half, 
Miracle Whip, sugar, vine-
gar, mustard, salt and pep-
per. Pour over cucumbers 
and onions. Chill for sever-
al hours before serving.

*****
Anna Kusmaul, Allen: 

“It’s like caramel popcorn, 
only better!”

PEANUT BUTTER
POPCORN

8 cups popped corn
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup light corn syrup
1/2 cup peanut butter
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 teaspoon butter flavoring
Dash of salt

Cook and stir sugar and 
corn syrup until it comes to 
a full rolling boil. Remove 
from heat. Stir in peanut 
butter, flavorings and salt. 
Pour over popcorn and stir 
well. Cool on cookie sheet 
lined with waxed paper.

*****
Recipes Continued on

Page 5

2022 Grass & Grain Holiday Recipe Contest

Pat Adams, Beloit, Wins This Week’s
Holiday Recipe Contest & Prize

Pat Adams, Beloit: “Vernon and I have just re-
tired from 58 years of farming. I have always looked 
forward all those years for the recipe section in the 
Grass & Grain. This would make a delicious meal 
on Christmas Eve!”

WHITE CHICKEN CHILI
1 pound chicken, sliced
2 cans white beans, drained & rinsed
1 can corn, drained
16-ounce jar salsa verde
1 can green chiles
2 cans chicken broth (8 ounces each)
8-ounce block of cream cheese
1 tablespoon chili powder
1/2 tablespoon cumin
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon paprika

Combine all ingredients (except cream cheese) 
together in a slow-cooker and cook on low for 4 
hours (if the chicken is cooked) and longer if you 
are using raw chicken. Add the cream cheese 
during the last hour. Enjoy!

*****

G&G Annual Holiday Recipe Contest
IS NOW CLOSED.

Nov. 22 through Dec. 20
In observance of the holiday season,
Grass & Grain will award the weekly
winners $40 in addition to the gift.

CONTEST IS NOW CLOSED!
BONUS DRAWING

Second chance to win! The names of all contestants will
be entered in a drawing from which four names will be

chosen. Each of these four contestants will receive $40. 
Winners will be announced Dec. 20.

 The winner each week is selected from the recipes printed. Send 
us your favorite recipe. It may be a main dish, leftover, salad, side 
dish, dessert, or what-have-you. 1. Check your recipe carefully 
to make certain all ingredients are accurate and instructions are 
clear. 2. Be sure your name, address and phone number are on the 
entry. Please include a street address with your recipe entries. A 
post office box number is not sufficient for prize delivery. Allow 
3-4 weeks for delivery. 3. Send it to: Woman’s Page Editor, Grass 
& Grain, Box 1009, Manhattan, KS 66505.

OR e-mail: auctions@agpress.com

NEW VOlUmE 8
GRASS & GRAIN cOOkBOOk

Nearly 200 pages of your fa-
vorite recipes nicely bound 
into one cookbook! 

Included are a selection of 
recipes that were submitted 
by Area Cooks and print-
ed in Grass & Grain (circa 
2015-2016) for the “Our Daily 
Bread” weekly recipe con-
test.

Life doesn’t stop for an injury.

ARE YOU A GOOD CANDIDATE? CALL US TODAY! 785.320.4700

AVOID SURGERY!
Use Your Body’s 
OWN Stem Cells.

• Knee arthritis
• Partially torn rotator cuff
• Degenerative disc disease
• Chronic Pain
• And more...

Schedule a FREE Consultation
or Visit KansasRMC.com to learn more.

Manhattan   •   Kansas City

CLAY CENTER, KS • 785-388-2245 | 785-632-7420
BOOT HILL SALES LLC

800-373-9559
PHILLIPS INSURANCE

Jim- The Answer Man!

* Medicare Supplement
* Long Term Care
* Final Expense

Need Senior Insurance?
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If you have been with me 
for long, you understand the 
importance of traditions in 
relation to my mom. If there 
is a way to create a tradi-
tion, she does and she does 
it so passionately. If we are 
being honest, that is one of 
my favorite things about 
her and something I hope to 
help her with until she de-
cides to pass the torch.

While growing up there 
were so many different tra-
ditions that I would look 
forward to throughout the 
year. There were the birth-
day dinners, where we each 
got to pick whatever we 
wanted to eat for our birth-
day, and she would prepare 
it. To make it even more 
exciting, she would also 
bring as much of the family 
together to help celebrate 
each person, doing every-
thing in her power to en-
sure that we each felt loved 
and celebrated.

For Valentine’s Day, she 
hated flowers, but would al-
ways smile and admire the 
flowers that I was thrilled to 
be receiving from my dad. 
For Easter we originally 
all went to my Aunt Patsy’s 
house, but eventually the 
torch got passed to my mom 
and I honestly think it has 
become one of her favorite 
traditions. She loves to buy 
gifts, spoiling all the little 
ones and treating all of us 
bigger kids to our favorite 
Easter treat, Jell-O eggs.

The Fourth of July was 
another favorite, bringing 
all our friends and their 
families together with ours 
to eat, laugh and shoot off 
excessive amounts of fire-
works. My favorite Hallow-
een tradition is probably 
silly, but I love our after-Hal-
loween hunt for clearance 
candy. Thanksgiving tends 
to bring celebration with 
my dad’s side of the family, 
where my mom will task you 
with what you are allowed 
to bring if it happens to be 
at her house that year.

All the traditions 
throughout the year are 
amazing, but they just do 
not even touch some of my 
favorites that December 
brings. We have the obvi-
ous one of Christmas, which 
for us was always spent the 
same way. We started the 
morning at home and then 
met up with my dad’s side 
for lunch and gifts that af-
ternoon. We would cele-
brate with my mom’s side on 
another weekend, sharing 
another delicious meal.

Growing up there was 
also the December tradi-
tion of baking cookies, so 
many cookies! My mom 
would allow us to each have 
one friend over and we 
would take over her kitchen 
for the day. We had so many 
failed cookies, but we had 
the best time, and all loved 
the aftermath of getting to 
hand them out and share 
our hard work.

After Mika and Chloe 
came along, traditions have 
shifted but new ones were 
born, including my now all-
time favorite, something my 
mom said her mom used to 

take us three kids to do. My 
mom will arrange with Mike 
and Marissa a time to take 
the girls shopping for the 
family. They have no bud-
get, no rules, and the gifts 
are always something to 
make you smile.

The past couple of years, 
I have been lucky enough 
to get to join on these shop-
ping adventures, and it is 
quite possibly my favorite 
part of watching my mom 
be a grandma. She lets Mika 
and Chloe be themselves 
and gives them the oppor-
tunity to really think about 
giving to other people. The 
gifts are outlandish and 
sometime comical, but see-
ing the girls’ faces light up 
as we unwrap the magic 
they are anxiously awaiting 
us to see, it is the best part 
of December.

December traditions 
are quite possibly always 
going to be my favorite, but 
that is because of the hard 
work my parents, especially 
my mom, put into making 
December magical. I love 
the fact that at thirty-four, 
Christmas and December 
are still just as magical for 
me as they were when I was 
a little girl. I know not ev-
eryone is blessed with such 
fond memories and fun tra-
ditions, but I hope each and 
everyone of you find a way 
to find the magic for your-
self and your loved ones 
this December. 

Michele grew up in Junc-
tion City and graduated from 
Kansas State University. 
She worked in the restau-
rant management field for 
six years before deciding to 
switch careers and now works 
as an office manager for a 
company that manufactures 
oilfield products. Her passion 
for blogging and food can be 
followed on Instagram: boobs-
brainsandbaking.

If you would like to con-
tact Michele with comments 
please email mcarlyon88@
gmail.com

December
Traditions

By Ashleigh Krispense

Smoking has become a 
new favorite way of cook-
ing for me recently. We’ve 
sampled burgers, chicken, 
barbecued beans, maca-
roni and cheese, jalapeño 
popper dip, and most re-
cently, BBQ meatballs and 
potato casserole.

These meatballs orig-
inated from a lady at 
church and was a favorite 
of mine growing up. We’ve 
changed it up some and 
now are enjoying them off 
the smoker! They tend to 
take on a bit of a sausage 
flavor as the smoke perme-
ates the meat. The sweet 
BBQ sauce gives a wonder-
ful flavor and they go great 
with potato casserole.

This recipe makes 
enough large meatballs to 
fill a jelly roll pan, so feel 
free to cut in half if you 
would prefer a smaller 
amount. The smoker that I 
am using is a pellet smok-
er, so the smoking instruc-
tions will of course vary 
depending on what smok-
er you use.

Smoked BBQ Meatballs
Meatballs:

4 pounds ground beef, 
thawed

1 1/2 cups quick-cooking 
oats

1 1/2 cups milk
2 eggs
1 large onion, chopped 

finely
1 teaspoon garlic powder
2 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper
Sauce:

3 cups ketchup
2 cups brown sugar
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 1/2-2 teaspoons liquid 

smoke
Start your smoker and 

turn it to the smoke set-
ting. Let preheat while you 
mix the meatballs up.

Spray a jelly roll pan 
with nonstick cooking 
spray and set aside.

In a large bowl, mix to-
gether all meatball ingre-
dients except the ground 
beef. Once combined thor-
oughly, use your hands to 
mix in the beef.

Form fist-sized meat-
balls (about 2 inches wide 
or so) and place onto the 
greased pan. (In my pan, 
the entire batch fit almost 
perfectly when they were 
scooted close enough 
some were just touching 
on the sides).

Place the pan of meat-
balls on the smoker and 
leave it on the smoke set-
ting for 1 hour.

While the meatballs 
smoke, mix together in a 
medium saucepan all of 
the ingredients for the 
BBQ sauce.

Once the meatballs 
have finished smoking for 
an hour (or even a little 
before they’re done), pour 
the sauce generously over 
each meatball.

Change from the smoke 
setting to grill at 350 de-
grees and allow the meat-
balls to cook for approxi-
mately 45 minutes or until 
the meat is no longer pink 
in the center when cut 
open.

These can be served 
alongside scalloped pota-
toes, green bean casserole, 
or even smoked macaroni 
and cheese. Enjoy!

Ashleigh is a freelance 
writer and the gal behind the 
website, Prairie Gal Cookin’ 
(www.prairiegalcookin.
com), where she shares step-
by-step recipes and stories 
from the farm in Kansas.

Kimberly Edwards, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma:

CANDY CANE DIP
8 ounces cream cheese
3/4 cup vanilla yogurt
1/3 cup powdered sugar
1/2 teaspoon peppermint 

extract
1/4 cup crushed candy 

canes
Use mixer to beat cream 

cheese until smooth. Add 
all except candy canes. 
Beat one minute. Stir in 
candy canes. Place in re-
frigerator. Use within 48 
hours. Use for crackers, 
candy, etc.

*****
Lois Kusmaul, Allen:
CHEWY DATE NUT 

BARS
18.25-ounce package yel-

low cake mix
3/4 cup packed brown sug-

ar
3/4 cup butter, melted

2 eggs
2 cups chopped dates
2 cups chopped pecans

In a mixing bowl com-
bine cake mix and brown 
sugar. Add butter and 
eggs; beat on medium 
speed for 2 minutes. Com-
bine dates and pecans; 
stir into batter (the batter 
will be stiff). Spread into a 
greased 9-by-13-by-2-inch 
pan. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 35-45 minutes or until 
edges are golden brown. 
Cool on cooling rack for 
10 minutes. Run a knife 
around sides of pan to 
loosen. Cool completely 
before cutting.

*****
Jackie Doud, Topeka:

HOT CINNAMON COCOA
1/4 cup cocoa
1/4 cup sugar
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 cup boiling water

3 cups scalded milk
2 cinnamon sticks, about 3 

inches long
1 teaspoon vanilla

In top of a double boil-
er stir together cocoa, 
sugar and salt. Gradually 
add boiling water. Place 
over direct heat and boil 
for 2 minutes, stirring 
constantly. Add milk and 
cinnamon sticks and place 
over boiling water. Stir 
and heat 10 minutes. Re-
move sticks and stir in 
vanilla. Beat with a wire 
whisk to froth milk. Serve 
immediately.

*****
Tammy Myers, Topeka:

ROAST GOOSE WITH
SWEDISH STUFFING

1 goose, cleaned & ready 
to cook

Salt
2 stalks celery, sliced
2 carrots, sliced

Half of a large onion, 
chopped

   Swedish Stuffing:
3 cups cooked, salted rice
1/2 cup raisins
1 raw apple, chopped
1 teaspoon orange peel, 

grated
Sliced mushrooms (as de-

sired)
Boil goose in salted wa-

ter with celery, carrots and 
onion for 25 to 45 minutes 
(depending on the size of 
goose). Prepare Swedish 
Stuffing by combining all 
ingredients together. Stuff 
into goose and roast, cov-
ered, until done according 
to a meat thermometer.

Editor’s Note: For an 
8- to 10-pound goose, roast 
at 350 degrees uncovered 
for approximately 3 to 3 1/2 
hours or to a temperature 
of 180-185 degrees F.

*****
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Limited copies of Vol. 7 ($15) still available
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Get
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We found a couple of 
old narrow skis or wood-
en runners of some sort, 
about six feet long, one 
day in the old barn.  We 
really didn’t have any idea 
what they’d come off of, 
but we certainly had an 
idea of what they would be 
going on!

Weekends in winter 
time in the 1970s were 
pretty boring for a bunch 
of teenage boys and young 
men when hunting season 
was over.  I mean, during 
the day you can’t go spin 
donuts in the main in-
tersection of town, and 
the saucer sled incident 
where Kevin was tied onto 
the back of my car with a 
30-foot lariat should not 

be repeated. At least in 
daylight.  That one result-
ed in myself succumbing 
to temptation and gunning 
the engine as we came 
around a corner, swinging 
my heavily bearded friend 
wildly up the snow bank 
and out into the open field 
where a neighbor’s sep-
tic tank had been running 
over, pooling under the 
pure white, fluffy snow.  
When Kevin’s ride, my 
Captain America saucer 
sled, sailed over that snow 
plow bank and landed on 
the smooth 12-inch deep 
layer of snow covering 
the nasty pool, it disap-
peared into the murk, and 
scooped up about five gal-
lons of that sewage, roll-

ing Kevin and the Cap’n 
up in a slushy brown 
spray, from which Kevin 
emerged wading through 
the muck, with sewer ici-
cles already forming in 
his beard and hair.  He 
was wet, cold, mad, and 
well, really stinky!  As 
he grabbed for the car 
door I gave the orders to 
“Lock the doors!” so he 
couldn’t bring that stuff 
in with him!  I cracked 
the window and told him 
to ride on the trunk and 
I would take him to the 
house which was just a 
couple blocks across town.  
I made sure to avoid him 
for a few days!

But the bobsled idea 
that popped into our 
heads upon discovering 
these wooden runners, 
was gonna be great!  Since 
Marty had access to all 
kinds of lumber (they ran 
the sawmill), we set to 
building ourselves a bob-
sled, literally from the 
ground up!  

These runners were 
only about a half-inch 
thick and about 2 ½ inches 
wide with a factory center 

groove from end to end.  
They attached perfectly 
to a couple of 2x6’s that 
we had cut to length for 
the project.  The decking 
was pallet lumber, half-
inch thick, and we built 
the sled about 2 ½ feet 
wide, enough to accom-
modate two people.  Add-
ing a superstructure for 
something to hang on to, 
our sled was ready to ride 
in about half a day.  The 
problem was weight. We 
had sanded smooth and 
waxed the runners good, 
but the thing was just too 
heavy to slide down a hill.  
Not to worry though be-
cause I still had that 30’ 
lariat in the trunk of my 
car!

Booth Creek Road, 
going past the mill had 
been traveled enough to 
work the snow into a pret-
ty good icy pack, so we 
commandeered Karl to 
drive my ’64 Galaxy.  After 
hooking up, mounting up, 
and waving Karl ahead at 
about 10 mph, we discov-
ered that by shifting our 
weight we could “steer” 
the sled a bit, controlling 

which side of the road it 
ran down.  As we gained 
confidence, we waved Karl 
to go faster; he kicked it 
up to 15 mph.

Man, we were really 
getting the hang of this 
now, and I don’t know 
about Marty, but I had 
visions of the bobsled-
ding event in the Winter 
Olympics, hurtling down 
the pipes at 75-80 mph. I 
waved Karl to crank it up.

We were now about 
a quarter mile from our 
starting point, and proba-
bly running a good 25 mph, 
which was quite a thrill on 
a soapbox derby-looking 
homemade bobsled!  Sud-
denly, as we crossed over 
the middle gravel ridge, 
we veered too far into the 
left side of the road and 
got caught in the gravel 
windrow that had been 
left by the road grader.   
We both tried leaning to 
the right, putting more 
weight on the right runner 
to pull it back out of the 
gravel row.  

At this point, I think 
Karl may have pulled to-
ward the right trying to 

help us correct it to no 
avail.  The left runner hit 
a frozen clump of gravel 
under the snow and that 
sled flipped us both off 
and as we rolled, bounced 
and slid into the weedy, 
snow-filled ditch, I looked 
ahead to see our handi-
work literally flying to 
pieces, as it flipped, rolled 
and tumbled along behind 
that car.  

Karl stopped, and we 
all started gathering up 
our shattered and splin-
tered sled.  It was much 
easier to move around 
now that it was in so many 
pieces.  The runners were 
ruined and with them, the 
hope of rebuilding quickly 
evaporated.  Her maiden 
voyage was her last, and 
we hauled her home to the 
kindling pile in the trunk!

Kirk Sours is a ranch 
manager in northeast Kan-
sas, shaped and molded by 
the Kansas prairie since 
the age of eight. His major 
hobby is writing commen-
tary, short biographical sto-
ries, and he is active in the 
community. Email him at: 
sours.kirk@yahoo.com.

Bobsledding on 
Booth Creek

KFB honors members and 
friends at 104th annual meeting

Kansas Farm Bureau 
(KFB) recognized mem-
bers and supporters at 
its 104th annual meeting, 
Dec. 4-5 in Manhattan. 

KFB presented two 
Kansans with Distin-
guished Service awards 
for their exemplary con-
tributions to agriculture 
in the state.

Eric Atkinson, Wabaun-
see County, was honored 
for his almost 40 years of 
service sharing news and 
information with Kansas 
farmers and ranchers 
across the airwaves as 
host of Agriculture Today, 

Kansas State University 
Research and Extension’s 
daily radio program. Eric 
recently unplugged his mi-
crophone to spend more 
time on his farm. Atkin-
son joined K-State’s KSAC 
radio station in 1983. Once 
there he brought agricul-
tural experts directly to 
the folks who needed the 
pertinent information 
through more than 9,000 
shows and never missed 
an opportunity to bring 
useful topics and news 
to Kansas farmers and 
ranchers.

Gregg Doud, a Jewell 
County native, has given 
a lifetime of service to 
the agriculture industry. 
Starting with being raised 
on a dryland wheat, grain 
sorghum, soybean, swine 
and cow-calf operation, to 
representing farmers and 
ranchers in the office of 
the U.S. Trade Represen-
tative as chief agricultural 
negotiator with the rank 
of U.S. Ambassador. He 
was one of the primary 
architects of the U.S.-Chi-
na “Phase One” trade 
agreement. He previously 
served as president of the 
Commodity Markets Coun-
cil, senior staff member 
for the U.S. Senate Agri-
culture Committee where 
he helped craft the 2012 
Senate Farm Bill and 
chief economist for the 
National Cattleman’s Beef 
Association. Doud is now 
a vice president and chief 
economist at Aimpoint Re-
search. He lives with his 
family on their horse farm 
in Maryland.

The organization also 
presented four Friends of 
Agriculture awards. This 
award recognizes individ-
uals who have made sig-
nificant contributions to 
Kansas Farm Bureau and 

agriculture. They are:
Kenneth Allen Camp-

bell Jr., Franklin County, 
has worked tirelessly to 
advocate for agriculture as 
a board member and pres-
ident of Franklin County 
Farm Bureau. Campbell 
has worked with the local 
food policy council to 
raise money to help those 
in need while also con-
necting with local farmers’ 
markets to provide educa-
tion to area consumers.

Margaret Goering, Har-
vey County, began serving 
the agriculture industry 54 
years ago. She’s impacted 
the future of agriculture 
by mentoring 4-H mem-
bers, hosting farm tours 
and was Harvey County 
Farm Bureau’s first fe-
male president in 2014. 
Goering has also provided 
livestock to small farmers 
in Mexico and educated 
them on care practices.

Marieta Hauser, Grant 
County, has served farm-
ers, her local community 
and the state of Kansas for 
30 years. With a passion 
to advocate for the agri-
cultural industry, Hauser 
has contributed to Kansas 
Farm Bureau on county, 
state and national levels 
holding various positions 
including as a member of 
the Grant County Farm 
Bureau, nine years as 
the Women’s Leadership 
chair and time on Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Leadership Commit-
tee. She’s also served on 
the Resolutions Commit-
tee, was the Outstanding 
Young Farm Woman in 
1988 and was honored as 
a Farm Family winner in 
1995.

Robert Keener, Ellis 
County, was a strong ad-
vocate for agriculture for 
23 years. Before passing 

in the fall of 2021, he was 
an assistant professor at 
Fort Hays State Univer-
sity. He felt his greatest 
achievements were the re-
lationships he built with 
students. He served as 
a volunteer for the Ellis 
County Farm Bureau Kids 
Ag Days, often bringing 
college students to the 
event so they could pres-
ent to the children attend-
ing. Keener’s life impact-
ed the future of the agri-
culture industry through 
his dedication and service 
to growing youth leaders.

Jay Young, Greeley 
County, received the Kan-
sas Farm Bureau Natural 
Resources Award, which 
goes to the farm family 
who exemplifies good land 
stewardship. Young grows 
wheat, corn and milo and 
raises Red Angus cattle 
on the High Plains. As the 
fifth generation on the 
family farm, Young knows 
he has to strike a balance 
between caring for the 
land and making a profit. 
He’s used cover crops to 
increase water infiltration 
and biological activity in 
his soil while reducing 
the amount of synthetic 
phosphorus and nitrogen 
by applying a homemade 
compost extract.

Jim Waters, Pottawat-
omie County, received 
KFB’s Partnership Award. 
This award recognizes 
someone from Farm Bu-
reau Financial Services 
who has gone above and 
beyond for the state’s larg-
est farm organization. In 
his role as an agent, Wa-
ters has participated on 
various committees and 
he embodies the Farm Bu-
reau brand every day in 
all aspects of his life.

1: Dolly
2: Farm & Ranch (F&R)
3: Phillip’s (PI)
4: Ross
5: Rezac (REZ)

6: Kurtz

Fourth & Pom (F&P) - HIATUS
Foundation (FN) - ON HIATUS
Abilene Machine (AM) - OUT

“Our most cost-effective printed
advertising dollars are spent at

Grass & Grain!”

You  too  could  be  reaping  the  benefits
of  Grass  &  Grain  advertising!

Don’t  hesitate,  call  TODAY: 
785-539-7558

Or stop by to talk with one of our  advertising representatives:

1531 Yuma St. Manhattan, KS

“Renee’s professional tightly-structured ads
allow us to run complete sale bills
which cost less than partial listings

in other papers.
With so many subscribers, we depend on
Grass & Grain to bring both local and
long distance bidders to our auctions.”

Darwin W. Kurtz,
AUCTIONEER &

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Westphalia, Kansas

785-448-4152

We have a 53' ground load trailer to 
help you with your hauling needs.

Contact us today
to get on the schedule:

785-410-2729
flinthillstransport@gmail.com

Flinthills Transport, LLC
Westmoreland, KS
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Epic winds swept across the high plains a couple of 
weeks ago. Here in Oakley, gusts were clocked at 67 mph; 
in Sharon Springs, winds reached hurricane force at 75 
mph. There was a pretty scary fire near Russell Springs, 
threatening several homes, but the fire departments and 
neighbors came together to keep everyone safe. Dirt 
obscured the horizon as the front pushed across the prai-
ries like a wild beast. Temperatures dropped. 

Life, here, is not for the faint of heart.
* * * * * *

There are a lot of changes coming for Around Kansas 
in 2023. Michelle Martin, Dr. Michelle now, has book 
projects and other things to pursue so she will be exiting 
stage left as a co-host, but will remain involved in other 
ways. We can’t let her go entirely!

We will launch a new YouTube channel, partnering 
with Ad Astra Eating. It will feature the things we love 
about Kansas – the people, places, and events that make 
it such a special place--but with an added emphasis 
on food. After all, we are the epicenter of the World’s 
Breadbasket and Beef Capital. With our various ethnic 
groups settling in the state, there are so many unique 
recipes and festivals, family traditions with a specific 
spice. We will be sharing more of those and looking for 
more contributions from you – your stories and pictures. 

Stay tuned. Life is going to be getting more interest-
ing. 

Deb Goodrich is the host of Around Kansas and the 
Garvey Texas Historian in Residence at the Fort Wallace 
Museum. She chairs the Santa Fe Trail 200, commemorated 
through 2025. Contact her at author.debgoodrich@gmail.
com.

U.S. soy exports earn record $40.42 
billion on second-highest volumes

U.S. Soy’s combined exports (whole soybeans, meal, 
and oil) achieved a record value of $40.42 billion for the 
marketing year (MY) 2021/22, up 17% year-on-year. Ex-
port volumes reached 71.79 million metric tons (MMT), 
the second-highest on record, according to the USDA 
Economic Research Service and Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 

While year-on-year exports value grew 17% and vol-
ume dipped 4%, long-term growth continued with value 
growing 50% and volumes up 6.3% on a five-year average. 
This reaffirms the success of USSEC’s strategic plan to 
differentiate, elevate preference, and attain market ac-
cess for U.S. Soy to advance nutrition, climate-forward 
solutions, and progress for people and communities. 

Strong performance across U.S. Soy products 
Whole soybean export volumes at 58.72 MMT were 

7.8% higher than the five-year average, with China, the 
EU and Mexico being the top three markets. Soybean 
meal export volumes at 12.69 MMT were 1.6% higher than 
the five-year average with Philippines, Mexico, and Co-
lombia being the top three markets. Soybean oil export 
volumes at 804,272 MT were 22.7% lower than the five-
year average with India, South Korea, and Mexico being 
the top three markets. 

 “Despite the unprecedented impact of COVID, con-
flict, and climate events, I am proud of the value deliv-
ered for all our stakeholders,” said Jim Sutter, USSEC 
CEO and chairman of U.S. Agriculture Export Devel-
opment Council. “We expect to see these challenges 
continuing in MY 22/23 including economic contraction 
and inflation. Yet we are confident that when companies 
and countries choose sustainable solutions, collaborate, 
and advance open trade, together we can create positive 
impact.” 

 Diversification and expansion approach continued to 
drive export volume growth 

MY 21/22 saw double-digit volume growth in emerging 
and expansion markets including Mexico 11%, Egypt 52%, 
Ecuador 23%, Venezuela 58%, Turkey 1908% (post-lifting 
of restrictions), Tunisia 44%, Algeria 204%, Nepal 15%, 
and India 184%. 

 U.S. Soy innovation, sustainability, services, and 
collaboration deliver solutions 

A commitment to innovation, sustainability, service, 
collaboration, consistent investment and long-term im-
pact ensured the soy checkoff continued to create value 
for all its stakeholders. 

For example, in MY 21/22, the U.S. Soybean Export 
Council (USSEC), an organization ideated and supported 

by the American Soybean Association and United Soy-
bean Board, launched the U.S. Soy Delivers Solutions 
marketing campaign in 14 languages to drive increased 
customer preference for U.S. Soy’s advantages in the 
animal nutrition, aquaculture, oil and soyfoods sectors. 
USSEC leveraged soy checkoff funding and scientific 
research findings that soybean meal derived from U.S. 
soybeans delivered the optimal nutritional bundle, bet-
ter animal performance, and superior value versus soy 
of other origins. USSEC also launched the Soybean 
Value Calculator ¬– an innovative tool that calculates 
the economic advantage of soy from various origins. In 
aquaculture, the In-Pond Raceway System continued to 
see uptake. In oil, the High Oleic Soy Sourcing Guide 
was launched, and the Specialty U.S. Soy Database saw 
rising usage. 

As consumers, companies and countries seek increas-
ing actions on sustainability and transparency, the U.S. 
Soy Sustainability Assurance Protocol (SSAP) was en-
hanced to enable customers to transfer SSAP certificates 
up to four times while keeping records of sustainable 
U.S. Soy purchases and report progress on Environmen-
tal, Social and Governance (ESG) goals. 

In MY 21/22, SSAP verified shipments grew 42% 
year-on-year, touching record volumes of 40.25 MMT 
and constituting a record 58% of total U.S. Soy exports. 
Additionally, the “Sustainable U.S. Soy” and “Fed with 
Sustainable U.S. Soy” labels saw increased adoption on 
850+ product packs. 

“As farmers, we have a deep commitment and re-
sponsibility to nourish the world sustainability. MY21/22 
marks another successful year for the soy checkoff, with 
record high value and the second-highest ever export 
volumes. This is largely attributable to the soy check-
off’s sustained investment and commitment to deliv-
ering solutions that create long-term value for all our 
stakeholders,” said Doug Winter, USSEC chairman, USB 
director, and Illinois soybean farmer. 

Global poultry, pork and aquaculture consumption 
are forecast to grow 17.8%, 13.1%, and 23%, respectively, 
by 2030[4]. Global soyfoods per capita consumption grew 
24% to 2.67 kg in 2020 from 2.16 kg in 2010[5]. As consum-
ers, food companies and countries increase their focus 
on value, sustainability and transparency, U.S. Soy is 
strongly positioned to meet global needs as a key source 
of sustainable protein. U.S. Soy is the United States’ 
number one food and agricultural export. The U.S. is the 
world’s second largest producer and exporter of soy. 

Countryside 
AtV
repAir

ATVs
& 

MORE!

NOW OFFERING
REBUILDS ON

ATV, UTV &
LAWN MOWER 

ENGINES!

2 Full-Time Mechanics On Duty

●  PARTS SALES & SERVICE  ●
JEFF O’BRIEN: 620-778-0142
22825 120th Road, St. Paul, KS 66771

countrysideatvrepair@gmail.com

STEEL BUILDING
INVENTORY SALE

40x65  •  60x90  •  100x150  •  Many Others Available

(800) 369-3882
www.toplinebuildings.com
sales@toplinebuildings.com

I-Beam Construction
Easy Bolt-Up Design

P.O. BOX 313, Clay Center, KS 67432
PH# 800-432-0265

-AVAILABLE IN PURPLE/SILVER
& RED/WHITE/BLUE

-PALLET DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

www.valleywidesales.com

AMERICAN 
FAMILY

NET WRAP:

67” x 9000’  -  $269    
67” x 8000’  -  $249
64” X 8000’  -  $239
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American Angus Auxiliary rounds out 70-year celebration
By Briley Richard, Angus 

Communications  
For 70 years, the Amer-

ican Angus Auxiliary has 
offered Angus enthusiasts 
the opportunity to work 
together to provide edu-
cational, promotional and 
social programs and ac-
tivities. Each year, Aux-
iliary members gather at 
Angus Convention to ed-
ucate members, discuss 
future efforts and raise 
funds for Angus genera-
tions to come. The Aux-
iliary held their Annual 
Meeting, Miss American 
Angus competition and 
Auxiliary Breakfast in 
conjunction with the 2022 
Angus Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

“Angus Convention is 
a great way for the Auxil-
iary directors, committee 
chairs, past presidents 
and membership to gather 
annually to look back at 
our year of progress,” said 
Deanna Hofing, American 
Angus Auxiliary 2021-
2022 president. “It allows 
us to connect with our 
members, establish new 
friendships and socialize 
with the Angus industry.”

During the Auxiliary 
Annual Meeting, mem-
bers elected new direc-
tors, officers and voted on 
changes to by-laws said 
Hofing.

A complete list of the 
2022-2023 officers and di-
rectors follows.

President – Julie Con-
over, Missouri

President Elect – Karla 

Knapp, Iowa
Secretary/Treasurer – 

Tonya Rae Theis, Kansas
Advisor – Deanna Hof-

ing, Indiana
Region 1 – Cindy Worth-

ington, California
Region 2 – Megan 

Ahern, Texas
Region 3 – Stacy Erd-

mann, North Dakota
Region 4 – Christy Per-

due, North Carolina
Region 5 – Rebecca 

Knott, Indiana
Region 6 – Valerie 

Trowbridge, Pennsylvania
In the Miss American 

Angus competition, five 
young ladies underwent a 
written quiz, an interview 
and presented a speech 
to a panel of judges. This 
year’s contestants includ-

ed Allison Davis, Ten-
nessee; Alexis Koelling, 
Missouri; Lizzie Schafer, 
Illinois; Kelsey Theis, 
Kansas; and Hailey Jentz, 
Wisconsin. The 2022 Miss 
American Angus, Mary 
Wood, concluded her 
reign by crowning Kelsey 
Theis as her successor. 

Through the past year 
of the 70th anniversary, 
the Auxiliary honored 
their work and the ded-
ication of women before 
them to strengthen their 
organization and its de-
votion to Angus youth. 
In final celebration, this 
year’s Auxiliary high-
light was the auctioning 
of a C.J. Brown painting, 
which included depic-
tions of 29 notable Angus 
cow families and all 68 
past presidents. The orig-
inal painting sold for 
$8,000, along with five cus-
tom artist proofs which 
totaled $5,100. 

“Our 70th year was 
a fantastic time to cel-
ebrate the Auxiliary’s 
achievements. I am thank-
ful, grateful and humbled 
by having the opportunity 
to be the 70th anniversary 

president,” Hofing said. 
“This year was the first 
time we participated in 
the National Junior Angus 
Show tailgate party, the 
first time we were able to 
provide $20,000 in scholar-
ships and the first year of 
the Miss American Angus 
advocacy program.”

Looking forward, the 
Auxiliary plans to con-
tinue providing juniors 
ample learning and lead-
ership opportunities in 
the future. 

“The Auxiliary has a 
bright future with the la-
dies who are now leading 
and will lead in future 
years,” Hofing said. “As 
times and culture chang-
es, the Auxiliary will 
have to change as well to 
stay relevant and forward 
thinking for the juniors.”

The 2022 Angus Con-
vention was held Nov. 4-7, 
2022 in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. For more news and 
information about Angus 
Convention, visit www.
angusconvention.com. 
To learn more about the 
American Angus Auxilia-
ry, visit www.angusauxil-
iary.com/.

The American Angus Auxiliary national officers and regional directors at the Aux-
iliary Breakfast held during the 2022 Angus Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Pictured left to right are: Stacy Erdmann, N.D.; Cindy Worthington, Ca.; Deanna 
Hofing, Ind.; Tonya Rae Theis, Ks.; Karla Knapp, Ia.; Julie Conover, Mo.; Megan 
Ahern, Texas; Valerie Trowbridge, Pa.; and Christy Perdue, N.C.

USGC 2022 Corn Harvest Quality Report: higher average 
test weight, protein content in this year’s harvested crop

According to the U.S. 
Grains Council’s (USGC’s) 
2022/2023 Corn Harvest 
Quality Report, the 12th 
annual corn quality sur-
vey published globally, the 
2022 U.S. corn crop enter-
ing the market channel 
has a higher average test 
weight, higher protein con-
centration and lower total 
damage relative to each 
quality factor’s average of 
the previous five crops.

Cool temperatures 
early in the year caused 
delays in planting but 
May’s warm weather al-
lowed farmers to catch 
up and the crop has since 
matured at a near-average 
pace. Areas of the west-
ern Corn Belt continued 
to endure higher heat and 
lower than expected pre-
cipitation.

These factors contrib-
uted to reduced yields in 
this year’s crop but accel-
erated maturation and the 
clear weather ensured a 
timely harvest, which has 
maintained crop quality.

The average aggregate 
quality of the represen-
tative samples tested was 
better than the grade fac-
tor requirements for U.S. 
No. 1 grade. The report 
also showed that 81.5 per-
cent of the samples met 
the grade factor require-
ments for U.S. No. 1 grade 
and 95.3 percent met the 
grade factor requirements 
for U.S. No. 2. 

“Through trade, the 
Council is committed to 
the furtherance of global 
food security and mutual 
economic benefit and of-
fers this report to assist 

buyers in making well-in-
formed decisions by pro-
viding reliable and time-
ly information about the 
quality of the current U.S. 
crop,” said Kurt Shultz, 
USGC senior director of 
global strategies. “This 
year’s supply allows the 
United States to remain 
the world’s leading corn 
exporter and will account 
for an estimated 29.9 per-
cent of global corn exports 
during the upcoming mar-
keting year.”

The report is based 
on 600 yellow corn sam-
ples taken from defined 
areas within 12 of the top 
corn-producing and ex-
porting states. Inbound 
samples were collected 
from local grain elevators 
to measure and analyze 
quality at the point of or-

igin and provide represen-
tative information about 
the variability of the qual-
ity characteristics across 
the diverse geographic re-
gions. 

This year’s crop showed 
higher test weight than 
2021; higher average total 
damage than 2021 but 
lower than the five-year 
average and the same av-
erage moisture content as 
2021 and the five-year aver-
age. The crop also showed 
higher average protein 
concentration than 2021 
and the five-year average.

Nearly all of the sam-
ples tested below the U.S. 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) action level 
for aflatoxins and 86.1 per-
cent of the samples tested 
below the 5.0 parts per mil-
lion FDA advisory level 
for deoxynivalenol (DON) 
or vomitoxin. Of the sam-

ples tested for fumonisin, 
98.9 percent tested below 
the FDA’s strictest guid-
ance level of 5.0 parts per 
million, a slightly higher 
proportion than in 2021.

The 2022 U.S. corn crop 
checks in at 353.84 million 
metric tons (13,930 million 
bushels) and the average 
yield is 10.81 metric tons/
hectare (172.3 bushels per 
acre), according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) World Agricultur-
al Supply and Demand Es-
timate.  

The 2022/2023 Corn Har-
vest Quality Report pro-
vides information about 
the quality of the current 
U.S. crop at harvest as it 
enters international mer-
chandising channels. A 
second Council report, 
the 2022/2023 Corn Export 
Cargo Quality Report, will 
measure corn quality at 

export terminals at the 
point of loading and will 
be available in early 2023. 

The Council will pres-
ent its findings to buyers 
around the world in roll-
out events starting in Jan-
uary 2022 with programs 
scheduled across Asia, 
Latin America and the 
Middle East. 

Presentations will con-
tinue through the first 
quarter of the new year 
and aim to offer partic-
ipants clear expectations 
regarding the quality of 
corn for this marketing 
year. During these events, 
crop quality information is 
accompanied by presenta-
tions on U.S. corn grading 
and handling, which helps 
provide a better under-
standing of how U.S. corn 
is moved and controlled 
through export channels.

UPCOMING SPECIAL ISSUES
 —  2022  —

Christmas Greetings Special - Dec. 20th

—  2023  —
Topeka Farm Show - January 3rd

Full of  Bullz - January 10th

Crop Production & Protection - Feb. 14th

Farm Building - March 7th

DEADLINES:
—     2022  —

Christmas Greetings - Dec. 14th, before Noon
—  2023  —

Topeka Farm Show - Dec. 28th, before Noon
Full of  Bullz - Jan. 4th, before Noon

Crop Production & Protection - Feb. 8th, before Noon
Farm Building - March 1st, before Noon

Donna Sullivan
– Managing Editor –

gandgeditor@agpress.com
Office: 785-539-7558

To advertise in these or future special issues, 
contact your                            sales rep:

Briana McKay
– Sales Representative –

briana@agpress.com
Office: 785-539-7558
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Kansas Forest Service opens orders for conservation tree and shrub seedlings  
By Maddy Rohr, K-State Research 

and Extension news service 
The Kansas Forest Service has opened orders for tree 

and shrub seedlings and other items for use in conserva-
tion plantings. 

Officials say orders will be taken through May 1, 2023. 
Plantings may function as wildlife habitat, windbreaks, 
wood lots, timber plantations or educational and ri-
parian (streambank) plantings. The seedlings typically 
vary in species, are low-cost, and range from eight to 18 
inches tall. 

Kansas State University horticulture expert Ward 
Upham said consumers ordering seedlings should look 
for two types: bareroot and containerized.  Certain trees 
may come as one or the other or both. 

“Containerized provide a higher survival rate and 

quicker establishment,” Upham said, who suggests or-
dering early “to ensure receiving the items you want.” 

Upham said orders start being shipped mid-March. 
All items are sold in single species units consisting of 
25 plants.  

“For example, a unit of Eastern Redcedar has 25 
trees per unit,” he said. “Though a single species unit 
is most commonly purchased, four special bundles are 
also available, including a quail bundle, pheasant bun-
dle, eastern pollinator bundle and western pollinator 
bundle.” 

Tree planting accessories and tools are also available 
to order including marking flags, root protective slurry, 
rabbit protective tubes, weed barrier fabric and tree 
tubes. 

“If there have been problems with deer browsing on 

young trees, the tree tubes are a must,” Upham said 
Seedlings may not be used for landscape (ornamen-

tal) plantings or grown for resale, Upham said. 
Additional details and order forms are available 

through The Kansas Forest Service Conservation Tree 
Planting Program. Order forms are also available from 
local K-State Research and Extension offices. 

Upham and his colleagues in K-State’s Department of 
Horticulture and Natural Resources produce a weekly 
Horticulture Newsletter with tips for maintaining home 
landscapes and gardens. The newsletter is available to 
view online or can be delivered by email each week. 

Interested persons can also send their garden and 
yard-related questions to Upham at wupham@ksu.edu, 
or contact your local K-State Research and Extension 
office.  

K-State researchers advancing computer circuitry to measure soil properties
By Pat Melgares, 

K-State Research and 
Extension news service 

Can an electronic cir-
cuit — not much larger 
than a postage stamp — 
help to speed up U.S. 
farmers’ goal to feed a 
hungry world? 

It might, says Raj Khos-
la, if it’s taught to measure 
soil properties of a farm 
field so that in a matter of 
seconds, farmers can ad-
just water, nitrogen and 
other inputs to abundantly 
grow crops. 

Think of it as farming 
in bits and bytes, in real 
time. 

“The United States has 
constructed an agriculture 
innovation agenda that in 
the next 28 crop cycles — 
which gets us to the year 
2050 — we want to grow 
40% more food than what 
is currently grown,” said 
Khosla, a precision agri-
culture specialist, profes-
sor and head of the Kansas 
State University agronomy 
department in the College 
of Agriculture. 

“But here is the caveat: 
We need to achieve this 
goal by using 50% less 
water and 50% less nitro-
gen applied to the crops, 
which are the two biggest 
drivers of crop production 

systems,” Khosla added. 
“This means we have to ac-
count for everything that 
goes into the water and 
nitrogen budget. We can’t 
leave room for error.” 

For the past ten years, 
Khosla has been method-
ically reducing the chance 
of error in several proj-
ects to develop biodegrad-
able sensors that measure 
soil moisture and nitrogen 
content. 

“Ten years ago, I was 
hypothesizing that some-
day we would have soil 
moisture sensors that we 
could literally throw out 
in a field, then ‘ping’ them 
with a computer to get 
a measure of that soil’s 
moisture content,” Khosla 
said. 

Khosla began conduct-
ing field experiments in 
2012 in collaboration with 
private partners that pro-
vided sensors mounted on 
a post and connected to 
cables that measured soil 
moisture at five depths. In 
that setup, Khosla deter-
mined that to cover a 22-
acre field, a farmer would 
need about 100 sensor 
nodes — each at a cost of 
about $3,000. 

“They were expensive,” 
he said. “Even today, they 
are cost-prohibitive for a 

farmer.
Installing those sen-

sors is labor-intensive and 
it’s a logistical nightmare 
to have 12-foot-tall posts 
sticking out of your 22-
acre field at such a high 
density.” 

Those early experi-
ments, though, served a 
purpose: to fuel the re-
search group’s motivation 
to provide a low-cost op-
tion that could still gath-
er detailed information of 
the farmer’s entire field. 

Now, Khosla is co-lead-
ing a collaborative team 
that is building on those 
early experiments. In 
2018, Khosla and his col-
leagues at the University 
of Colorado Boulder and 
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley received a 
U.S. Department of Ener-
gy grant that funds high-
risk/high-reward projects 
through the Advanced Re-
search Project Agency. 

The team of research-
ers includes materials sci-
entists and computer and 
electrical engineers from 
the collaborative institu-
tions. Other K-State agron-
omy researchers involved 
include Jeff Siegfried and 
Dipankar Mandal, both 
postdoctoral research fel-
lows; Wub Yilma, doctoral 

student; and Ross Unruh, 
assistant scientist. 

Together, the research-
ers aim to develop bio-
degradable sensors ca-
pable of measuring soil 
moisture content at high 
spatial densities. That 
would allow researchers 
to estimate soil moisture 
at every inch of a field 
and provide huge volumes 
of data that are crunched 
by computer algorithms to 
build an easily readable 
guide for the farmer. 

“There is no spot in the 
field where there will be 
guesswork,” Khosla said. 

Farmers already can 
apply water, nitrogen and 
other nutrients in very 
precise ways, using such 
current technologies as 
variable rate irrigation 
that can be adjusted to 
provide different rates 
of water in a field, Khos-
la said. But knowing the 
field’s needs, foot by foot, 
is limited to measure-
ments provided by satel-
lite images or unmanned 
aerial vehicles. Those are 
good ways to accommo-
date a field’s needs, but 
still not entirely precise, 
diagnostic or immediate. 

“One idea is that as a 
pivot is applying water in 
a field, you can ping sen-

sors that are lined up in 
the next 20, 50 or even 
100 feet of the pivot arm,” 
Khosla said. “That infor-
mation is sent back to the 
computer to re-create the 
real-time soil-moisture 
data surface that the pivot 
is encountering while it 
is applying the water, and 
the farmer or artificial in-
telligence-based decision 
tools can change the rate 
of application if neces-
sary. I think that’s going to 
be a big deal.” 

If farmers were to de-
ploy 100 sensors through-
out a field, the sensor cost 
— at 50 cents to $1 each — 
would be $50 to $100. Set-
ting them up would be as 
simple as walking the field 
and tossing or inserting 
them about. Because they 
would be biodegradable, 
they would never have to 
be collected. 

The eco-friendly bio-
degradable chips, which 
Khosla thinks will start to 
deteriorate in about 200 
days, are not yet available. 
Currently, the research 
team is using larger, more 
expensive circuits that are 
not biodegradable to make 
sure the huge volumes of 
data they are collecting 
can be processed by com-
puters using algorithms 

developed by K-State re-
searchers to translate 
data that enables farmers 
to make better decisions. 

“We can only manage 
what we can measure,” 
Khosla said. “If we can’t 
precisely measure the re-
sources that we’re trying 
to manage, then we won’t 
be able to help farmers. 
I think that’s particularly 
true for these two major 
inputs in crop production 
systems — water and ni-
trogen — that are environ-
mentally so sensitive and 
important.” 

This work, he said, is 
the first step toward an 
exciting agricultural era 
that involves more sensors 
and data-driven decisions. 

“These types of tech-
nologies often are for or-
ganizations with a very 
high demand for informa-
tion technology. They’re 
usually the first ones to get 
their hands on it,” Khosla 
said. “Well, this time it 
happens to be agriculture. 
It’s very exciting to be in 
that environment.” 

Read a longer version 
of this story in the Fall, 
2022 issue of Seek Mag-
azine, located at https://
www.k-state.edu/seek/fall-
2022. 

Emerging technology allows solar panels and agriculture to coexist
Renewable energy technologies such as wind tur-

bines and solar panels are gaining traction, but are 
sometimes met with local resistance because they take 
up valuable space that could otherwise be used for agri-
cultural production. Agrivoltaics provides a way of cre-
ating dual land usage, combining solar panels with crops 
or grazing animals in the same field. But this emerging 
technology faces regulatory headwind because the land 
will no longer be classified as agricultural.

A new study from the College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sciences (ACES) at the Uni-
versity of Illinois presents an overview of zoning and 
taxation regulations that affect agrivoltaics across the 
United States, identifying challenges and possible solu-
tions.

“There are many benefits to co-locating solar panels 
and agriculture on the same plot of land. There is an 
increased need for renewable energy, while agricultural 
land continues to decrease. When you’re able to find a 
technology where you can put these uses together, you 
may reduce the overall potential that either technology 
could have on its own, but you still get a better total out-
come. It can also be a very good financial diversification 
for the farmer,” says Tyler Swanson, one of the study’s 
authors. Swanson is an undergraduate student in the 
Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics 
(ACE) at U of I. He serves as a research assistant in the 
Bock Agricultural Law and Policy Program under the 
guidance of ACE professor and program director Bryan 
Endres.

The study focuses on regulations concerning solar 
panels and grazing because it is a more established 
practice. It can be difficult to find crops that thrive 
under solar panels, but for grazing animals, particularly 
sheep, the combination works out well. The sheep graze 
around the solar panels, providing needed vegetation 
maintenance.

“The sheep don’t really care about hanging wires or 

poles; as far as I know there’s never been an issue where 
the sheep have caused structural damage to the solar 
panels. They mostly just go around, eat the grass, sleep 
and lay under the panels during the day when it’s hot 
outside. They save the solar developer money, because 
there is no longer a need to hire a mowing company to 
trim the vegetation,” Swanson says.

Swanson and co-author Jessica Guarino, a postdoctor-
al research associate in ACE, identified zoning and tax-
ation regulations across the United States. They found 
agrivoltaics installation typically causes the area to be 
declassified as agricultural land, resulting in added 
regulatory burdens, higher taxes, and sometimes fiscal 
penalties for violating zoning ordinances. To further 
complicate matters, state and local policies may differ.

“Even if states are promoting policies supportive of 
the nexus of agriculture and renewable energy, there 
will often be local pushback,” Guarino says. “Especial-
ly in rural areas, there can be a lot of opposition to 
bringing in new technology on agricultural land, which 
is highly valued. For the farmers working that land, it’s 
usually a generational thing, so they are emotionally 
invested as well. That kind of social tension evolves into 
legal challenges for agrivoltaics.”

The researchers hope their work will encourage a 
shift to policies that incentivize agrivoltaics production 
and provide tax incentives rather than tax penalties for 
dual land usage.

Swanson and Guarino also identify another legal 
issue affecting agrivoltaics implementation: the con-
tractual agreements between farmers and solar panel 
developers.

Typically, a solar developer contracts with a farmer 
to bring sheep to the solar panel facility. In some cases, 
the solar panels are installed on existing farmland, and 
the farmer provides the vegetation management through 
grazing. Either way, both parties must ensure their prop-
erty is protected.

“You have a solar developer who has a multimil-
lion-dollar energy generation facility, and they want to 
make sure the sheep aren’t going to cause any damage 
to it. But you also have a farmer who has thousands of 
dollars or more in sheep, and they want to protect those 
as well,” Swanson explains.

“Generally, insurance costs will be high, as you need 
to hedge against damage to the solar farm, as well as 
potential harm to the sheep. There’s also the added cost 
of driving back and forth from the solar farms for the 
farmer, depending on how far away it is.”

Swanson and Guarino include a couple of sample 
contracts in their paper, including one from the Ameri-
can Solar Grazing Association, a trade group that assists 
sheep farmers in negotiating with a solar development 
company.

Swanson is currently a senior in ACE with environ-
mental economics and policy concentration. He says 
working on a research project has been a great way to 
apply classroom learning to real-world scenarios.

“In my classes, I learn about these different methods 
for diversification of agriculture and environmental 
markets, and about research methods and doing litera-
ture reviews, but now I finally get to put it into practice,” 
he says.

“It’s been my goal since I was a freshman to have a 
paper published by the time I graduate. So I’m accom-
plishing that goal right on time. It’s been fantastic to 
work on this paper with Jessica, and we are working on 
other exciting projects that will be coming out in the 
near future.”

To learn more about undergraduate student research 
opportunities, visit the College of ACES website.  

The paper, “Emerging agrivoltaic regulatory systems: 
A review of solar grazing,” is published in the Chica-
go-Kent Journal of Environmental and Energy Law.
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Kansas Corn welcomes EPA’s ethanol volume announcement
EPA received positive re-

actions from the Kansas and 
National Corn Growers Associ-
ation when the agency released 
its proposed ethanol levels for 
2023, 2024 and 2025 for the Re-
newable Fuels Standard (RFS). 
The proposed Renewable Vol-
ume Obligation (RVO) includes 
an implied 15 billion gallons 
for conventional ethanol for 
2023, which increases to 15.25 
billion gallons for both 2024 
and 2025. Kansas Corn Growers 
Association and National Corn 
Growers Association leaders 
were pleased with the EPA’s 
forward-looking approach of 
annual increases in the RVO 
proposal. Kansas Corn CEO 
Greg Krissek said the RVO pro-

posal is positive overall, meet-
ing the statutory level in 2023, 
with higher amounts in 2024 
and 2025. 

“The statutory level is 15 
billion gallons, but ethanol can 
play a much bigger role in our 
nation’s fuel supply. A simple 
step is to remove the oautdated 
barrier to year-round sales of 
E15 fuel, which we are work-
ing to pass through Congress,” 
Krissek said. “In the past, EPA 
was known to delay the RVO 
proposals and then issue them 
retroactively. Providing this 
baseline through 2025 gives us 
more certainty,” Krissek said.

The Renewable Volume Ob-
ligation (RVO) sets the annual 
volumes of ethanol and other 

renewable fuels to be used in 
the fuel supply to reduce emis-
sions, expand and diversify the 
fuel supply, improve energy se-
curity and lower costs.

“EPA clearly recognizes that 
renewable fuels like ethanol 
play a critical role in cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
increasing U.S. energy inde-
pendence and providing long-
term relief to consumers at the 
pump. With continued pressure 
on energy security and costs 
and the need to accelerate car-
bon emission reductions, how-
ever, biofuels can contribute 
even more, and we will make 
that case to EPA for the final 
volumes,” said National Corn 
Growers Association president 

Tom Haag.
In addition to proposing the 

levels through 2025, the agency 
also followed through on pro-
posing to restore the remaining 
250 million gallons from a prior 
court decision for 2023. EPA 
did not propose a specific up-
date for lifecycle GHG assess-
ments of biofuels but instead 
will take further comment and 
review options for a future up-
date. Such an update is over-
due and necessary to accurate-
ly reflect the shrinking carbon 
footprint of today’s ethanol, 
and NCGA will continue urging 
EPA to adopt the Department 
of Energy’s data-driven assess-
ment.

The 2023-2025 proposal is 

EPA’s first RFS volume rule 
based on qualitative environ-
mental, economic and agricul-
ture factors listed in the stat-
ute, rather than specific vol-
umes in law, which afforded 
EPA greater latitude in propos-
ing these annual requirements 
within certain guardrails. As 
such, EPA builds on the strong 
baseline of the 2022 RFS vol-
umes, which included the full 
statutory 15 billion gallons for 
ethanol, providing for modest 
future growth with this pro-
posal.

KCGA and NCGA will sub-
mit detailed comments to EPA 
on the proposal, and EPA has 
agreed to finalize the RFS vol-
umes by June 2023.

Volunteer trees need to be controlled now
During December, 

many homeowners are fo-
cused on Christmas trees, 
but Kansas State Univer-
sity horticulture expert 
Ward Upham said there 
are other trees to be think-
ing about. 

“Though trees are a vital 
part of our landscapes, 
there are situations where 
volunteer trees need to be 
controlled,” Upham said. 

Volunteer trees are sap-
lings that grow from seeds 
by themselves. Often the 
issue is the wrong plant in 
the wrong place, such as 
home lawns. 

 “If the tree is still 
small and a desirable spe-
cies, you may want to con-
sider transplanting in the 
spring,” Upham said. 

Active control mea-
sures can be taken if the 
tree is not desirable. Most 
trees re-sprout after cut-

ting, but those that don’t, 
can be effectively con-
trolled by cutting. Upham 
listed a few examples of 
common species that do 
re-sprout after being cut: 

• Siberian Elm. 
• Hackberry. 
• Osage Orange. 
• Oak. 
• Ash. 
• Aspen. 
• Cottonwood. 
• Maple. 
• Sycamore. 
• Willow. 
 Tree species that do 

re-sprout after cutting call 
for different control meth-
ods. “These trees will ei-
ther need to be dug out or 
the cut stump treated with 
herbicide after cutting,” 
Upham said. 

 Upham said the rec-
ommendations he gives to 
control volunteer trees are 
only for those that come 

from seeds rather than 
suckers that originate 
from the roots of an exist-
ing tree. 

 “Using herbicides on 
suckers will damage and 
very possibly kill the orig-
inal tree,” Upham said. 
“Trees that commonly pro-
duce suckers include tree 
of heaven, honey locust, 
black locust, western soap-
berry, cottonwood, aspen, 
poplar, willow and box 
elder.” 

 According to Upham, 
the most commonly avail-
able herbicides are tric-
lopyr and glyphosate.  

 Roundup is a common 
name for an herbicide that 
contains glyphosate, while 
triclopyr is found in many 
brush killers. 

 “Read the label before 
purchasing to make sure 
that a stump treatment is 
listed,” Upham said. “Most 

often the undiluted or 
lightly diluted product is 
applied to the stump im-
mediately after cutting.” 

 Regardless of the her-
bicide used, it is important 
to treat the stump imme-
diately or within five min-
utes of cutting.  

“Trees do not need to 
be actively growing to be 
controlled,” Upham said. 

“Actually this time of year 
is a very good time to treat 
as long as applications are 
made when the tempera-
ture is about freezing.”  

Upham and his col-
leagues in K-State’s De-
partment of Horticulture 
and Natural Resources 
produce a weekly Horti-
culture Newsletter with 
tips for maintaining home 

landscapes. The newslet-
ter is available to view on-
line or can be delivered by 
email each week. 

 Interested persons can 
also send their garden- and 
yard-related questions to 
Upham at wupham@ksu.
edu, or contact your local 
K-State Research and Ex-
tension office. 

Angus Foundation offers elite 
genetics in five January sales

By Peyton Schmitt, Angus Communications
The Angus Foundation announced its plans to offer four elite heifer pregnancies, 

along with the Angus Foundation Heifer Package, in January 2023. The pregnancies 
will sell in Oklahoma City during Cattlemen’s Congress at the Bases Loaded, Denim and 
Diamonds, and Angus at the Congress sales, and in Denver at the Angus Foundation 
Female Sale at the National Western Stock Show. Lathrop Livestock Services has also 
donated complimentary trucking of the females. Funds raised by the pregnancies fur-
ther the Foundation’s mission to support Angus education, youth and research.

“We are thrilled to offer such an exciting set of heifer pregnancies in the month of 
January,” said Jaclyn Boester, Angus Foundation executive director. “We’re thankful 
for the generosity of the breeders who have donated these pregnancies and their com-
mitment to the Foundation’s mission.”

In addition to the pregnancies, the Angus Foundation Heifer Package will sell at the 
National Angus Bull Sale, Jan. 6, 2023 in Oklahoma City during Cattlemen’s Congress. 
The 2023 Angus Foundation Heifer Package is being donated by Coleman Angus of 
Charlo, Montana. The heifer, Coleman Chloe 173 (AAA+*20076459), is the highest $M val-
ued Coleman Chloe female in the ranch’s herd and is backed by a pedigree represented 
by the operation’s most notable cow families. She is due to calve to Coleman Full Deck 
118 on January 20, 2023. The heifer package also includes an Advanced Reproductive 
Technology Package from Trans Ova Genetics, trucking to the buyer donated by Lath-
rop Livestock Services and 30 days of mortality insurance donated by Liberty Specialty 
Markets.

For more information about the heifer pregnancies or the Angus Foundation Heifer 
Package, contact Boester at JBoester@Angus.org. 

Listed below are the heifer pregnancies.
Donated by: Brinkley Angus — Milan, Missouri and Lazy H Ranch — Hays
            Sire: 1955517 — Connealy Clarity
            Dam: 18141005 — KCF Miss Fortress B398
            Sale: Bases Loaded, Jan. 3 — Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Donated by: Big Timber Cattle Company — Lithia, Florida
            Sire: 20060473 — Poss Winchester
            Dam: 20049638 — BIG Salvation of T276 B138
            Sale: Denim and Diamonds, Jan. 4 — Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Donated by: Williams Angus — Gray, Tennessee
            Sire: 19597261 — Poss Deadwood
            Dam: 18861105 — Powell Erica 7312
            Sale: Angus at the Congress, Jan. 5 — Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Donated by: Poss Angus — Scotia, Nebraska
            Sire: 19597261 — Poss Deadwood
            Dam: 19738407 — Poss Blueblood 0664
            Sale: Angus Foundation Female Sale, Jan. 12 — Denver, Colorado

KFB launching RKAP apprenticeship 
program focused on rural workforce

Kansas Farm Bureau 
(KFB) has announced 
the creation of the Rural 
Kansas Apprenticeship 
Program (RKAP) devel-
oped with a grant from 
the Kansas Department of 
Commerce’s Office of Reg-
istered Apprenticeship to 
help address workforce 
needs in rural communi-
ties across Kansas.

“We’re excited about 
this partnership oppor-
tunity to offer a program 
where employers and em-
ployees grow alongside 
each other,” says Joel Left-
wich, KFB chief strategy 
officer. “RKAP will assist 
businesses to create indi-
vidual programs to meet 
their needs while employ-
ees will receive on-the-job 

training, mentorship and 
increased earning poten-
tial.”

RKAP is Kansas’ first 
registered apprenticeship 
program focused solely on 
agriculture and rural com-
munities to provide indus-
try-driven career pathways 
for farmers, ranchers and 
small businesses serving 
agricultural areas. Regis-
tered apprenticeships ben-
efit employers by devel-
oping a skilled and loyal 
workforce. Meanwhile, ap-
prentices enjoy a full-time 
job with a certified cre-
dential showing mastery of 
their craft.

“Apprenticeship pro-
grams allow us to expand 
the skillsets of our work-
force to meet the needs of 

rural communities,” says 
Shonda Atwater, director 
of Apprenticeship and In-
ternship for the Kansas 
Department of Commerce. 
“Investing in talent – a 
key pillar in the Kansas 
Framework for Growth – 
is critical because it cre-
ates opportunities for our 
young people to thrive.” 

Registered apprentice-
ships can be tailored to 
meet the needs of every 
business and industry. The 
model has proven success-
ful amongst other indus-
tries including construc-
tion, healthcare and man-
ufacturing for many years 
in Kansas. For more infor-
mation on RKAP, contact 
Joel Leftwich at leftwichj@
kfb.org.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Rural St. Marys, KS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 - 10:00 AM
St. Marys Senior Center, 403 W. Lasley St., ST. MARYS, KANSAS

55 Acres: Retired CRP Native Grass to be sold in 2 equal size tracts with 27.5 acres m/l each. Located on B 
Road, Delia in Southwest Jackson County: Each tract has just under 660 Ft. frontage on B Road & 1,822 Ft deep.
Only 6 miles northeast of St. Marys, these home site/mini farms have great potential for your new home with 
rural water available. Established native grass that could be your small pasture to raise your own livestock or 
convert to a small farming operation. Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity to own your own mini farm.

Please go to website address below for other information:

SELLER: DOYLE & LAURA PEARL
For more information go to: www.pearlrealestate.org
Pearl Real Estate & Appraisal Service, Inc.

ST. MARYS, KS 66536  785 437-6007
Mike Pearl, Broker: 785-256-5174  Dennis Rezac, Auctioneer: 785-456-4187

ESTATE AUCTION
* TOOLS * FURNITURE * METAL * HOUSEHOLD & MORE!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 * 10:00 AM
LOCATION: 105 Third Street, OLSBURG, KANSAS

Directions: Auction is at the corner of Third Street and Highway 16 in Olsburg

For questions call:

MORGAN RIAT,
REALTOR®/AUCTIONEER

785-458-9259
or email:

morgan@foundationks.com Visit us at www.foundationks.com for more details & pictures!

SELLER:
The STEPHEN 

VASSEY ESTATE210 N. 4th St., Suite B, MANHATTAN, KS

SMALL TRAILER will sell at Noon (no title)
FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD: Queen size bedframe w/headboard, corner stand, Sanyo flatscreen 
TV, DVDs, storage shelving, lawn chairs, fans, space heaters, oil lamps, table top lamps, reclining 
loveseat, reclining couch, rolltop desk, microwave, microwave oven, stainless steel shelving, other 
small kitchen appliances, kitchenware, bakeware, stainless steel kitchen cart, deepfreeze, pots & pans.
LAwN, GARDEN & MORE: Lawn cart, tomato cages, Briggs & Stratton generator, Stihl MS 170 chain-
saw, ammo cans, air tools, hand tools, sockets, screw drivers,
wrenches, splitting wedge, saw horses, miter saw w/stand, Ridgid air mover, 63cc generator, extension 
cords, garden hose, 90 amp flux wire welder, Milton bench vise, angle grinder, locking C pliers, drills, 
sanders, skil saws, oilers, drill press, new in the box Ryobi router table, lights, screws, nuts, bolts, misc. 
fasteners, creeper, engine hoist, Craftsman tool chest, tap & die set, Ryobi chainsaw, Ryobi snow shov-
el, table saw, plywood, floor jack, spot sprayers, mower jack, Salamander heater, shop vac, air bubble, 
ladders, bench grinders, dolly, bbq grill, shepherds hook.

Two full sheets of diamond plate steel, one sheet of expanded metal & lumber.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: On behalf of us at Foundation Realty and Stephen’s family and friends 
we’re proud to bring you his items to the auction block!

For Terms See Website. Announcements on the day of sale take precedence over all advertising. 

GUN & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
LIVE AUCTION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022 - 9:30 AM
125 S. Kansas Avenue, TOPEKA, KANSAS       MOHAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

GUNS: Over 35 firearms to in-
clude: Colt, Winchester, H&R, 
Glock, Browning, High Stan-
dard, Mossberg, Mauser, Marlin, 
Stoeger, Smith & Wesson, Ruger, 
Beretta, Taurus, EAA and others. 
All Firearms will be transferred 
in accordance with Federal ATF 
requirements. All firearms will be 
returned to Kull Auction, 201 SE 
59th St., Topeka, KS for transfer 
the day of the auction.

EQUIPMENT & TOOLS: job box-
es; ladders; torch sets; nailers; 
portable air compressors; portable 
heaters; RR jacks; tampers; con-

crete vibrators; Rigid pipe thread-
ers & vises; Milwaukee magnet 
drill press; (6) transits; laser levels; 
portable band saws; Sawzall’s; 
table saws; hammer drills; chains 
hoists; scaffolding; many drills; 
many hand tools; welders; pumps; 
huge quantity of industrial nuts & 
bolts; Cadweld weld materials, jigs 
& dies; tons and tons of scrap met-
als; dimensional lumber; beacon 
tower lights; overhead shop heat-
ers; vintage signage; cabinetry, 
office equipment, desks; chairs; 
bathroom fixtures, interior oak trim, 
interior doors and much more.

Kull Auction & Real Estate Co., Inc.
785-862-8800 * 201 SE 59th ST. Topeka, KS

www.KullAuction.com
Dan Kull, Auctioneer 

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Payment 
is due the day of Auction! Cash and 
credit cards will be accepted. 10% 
buyer’s premium if paid by cash, 13% 
by credit card. All equipment sells “as 
is,” “where is.” Concessions

NOTE: Due to the straightening of the I-70 viaduct over downtown Topeka, Mohan Construc-
tion and many others are forced to relocate. All buildings in the area to be razed. Everything 
Sells! This is a 60+ year accumulation of Mohan Construction & Costelow Engineering & 
Tower erectors. THIS IS A LIVE AUCTION ONLY!

Impossible to list all.
SEE WWW.KULLAUCTION.COM FOR PHOTOS & GUN DESCRIPTIONS

REMOVAL: Dates & Times:
Friday, December 16 & Saturday, December 17, 9-4 PM. 

Now is a good time to get rid of 
unused items on the farm

CLASSIFIED LINER ADS look 
like this. First line is in all-caps 
and bold. No other formatting 
available. Pay by-the-word.  
Words counted by a space. 
Phone numbers or words sep-
arated by a dash are 1 word. 
Words separated by a backs-
lash are counted as 2.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY 
ADS LOOK LIKE THIS!
• Includes a defining border 

around the ad.
• Pay by the inch.

All formatting is available.
Photos/ logos optional.

Can be 1 or 2* columns wide. 
*Depending on classification

Color is now available for 
classified display ads!*

*Color is $15.50 per in. Ad must be 
at LEAST 1colX3.5” to run in color 

in the classified section.

CLASSIFIED LINER ADS:
70¢ per word. 

Discounts available for pre-paid ads that 
run 2+ weeks.

Visit us online, give us a call, stop by, or 
fill in and mail the ad form on page 16 to 

submit a classified liner ad.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
$11.00 per column inch.
Discounts not available.

Give us a call, stop by, or contact your 
Grass & Grain sales rep to place a

classified display ad!

www.GrassAndGrain.com
785-539-7558

1531 Yuma St • Manhattan, KS 65502

Classifieds
are the perfect way to do it!
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Due to the uncertainty of 
events, if you plan to at-
tend any of the following 
auctions and have any 
doubts, please contact 
the auction company to 
confirm that the auction 
will be conducted and 
inquire about safety pro-
cedures if you are con-
cerned. And please check 
their websites.

Hundreds of auctions, on-
line and in-person. www.
kansasauctions.net/gg/

Always great online Equip-
ment auctions — www.
purplewave.com

Accepting Consignments 
for End of Year Online 
Only Auctions. www.mid 
westauctionpros.com. 
Auctioneers: Midwest 
Auction Pros.

Online Auction (Open 
NOW, begins closing 2 
pm, Dec. 19) — 480 Lots 
inc.: Hull Pottery, Toys, 
Christmas Tabletop blow 
molds, Christmas Village 
Dept. 56 & accessories, 
Christmas decorations, 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Wear-Ever cookware & 
more selling for proper-
ty of Gloria Hannon held 
online www.GriffinReal 
EstateAuction.com. Auc-
tioneers: Griffin Real Es-
tate & Auction.

December 12 — Real Es-
tate Auction consisting 
of Smith County land: T1: 
154.43 ac. farmland with 
89.01 crop acres, 65.40 
acres pasture; T2: 157.70 
farmland acres, 69.90 
crop acres, 87.80 pasture 
held at Smith Center for 
Higby Farms. Auction-
eers: Thummel Real Es-
tate & Auction, LLC.

December 15 — Over 35 
Firearms including Colt, 
Winchester, H&R, Glock, 
Browning, High Standard 
& more; construction 
equipment & tools held 
at Topeka for Mohan Con-
struction. Auctioneers: 
Kull Auction & Real Es-
tate Co., Inc.

December 15 — Special 
Bred Cow-Heifer sale 
held at Beatrice Live-
stock Sales, Beatrice, Ne-

braska
December 17 — Small trail-

er (no title), furniture & 
household, lawn, garden, 
tools & more, 2 full sheets 
of diamond plate steel 
& other metal & lumber 
held at Olsburg for the 
Stephen Vassey Estate. 
Auctioneers: Foundation 
Realty, Morgan Riat.

December 17 — Kechi Con-
signment auction includ-
ing vehicles, tractors, 
field equip., shop tools, 
lawn & garden, farm 
primitives & collectibles 
(no household) held at 
Valley Center. Auction-
eers: Morris Yoder Auc-
tion.

December 17 — M9000 
Kubota Tractor with 
loader & bucket, 1995 
Dodge pickup, VX4-
60” Hustler mower, 24’ 
gooseneck trailer & oth-
er trailers, attachments, 
implements, outdoor & 
hunting items inc. 2019 
Honda 4-wheeler, UTV 
attachments, tools, build-
ing supplies, Case 30 ped-
al tractor & more held at 
Manhattan. Auctioneers: 
Crossroads Real Estate & 
Auction, LLC.

December 17 — Skid steer 
loader, attachments, 
2022 (New) Farm Dump 
Trailer, cargo trailers & 
others, 2008 Jayco Eagle 
5th wheel travel trailer, 
Polaris ATV 4-wheeler, 
sprayer, shotgun, mower, 
welder, generator, etc., 
power & hand tools in-
cluding DeWalt, many 
long handle items, house-
hold, office supplies & 
more held at Beatrice, 
Nebraska for Absolute 
auction of Gage County 
Sheriff. Auctioneers: Jur-
gens, Henrichs, Hardin & 
Sommerhalder.

December 17 — Real Es-
tate consisting of 55 acres 
retired CRP Native Grass 
to be sold in 2 equal size 
tracts with 27.5 ac. m/l 
each; possible homesite/
mini farm held at St. 
Marys for Doyle & Laura 
Pearl. Auctioneers: Pearl 
Real Estate & Appraisal 

Service.
December 29 — Land auc-

tion consisting of 145 
acres m/l of Marshall 
County cropland with 135 
ac. m/l of excellent up-
land tillable with water-
ways & terraces - Prime 
Land held live at Marys-
ville for Larry & Maxine 
Plegge. Auctioneers: 
Vaughn Roth Land Bro-
kers.

January 7, 2023 — Collect-
ibles inc.: Antique Par-
lor Woodstove, hanging 
B&H #96 oil lamp, 1970s 
Red Honda Spree mo-
ped, vintage double sid-
ed lighted Schlitz sign, 
25 vintage railroad metal 
signs & other signs, metal 
& tin advertising, 75+ cast 
iron items, 600+ license 
plates, 50+ steel traps, 
crocks, 300+ Farm & Vin-
tage Toys inc. Precision 
Classics, 1:16 w/boxes, 
Tonka & more, coins & 
misc. held at Lawrence 
for private sellers from 
Tecumseh & western 
Kansas. Auctioneers: El-
ston Auctions.

January 14, 2023 — Real 
Estate auction consist-
ing of 154.5 acres m/l of 
Marshall County Farm-
land of which 142.15 ac. 
are terraced crop acres, 
balance waterways and 
wooded areas for wildlife 
habitat held at Frankfort 
for Paul Seiwald Trust. 
Auctioneers: Cline Real-
ty & Auction, LLC.

January 17, 2023 — Land 
Auction consisting of 
445.7 Acres of Butler 
County land inc. pas-
ture, trees, large pond, 
good access, rural water 
meter, (selling surface 
rights only) held live at 
El Dorado for William C. 
Paulson, Jr. & Pamela S. 
Paulson Revocable Trust 
AND the Martha Paulson 
Pope Living Trust. Online 
bidding available: www.
Sundgren.com. Auction-
eers: Sundgren Realty, 
Inc., Land Brokers.

April 8, 2023 — Fink Beef 
Genetics 37th Annual 
Sale held at Randolph.

Grass & Grain Area 
Auctions and Sales

Cover cropping up to 7.2% 
in U.S. Midwest, boosted 
by government programs

Cover crops, with their 
ability to reduce erosion 
and promote soil health, 
are being planted across 
more Midwestern land 
than ever. That’s accord-
ing to new University of 
Illinois research show-
ing cover crop adoption 
reached 7.2% in 2021, up 
from just 1.8% a decade 
prior. The finding is the re-
sult of sophisticated satel-
lite-based remote sensing 
efforts that accurately de-
tected cover crops across 
140 million acres of crop-
land and tracked their ex-
pansion over 20 years.

“It’s impossible to do 
field surveys for the whole 
Midwest. And so, remote 
sensing can provide a 
cost-effective approach 
for cover crop detection. 
We can monitor every field 
from the very beginning to 
the end of the year, giving 
us a clear idea of what 
happened over time,” says 
Qu Zhou, the study’s lead 
author and a doctoral stu-
dent in the Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences 
(NRES), part of the Col-
lege of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental 
Sciences at Illinois. Zhou 
is supervised by Kaiyu 
Guan, associate professor 
in NRES, founding direc-
tor of the Agroecosystem 
Sustainability Center, and 
senior author on the study.

The uptick in cover 
crop adoption comes 
against a backdrop of in-
creasing state and federal 
incentive programs, a sta-
tistically significant driv-
er, according to the study. 

“We analyzed the area 
of cover crops in each 
year with that year’s fund-
ing and we found that it’s 
highly correlated. We also 
checked the investments 
across different states, 
showing some states have 
higher cover crop percent-
ages that are related to 
their funding investment,” 
says Sheng Wang, research 
assistant professor in 
NRES and study co-author. 

To understand the im-
pacts of conservation pol-
icies, the team first had to 
assess the extent of cover 
crop adoption across the 
region, a technical chal-
lenge. On-the-ground sur-
veys are accurate, but are 
time-consuming and diffi-
cult to scale up. Previous 
remote-sensing-based es-
timates of cover crops lost 
ground-based accuracy in 
favor of greater spatial 
coverage. However, the 
majority of remote-sensing 
studies focused on small-
er areas, such as single 
states, and couldn’t be re-
liably scaled nationwide. 

In the new study, Guan’s 
team developed a novel 
algorithm to detect cover 
crops from space, integrat-
ing a detailed understand-
ing of cover crop growth 
with machine learning 
and creating high-resolu-
tion maps for the entire 
Midwest region. 

To the untrained eye, 
satellite vegetation data 
looks like a massive green 
blur across the landscape. 
Figuring out which greens 
actually represented 
cover crops was a matter 
of timing. The researchers 
developed algorithms to 
watch for bare soils turn-
ing green between April 
and May, when most cover 
crops are actively growing, 

then for soils to emerge 
again once cover crops 
were terminated and be-
fore cash crop growth 
began. 

Once they locked on 
that particular pulse of 
green, avoiding patchy or 
asynchronous greening 
that would indicate weed 
growth in fields, the re-
searchers developed dy-
namic thresholds to iden-
tify signals of cover crops, 
as their growth varies 
from region to region and 
year to year. 

“We compared our sat-
ellite data with census 
data for 2012-2017 and 
validated it against field-
based data from almost 
all the available sources 
we could find, including 
our partners, the USDA 
Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) and Indiana De-
partment of Agriculture. 
So we are confident we 
were detecting cover crops 
with high fidelity in our 
model,” Guan says. “Every 
study has uncertainties, 
but I think this is so far 
the most certain answer.”

“Leveraging remote 
sensing and novel algo-
rithms gives us confidence 
that the federal crop in-
surance program is being 
administered effective-
ly,” says James Hipple, 
RMA senior physical sci-
entist and a co-author of 
the study. “Additionally, 
it helps us better under-
stand the impact of USDA’s 
efforts to support farm-
ers who implement cover 
crops. In recent years, 
USDA has stepped up its 
support for this important 
conservation practice, in-
cluding adding premium 
benefits for producers who 
plant cover crops, a new 
partnership with Farmers 
for Soil Health, increases 
in technical and financial 
assistance for cover crop 
adoption, and added flex-
ibilities for haying, graz-
ing and chopping cover 
crops.”

The most significant 
gains in cover crop adop-
tion occurred in recent 
years and were strongly 
correlated with the onset 
of cover crop assistance 
programs. For example, 
funding for cost-share 
programs increased from 
$5 million in 2005 to $156 
million in 2018, with the 
greatest rate of investment 
after 2015. Cover crop 
adoption doubled across 
the region between 2017 
and 2021.

Although 7.2% adoption 
represents a four-fold in-
crease since 2011, it’s still 
a very small percentage.

“From a policy per-
spective, we are overly 
reliant on cost-share as-
sistance for this practice, 

but we do see innovation,” 
says co-author Jonathan 
Coppess, associate profes-
sor in the Department of 
Agricultural and Consum-
er Economics, also part of 
the College of ACES at Il-
linois. “For example, Illi-
nois and Iowa have led the 
way using a discount in 
crop insurance premiums 
for adopting cover crops 
and both have proven pop-
ular at a relatively low 
cost. USDA experimented 
with it as well recently. 
Much more innovation in 
the policy is needed if we 
are to help transition to 
widespread adoption and 
successful management of 
this practice. The policies 
need to incorporate risk 
components and do more 
than merely cover a por-
tion of the cost.”

Cover crops represent 
a potential risk in terms 
of the spring planting 
window, in which farmers 
must quickly terminate 
cover crops and get cash 
crop seeds planted amid 
increasingly challenging 
weather conditions. But 
perhaps more notably, if 
not managed properly, 
cover crops can be asso-
ciated with yield penal-
ties affecting cash crops 
in the following season. A 
recent Stanford Universi-
ty-led study, which relied 
on Guan’s satellite imag-
ery and analysis of cover 
crops in the Midwest, in-
dicated cover crops can 
decrease corn yield by 
around 5%. 

“At the moment, cover 
cropping remains some-
thing for innovators and 
early adopters; it hasn’t 
taken hold as a common 
practice,” Coppess says. 
“A big part of the prob-
lem is that adding cover 
crops to the rotation is a 
systems change for the 
farmer and the fields. It 
adds cost, risk, and man-
agement challenges, but 
important learning is hap-
pening among innovators 
and farmers are gaining 
valuable experience.”

The article, “Recent 
rapid increase of cover 
crop adoption across the 
U.S. Midwest detected 
by fusing multi-source 
satellite data,” is pub-
lished in Geophysical 
Research Letters [DOI: 
10.1029/2022GL100249]. 
This work was primarily 
supported by the USDA 
Risk Management Agen-
cy (RMA), USDA Nation-
al Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) Foun-
dational Program awards, 
U.S. Department of Ener-
gy’s Advanced Research 
Projects Agency-Energy 
(ARPA-E) SMARTFARM 
projects, and an NSF CA-
REER Award.

Former Plainville Livestock 
Commission owner sentenced to 
prison, millions in restitution

By Cristina Janney, 
Hays Post

After a case lasting al-
most four years, the former 
owner of the Plainville 
Livestock Commission was 
sentenced Nov. 29 in feder-
al court in Kansas City on a 
multi-million-dollar check 
kiting scheme.

Tyler Gillum, former 
owner of the Plainville 
Livestock Commission, 
per a sentencing agree-
ment, was sentenced by 
Judge Daniel Crabtree to 
60 months in prison and 
more than $7.2 million in 
restitution.

Gillum’s sentences on 
all counts will run concur-
rently. He will be required 
to serve three years of 
post-release supervision.

The restitution includ-
ed $6.8 million to Land-
mark National Bank 
of Manhattan, Kansas, 
$250,000 to Federal In-
surance Company and 
$208,000 to TBK Bank of 
Dallas.

Gillum will owe an ad-
ditional $3,300 in fines.

As a part of his sen-
tencing agreement, he has 
agreed not to appeal his 
conviction or sentencing.

Gillum was convicted 
on 33 federal counts, in-
cluding 31 counts of bank 
fraud, one count of making 
a false statement in con-
nection with a Small Busi-

ness Administration-guar-
anteed loan, and one count 
of making a false statement 
in a loan or credit card ap-
plication.

In the aftermath of Gil-
lum’s crimes, payments to 
ranchers for the sale of 
their cattle were delayed 
almost a year, banks were 
defrauded of millions of 
dollars and a rural bank 
closed.

Gillum owned and oper-
ated Plainville Livestock 
Commission Inc. from 2006 
until 2019.

Between January 2015 
and August 2017, Gillum 
wrote checks and made 
wire transfers between 
various accounts under his 
control at various banks 
in a scheme commonly 
known as check kiting, ac-
cording to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

This is when checks are 
continually written back 
and forth to fraudulently 
inflate account balances, 
tricking banks into hon-
oring checks written with 
insufficient funds. Gillum’s 
scheme resulted in losses 
of more than $10 million 
to the banking system, ac-
cording to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office.

Bank officials inter-
vened in February 2019. 
Almena Bank froze Gil-
lum’s accounts, including 
a custodial account, which 

was supposed to hold 
money due to ranchers 
who sold cattle at Gillum’s 
livestock auctions.

Checks from the Plain-
ville Livestock Commis-
sion for two sales—one at 
the end of January 2019 
and the other on Feb. 5, 
2019 – bounced.

Ranchers who were due 
more than $900,000 in auc-
tion proceeds had to wait 
more than ten months to 
receive payment for their 
cattle.

Plainville Livestock 
Commission declared 
bankruptcy on March 1, 
2019.

In October 2020, Alme-
na Bank failed. “The $69 
million-asset bank was 
closed by its state regula-
tor, then sold by the FDIC 
to Equity Bank in Ando-
ver,” according to a story 
in  American Banker on 
March 26, 2021.

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022 * 10:30 AM
AUCTION LOCATION: 1437 Fearon Lane, MANHATTAN, KS

(Off of Deep Creek Road)

Check us out on Facebook & Online for more info www.kscrossroads.com
www.facebook.com/KScrossroadsauctions

TrACTOr, TrUCK, MOwer, 
TrAILerS: M9000 Kubota 
Tractor (4344 hours) w/LA1251 
loader & 6’ bucket (other at-
tachments sell separately); 
1995 Dodge pickup (V8, auto, 
SLT and 128,523 miles); VX4-
60” Hustler mower (189 hrs. w/
FX1000V Kawasaki motor); 24’ 
gooseneck flatbed trailer w/5th 
wheel hitch; truck bed trailer; 
sm. utility trailer. 
ATTACHMeNTS, IMpLeMeNTS: 
PRO works pallet forks (5500 
lb.), Pro Works dual hay spear; 
5’ box blade; hydraulic 3pt. log 
splitter (heavy duty); 3 pt. rotary 
mower; 4’ packer; single bottom 
plow; fuel stand; 5’ 3 pt. blade; 3 
pt. scoop; mini garden disc. 

OUTdOOr/HUNTINg: 2019 
Honda 4-Wheeler (2318 
miles); Deer feeders; antlers; 
Jon boat; decoys; lanterns; 
water jugs; hunting blinds; sev. 
tree stands; UTV blade attach-
ment; Finco UTV sprayer; 100-
gal fuel tank w/pump. 

TOOLS: Lincoln AC/DC 220 
welder; 3/8” Milwaukee Impact 
180; Miller Matic 135 welder 
w/gas & accessories; exten-
sion cords; LOTS of hand tools 
(Craftsman and others); prybars; 
ratchet & tow straps; boomers; 
chains; sawhorses; Stihl MS260 
chainsaw; jack stands; bottle 
jacks; sm. acetylene torch set; 
gear wrenches; big vintage vise; 
roller stands; air hoses; sev. 
ladders; shop vac; scaffolding; 
3 ton floor jack; creeper; gas 
cans; military gas cans; cum-a-
long; levels; extension ladder; 
Craftsman radial arm saw; LOTS 
of garden tools; Stihl BR800C 
blower; Stihl weed eater; lawn 
cart; Craftsman power washer; 
vintage hand tools; Delta miter 
saw; Delta drill press; tool boxes; 
organizers; Rigid pipe stand; Mc-
Call cabinet; router table; misc. 
socket sets; Porter Cable & oth-
er nailers; tap & die set; jig saw; 
router; sander; flooring, drywall 
& concrete tools; ladder jacks; 
TOO many small tools to list!
BUILdINg SUppLIeS: Large 
stack of rough-cut lumber; 
PVC pipe; LOTS of misc. hard-
ware (screws, bolts, nuts, nails 
etc.); misc. lumber.
MISC. ITeMS: 5th wheel hitch; 
CASE 30 pedal tractor; cool-
ers; file cabinet; propane bot-
tles; shop fridge; shop freezer; 
sewing machine table; patio 
furniture set; iron wheel; wood 
shelves; doors; bicycles; vintage 
table; trash cans; planters; misc. 
garden items; vintage ice cream 
maker; galvanized tub & buck-
et; garage door; electric heat-
er; fan; turkey fryer; florescent 
bulbs; Oklahoma Joe smoker.

SCAN ME

BILL DISBERGER,
Auction Coordinator, 620-921-5642

TERRI HoLLENBECk,
Broker/owner, 785-223-2947

ANDREw SYLvESTER, Auctioneer, 785-456-4352

ONLINE AUCTION
(480+ Lots - Hull Pottery, Christmas Decorations, Antiques, Collectibles)

Bidding is OPEN NOW
And will begin Closing at 2:00 PM, Monday, 12/19/22

SELLER: Property of GLORIA HANNON
PICKUP/PREVIEW LOCATION: 401 Maple (Old Elementary School),

Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845
480+ LOTS: POTTERY: 180+ Lots of Hull Pottery including Bow Knot, 
Dogwood/Wild Rose, Poppy, Magnolia, Open Rose, Orchid, Wildflow-
er, Pine Parchment, Iris, Thistle, Pinecone, Water Lilly, Woodland, Tu-
lip, Calla Lily, Corky Pig Banks, Hull Pottery Little Red Riding Hood; 
Roseville; Red Wing; Oxford Stoneware; Red Wing No 6 Crock; TOYS: 
ERTL John Deere A Pedal Tractor; Large Wooden Rocking Horse; 
25+ Lots of Vintage Care Bears; Cabbage Patch Kids Dolls & Outfits; 
CHRISTMAS TABLETOP BLOW MOLDS: Empire (Santa, Elf, Santa 
Cookie Jar, Reindeer); Christmas Carolers, Snowman); CHRISTMAS 
VILLAGE DEPT 56 & ACCESSORIES: Large Village w/electricity ap-
prox. 4’x2’; Many Hand Painted Porcelain Accessories; CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS: Lots & Lots of Christmas Decor - 1978 Wilton Santa; 
Hard Plastic Santa; ESL Pewter Ornaments & Stocking Hooks; Vin-
tage Roly Poly Bristol Ware; Coca-Cola Rushton Star Creation Santa; 
Christmas Lights NIB; Steinbach Figures; Vintage Lights, Reflectors, 
Ornaments; Heritage Village HO Scale Train; Christmas Trees; AN-
TIQUES & MISC: Letter delivered by Charles Lindbergh; F.I. Co Cast 
Fire Insurance Plaque; Horse & Buggy Cast Bell; Indian Sculptures; 
Match Box Tin; Antique Jars; R.B. Rice’s Lard Lees Summit Mo; Rice’s 
Piggy Bank - R.B. Rice Sausage Co; WEAR-EVER COOKWARE: 
20+ Lots, many with orig boxes; Much more, this a partial listing.
For full listing, terms & photos GriffinRealEstateAuction.com

305 Broadway, Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845

CHUCK MAGGARD
Sales/Auctioneer

Cell: 620-794-8824
ANDY PHIPPS, Auctioneer

620-794-1673
In Office: Heidi Maggard, 

Linda Campbellgriffinrealestateauction@gmail.com

Phone: 620-273-6421 Fax: 620-273-6425
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A lot of characters of 
the Old West were popu-
larly known by invented 
nicknames which may or 
may not have had any-
thing to do with their real 
name. Wild Bill Hickok is 
a famous example as Bill 
or William was nowhere 
to be found in his actual 
given name of James But-
ler Hickok. 

One particular fellow of 
reputation was Fancy Pat. 
No one ever mentioned 
his last name until the son 
of California Joe Milner 
started asking around for 
stories about the Old West. 
In correspondence with an 
old cowboy in 1925 Mil-
ner referred to Fancy Pat 
“Monahan.” So that is all 
we have to go on. Fancy 
Pat was reportedly a well-
known character on the 

Kansas frontier and by all 
accounts he was someone 
not to be trifled with. 

In 1868, Fancy Pat was 
near Ellsworth at a saloon 
and hotel known as the 
Halfway House. The place 
was established in July of 
1866 as a mail station for 
the Kansas City & Santa Fe 
Stage Company. When the 
stage company moved out 
approximately one year 
later Charley and Frank 
Johnson moved in. The 
brothers had a reputation 
as bad men and the saloon 
they established in the 
old stage station became a 
hangout for the worst kind 
of men. It was just the kind 
of place for a man like 
Fancy Pat.

Located approximately 
halfway between Fort Har-
ker and the new frontier 

town of Ellsworth, Half-
way House was as good a 
name as any for the John-
son brothers. 

When Charlie John-
son beat a wagonmaster 
by the name of Sweringer 
senseless with the butt of 
his pistol, everyone knew 
that once he recovered 
the wagonmaster would 
seek revenge and someone 
would end up dead. 

Sweringer chose to 
confront Charlie Johnson 
when he was not surround-
ed by friends. Sweringer 
caught Johnson leaving a 
dance hall in Ellsworth. 
When their eyes met, pis-
tols were drawn without 
hesitation. The report of 
the two guns fired one after 
the other echoed along the 
dark street. “People ran 
to cover, women screamed, 
both revolvers cracked 
until they were empty.” 

Both men fell after 
emptying their pistols. 
Five shots were count-
ed in Johnson’s body. He 
breathed his last thir-
ty-five minutes after the 
fight. Sweringer lasted 
until morning. Neither 
man spoke before his 
death.

When Charley Allen, a 
close friend to Swering-
er, heard of his friend’s 
death Allen announced 
that he was going to “wipe 
out” the Halfway House. 
Allen’s friends convinced 
him to meet Charley John-

son’s brother, Frank, on 
neutral ground where he 
wouldn’t be backed by 
men like Fancy Pat. Allen 
was a “slender, blue-eyed, 
mild looking man.” Frank 
Johnson and his friends 
laughed at Allen’s chal-
lenge to a duel on the Ells-
worth Plaza; if that was 
what he wanted, Frank 
would accommodate him. 
The Plaza was a wide-open 
stretch of ground along 
the railroad tracks with 
a street paralleling the 
tracks on both the north 
and south. 

At the appointed hour 
Frank stepped into the 
open and waited as Allen 
slowly approached. When 
they were only a few feet 
apart words were spoken 
but only the two men heard 
them. Pistols were drawn 
and hammers blazed as 
each man emptied lead 
into the other. Charlie 
Allen died in a pool of 
blood. Frank Johnson sur-
vived with slight wounds 
and was taken back to the 
Halfway House to recov-
er. Fancy Pat may have 
worked as a blacksmith 
at the Halfway House or 
he may have been only 
passing through. All that 
is known comes from a re-
port in the October 3, 1868, 
Junction City Union.

Jack Duffy, another of 
the denizens of the Half-
way House, took a shot at 
blacksmith Fancy Pat on a 

Sunday evening. The Junc-
tion City Union indicat-
ed that Duffy was merely 
amusing himself when he 
fired two shots at Pat, “one 
of which struck him in the 
heel.” 

Promiscuous shooting 
was commonplace on the 
wild frontier and Pat may 
not have taken particular 
notice of the first shot, but 
a lead ball in the heel was 
taking the fun just a little 
too far. Fancy Pat’s answer 
put Duffy’s fun to rest with 
a shot to the assailant’s 
head. Stories of life on the 
“border” could be found 
in about every issue of 
the Union which noted, 
“At last accounts, Duffy 
still lived, but no hopes 

for his recovery were en-
tertained.” Apparently 
Fancy Pat’s condition was 
satisfactory as no further 
mention was made of his 
wound. “A short life and a 
merry one,” was the motto 
of men like Jack Duffy and 
Fancy Pat in their daily 
dance with death on The 
Way West. 

“The Cowboy,” Jim Gray 
is author of Desperate Seed: 
Ellsworth Kansas on the Vio-
lent Frontier, publishes Kan-
sas Cowboy, Old West history 
from a Kansas perspective, 
and is Executive Director of 
the National Drovers Hall of 
Fame. Contact Kansas Cow-
boy, Box 62, Ellsworth, KS 
67439. Phone 785-531-2058.

A Short Life and a Merry One

1150 KSAL, Salina  6:45 AM -MON.FRI * 880 KRVN 8:40 AM - WED.-THURS. *550AM KFRM - 8:00 am, Wed.-Thurs.Cattle Sale Broadcast Live on www.cattleusa.com

For Information or estimates, contact:
Mike Samples, Sale Mgr., Cell Phone 785-826-7884

Kyle Elwood, Asst. Sale Mgr., Cell Phone 785-493-2901
 Jim Crowther Lisa Long Cody Schafer Kenny Briscoe Kevin Henke Austin Rathbun
 785-254-7385 620-553-2351 620-381-1050  785-658-7386  H: 785-729-3473, C: 785-565-3525 785-531-0042
 Roxbury, KS Ellsworth, KS Durham, KS Lincoln, KS Agenda, KS Ellsworth, KS

Check our listings each week on 
our website at

www.fandrlive.com

Farmers & Ranchers
AUCTIONS EVERY

MONDAY & THURSDAY

BULLS: $104.50-$112.50 * COWS: $72.00-$85.00
STEERS

300-400 $230.00 - $240.00 
400-500 $230.00 - $245.50 
500-600 $218.00 - $235.50 
600-700 $200.00 - $215.75 
700-800 $188.00 - $208.60 
800-900 $174.00 - $184.00 
900-1,000 $172.00 - $185.50 

HEIFERS 
300-400 $195.00 - $209.00 
400-500 $186.00 - $198.00 
500-600 $185.00 - $199.00 
600-700 $172.00 - $186.00 
700-800 $160.00 - $172.00 
800-900 $160.00 - $170.00 
900-1,000 $145.00 - $162.00 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022
STEERS

2 blk Salina 445@234.00
4 blk Beverly 353@233.00
14 blk Mt. Hope 454@229.50
3 blk Brookville 450@229.00
5 blk Lorraine 467@228.00
4 blk Valley Center 400@224.00
3 blk Minneapolis 505@217.00
5 mix Salina 521@215.00
4 blk Smolan 505@215.00
4 blk Brookville 535@213.00
24 blk Salina 569@212.00
10 blk Mt. Hope 561@211.50
14 blk Dorrance 533@211.00
30 blk Beverly 539@210.00
7 mix Wilson 579@207.00
7 blk Little River 590@201.00
26 blk Beverly 605@197.00
10 blk Dorrance 616@196.00
16 blk Canton 660@194.00
10 mix Wilson 667@194.00
23 blk Little River 713@191.50
21 blk Salina 717@189.00
10 blk Canton 742@187.50
21 blk Little River 803@187.00
18 mix Wilson 722@186.00
8 blk Miltonvale 733@186.00
100 red Mahaska 971@185.50
9 blk Hillsboro 709@185.00
13 blk Gypsum 747@185.00
65 blk Jay, OK 788@184.00
23 blk Tampa 870@182.75
15 mix Gypsum 804@182.75
10 mix Gypsum 811@182.50
11 mix Durham 834@182.50
68 mix Salina 812@182.50
59 blk Hope 927@182.00
61 blk Mahaska 880@181.50
59 mix Hope 855@181.50
15 mix Delphos 824@178.50
62 mix Herington 862@178.50
25 blk Durham 964@175.00
46 blk Mahaska 944@175.00

HEIFERS
13 blk Beverly 438@197.00
4 blk Lorraine 556@195.00
21 mix Salina 505@193.00
5 char Lincoln 480@193.00
14 blk Mt. Hope 514@191.00
5 blk Smolan 517@190.00
57 blk Salina 588@190.00
4 blk Valley Center 426@189.00
16 blk Wilson 568@189.00
3 blk Brookville 557@188.00
18 blk Beverly 522@188.00
5 blk Wilsey 619@186.00
4 blk Brookville 589@185.00
2 char Hillsboro 535@184.00
55 blk Lincoln 666@179.50
13 blk Salina 658@177.00
7 blk Sterling 648@176.00
5 char Lincoln 635@175.00
38 mix Salina 616@174.00
30 mix Conway Springs 652@174.00
13 mix Durham 794@172.00
12 blk Gypsum 691@172.00
35 mix Salina 683@171.50
6 blk Smolan 828@169.00
12 blk Barnard 803@169.00
9 blk Tampa 759@168.50
11 blk Durham 830@167.00
9 red Kanopolis 918@162.00

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022
CALVES

5 blk Salina 242@510.00
1 bwf Lincoln 270@510.00
1 red Lincoln 195@435.00
7 blk Salina 221@425.00
1 red Lindsborg 125@300.00

BULLS
1 blk Galva 2035@112.50
1 blk Halstead 1960@110.50
1 char Marion 1540@106.00
1 blk Haven 2405@102.00
1 blk Salina 1920@102.00
1 blk Lindsborg 1820@100.00

COWS
1 blk Salina 1890@85.00
1 red Hope 1840@83.00
1 red Whitewater 1240@82.00
1 blk Concordia 1730@81.50
1 blk Marquette 1805@81.00
2 blk Durham 1610@80.50
1 red Gypsum 1915@79.00
1 blk Lincolnville 1970@78.50
1 gray Assaria 1675@78.00
1 blk Randall 1550@75.00
3 blk Abilene 1727@75.00
3 blk Salina 1473@75.00
1 red Marquette 1695@74.00

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022
STEERS

22 blk Tescott 479@245.50
2 blk Minneapolis 430@237.00
7 blk Bunker Hill 477@236.00
24 blk Geneseo 520@235.50
24 blk Geneseo 520@235.50
22 blk Beloit 528@235.00
13 blk Ellsworth 509@235.00
11 blk Bunker Hill 522@234.00
34 blk Tescott 559@233.50
8 mix Randall 429@232.00
5 blk Ellsworth 480@230.00
6 blk Ellsworth 428@228.00
8 blk Hutchinson 500@228.00
9 blk Hutchinson 494@227.00
13 blk Hutchinson 486@225.00
5 blk Ellsworth 495@220.00
12 mix Newton 452@220.00
111 blk Tescott 632@215.75
53 blk Ellsworth 651@215.50
14 blk Claflin 607@213.00
25 char Ellsworth 631@212.00
8 blk Claflin 552@212.00
25 blk Beloit 629@209.50
15 red Salina 553@209.00
80 blk Tescott 713@208.60
18 mix Geneseo 622@206.00
18 mix Geneseo 622@206.00
4 blk Culver 619@199.00
17 mix Galva 642@199.00
19 mix Hutchinson 580@199.00
20 mix Beloit 687@198.00
14 blk Hutchinson 579@198.00
24 blk Ellsworth 703@197.50
59 blk Claflin 713@196.50
18 mix McPherson 702@196.00
22 mix Lorraine 635@195.00
59 blk Claflin 781@191.75
19 blk Lost Springs 612@191.00
38 mix Inman 713@187.00
26 mix Galva 796@186.00
17 blk Beverly 699@186.00
11 blk McPherson 722@185.50
9 blk McPherson 817@184.00
13 char Minneapolis 772@183.00

HEIFERS
13 blk Atlanta 252@215.00
13 mix Atlanta 326@209.00
7 blk Beverly 571@199.00
18 blk Ellsworth 557@198.50
9 char Ellsworth 495@198.00
7 mix Lorraine 356@198.00
10 blk Ellsworth 563@197.00
6 mix Salina 496@197.00
38 blk Beloit 563@195.50
23 mix Lorraine 507@195.00
6 mix Council Grove 492@195.00
35 blk Atlanta 370@195.00
13 blk Beloit 505@194.50
20 blk Geneseo 581@193.50
5 blk Randall 440@193.00

14 blk Bunker Hill 513@193.00
6 blk Geneseo 418@193.00
2 red Salina 450@193.00
21 blk Geneseo 502@192.00
21 blk Geneseo 502@192.00
8 blk Hutchinson 542@189.00
10 red Salina 558@189.00

25 blk Atlanta 485@189.00
4 mix McPherson 419@188.00
22 char Beloit 555@186.00
9 red Salina 609@181.00
9 blk Smolan 607@178.50
5 blk McPherson 615@177.00
21 mix Galva 620@173.00

Selling Cattle every Monday
Hog Sales on 2nd & 4th Monday of the month only! 

IN STOCK TODAY:
• Heavy Duty Round Bale Feeders • Heavy Duty Feed Bunks

For a complete list of cattle for all sales check out our website www.fandrlive.com

FARMERS & RANCHERS HAS SWITCHED BACK to
Cattle USA.com for our online auctions.

Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
 Salina, KANSAS

SALE BARN PHONE: 785-825-0211
MONDAY — CATTLE • HOG SALE 2nd & 4th MONDAY

Hogs sell at 11:00 a.m. on the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month. 
Cattle at 12:00 Noon. Selling calves and yearlings first, followed 
by Packer cows and bulls.

THURSDAY — CATTLE ONLY
Selling starts at 10:00 a.m. Consign your cattle as early as pos-
sible so we can get them highly advertised.

AUCTIONEERS: KYLE ELWOOD, BRANDON HAMEL & GARREN WALROD

TOTAL FOR THE WEEK: CATTLE 6,665.

EARLY CONSIGNMENTS FOR SPECIAL COW SALE,
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2022 * 11 AM

BULLS: 3 purebred Hereford, 3 years old, EPDs, semen & trich tested; 1 registered Hereford 
bull, 3 yrs old; plus more by sale time. HEIFERS: 50 black/bwf heifers, home raised/ Gray 
Ranch, M Jones Origin, Newberry Origin, OCHV, pelvic exam, bred Angus True North, 
Calving February 25 for 4 days; 45 black Angus, bred Red Angus bulls, start calving 
February 15; 20 Angus, bred black, home raised; 34 purebred black, home raised, bred 
Angus, spring calvers; 100 Angus heifers, home raised or Montana Origin, AI bred Barrett 
Angus, February calvers; 30 Angus, AI bred, ABS breeding; 60 Angus, home raised, calv-
ing January 15 for 60 days, bred Hinkel Angus, Scourguard, gentle; 20 black & red, home 
raised, bred McCurry Angus; 50 black, Montana origin, bred Angus, calving January 25 
for 55 days; 100 Angus heifers, SD origin, 45 day calving period starting February 1; plus 
more by sale time. COWS/COW PAIRS: 36 mostly black, 6-8 years old, bred black, raised 
big calves; 55 black & Red Angus, spring bred cows, 3-5 years old, bred black/SimAngus, 
sons of Fully Loaded; 30 black, running age, bred Angus, February calvers; 50 black/bwf, 
3-5 years old, bred char, February calvers; 10 black & red, young cows; 25+25 cow pairs; 
30 bred cows, January/February calvers; 40 red & black, 4-6 years old, spring bred; 20+20 
black & red young pairs, exposed to black bulls; 40 red & black, running age, spring bred to 
Shippy Angus Bulls; 100 black cows, coming 2nd calf, bred Angus, start calving February 
25 for 45 days; 300+300 black/bwf cows, 80% 3 & 4 years old, 20% 5 years old, fall calvers, 
Angus calves, running back with S.D. Char bulls; 5+5 5 year old pairs; 45 cows, mostly 
4-6 years old, bred to Hereford or Red Angus bulls, spring calvers; 8 cows, 3-6 years old, 
March to April calvers, bred Red Angus or char; 20 running age cows; 14 black cows, 3-5 
years old, bred Sim/Angus; 42 black pairs, 3-6 years old; 45 black cows, 3-4 years old, 
bred Dix Angus, calving February 10; 40 black & red cows, 3-7 years old, bred red & black 
Angus, home raised, calving late January; 75 black/bwf, 3-8 years old, bred Angus, calving 
February 20; 15 black/red cows, 3-5 years old, bred black/Red Angus, 4-7 months bred; 
25+25 blk/red Angus pairs; 200+200 black pairs, 4-6 years old, Angus calves; 88 black cows, 
3-5 years old, bred Angus, spring calvers; 13 cows, heavy bred; 3+3 young to solid pairs; 30 
red Angus bred cows, 4 years old and older, bred red Angus; 30 middle age to older bred 
cows; 30 young spring bred cows; PLUS MOre BY SALe TIMe

EARLY CONSIGNMENTS FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15:
47 black steers & heifers, 600-650, weaned & vaccinated November 10; 58 black/charX 
steers, 875-925, no sort; 90 steers & heifers, 600-650, home raised, weaned October 1, vac-
cinated; 85 Angus steers, 700-800, long time weaned, 2 round vaccinations, knife cut, home 
raised; 140 red/ black steers & heifers, 350-650, weaned October 1, fall vaccinations, run-
ning out; 17 steers & heifers, 350-650, home raised, no implants, spring vaccinations; 65 
heifers, 750, long time weaned, fall vaccinations, open; 30 black steers & heifers, 550-700, 
60 days weaned, 2 round vaccinations; 75 black steers & heifers, 600-850, home raised, 
long time weaned, 2 round vaccinations, open; 26 black steers, 650, home raised, 60 days 
weaned, 2 round vaccinations; 65 black steers, 750-850, home raised, long time weaned, 
vaccinated; 70 mostly black steers, 700, no sort; 65 mostly black steers, 800, no sort; 120 
black steers & heifers, 500-600; 60 blk s&h 400-450 home raised, weaned, vacc; 225 mostly 
blk/bwf/rwf strs 600-700 weaned 75 days, 2 rnd vacc; 62 strs 850; 55 strs 900 no sort; 180 
strs 650-800; 30 strs 800-900 long weaned, 2 rnd vacc. PLUS MOre BY SALe TIMe.

**Last THURSDAY sale will be
December 15th, 2022.

**Last sale of the year will be
Tuesday, December 20th.

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year!
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