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MasterCop® fungicide/bactericide approved by EPA
MasterCop® fungicide/
bactericide, from MANA
Crop Protection, has received approval by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for its new
copper complex formulation of copper sulfate pentahydrate, delivering superior bioactivity for the control of bacterial and fungal
diseases on citrus, vegetables, tree nuts, small fruits,
vines and field crops.
Using MANA Crop Protection proprietary technology, new MasterCop
touts a state of the art formulation which allows for
targeted rates of copper to
be delivered efficiently
and effectively for broad
spectrum disease management. With BioRetain™
technology as a key component of its formulation,
MasterCop’s penetration
into the plant cuticle improves performance per
pound of active ingredient.
This novel uptake system
also enhances retention
and residual activity while
providing superior safety
to the crop.
“As the premier copper
solution for bacterial and
fungal diseases, MasterCop
delivers all the proven performance features that
growers want from copperbased inputs, but with improved bioactivity, less
stringent management and
superior
environmental
qualities,”
says
Keith
Miller, product leaders
with MANA Crop Protection. “As a solution-based
concentrate, MasterCop requires less attention to
handling and storage, with
no mixing or shaking of
jugs.”
Miller continues in saying
that
MasterCop’s
unique formulation prohibits copper within its solution from settling, which
is problematic for most traditional delivery systems
in this input category.
“This extends the shelf life
of MasterCop — with inventory accessible for use beyond just one season,” he
says. “This outstanding formulation property also reduces nozzle wear and provides more accurate spray
coverage at time of application, which growers and
applicators will immediately value upon first time
use.”
MasterCop provides locally systemic and preventive methods for disease
control, which is one of the
critical benefits of copper
complex inputs on highvalue crops. MANA Crop
Protection
recommends
MasterCop be applied at
one pint per acre for annual crops and two pints per

acre for permanent crops.
Higher application rates
are allowed for bacterial
and fungal disease control
when used according to
label guidelines for selective crops.
Specific to industry concerns about soil-loading
from copper-based inputs
used on high-value crop
acres, MasterCop’s efficient use rate significantly

reduces the impact on soilloading versus traditional
copper products. The Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) is currently
evaluating MasterCop regarding formulation qualities and benefits specific to
this topic. MANA Crop Protection anticipates OMRI
certification in 2013.
“Copper continues to
play a critical role in con-

trolling fungal and bacterial diseases — especially as
growers become increasingly worried about commonly used compounds
having resistance issues,”
Miller says. “Growers who
rely on MasterCop this year
will glean the disease protection they’ve come to expect from copper inputs,
but with the added benefits
of greater efficacy, easier

handling and an improved
environmental protect profile.”
MasterCop has received
federal registration approval from the EPA. State
label approval currently exists for Alabama,
Arkansas, Arizona, Colorado, Dela-ware, Florida,
Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-

nesota, Missouri, Mississippi, North Carolina, North
Dakota, New Jersey, New
Mexico, Nevada, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, Virginia, West
Virginia and Wisconsin.
Remaining state registrations are submitted and
are expected within the
2012.

Growing opportunities: Research collaboration with Australian plant
biosecurity center set to secure food supplies, increase academic exchanges
Page 18

Grass & Grain, February 28, 2012

Officials at Kansas State
University and at Australia’s leading plant pests
research center are finalizing an agreement for a collaboration aimed at increasing agricultural security in both countries.
Once formalized, the
six-year partnership will
pair Kansas State University plant pathology and entomology experts with
those from the Australian
Plant Biosecurity Cooperative Research Centre, or
CRC. The center is a consortium among several of
Australia’s leading governmental research institutions and universities.
Through this partnership,
researchers will study
emerging plant diseases
and insect pests that
threaten American and
Australian
agricultural
systems and develop new
strategies and technologies
to defend against them.
Kansas State University
will be the only American
university involved.
“This initiative between
Kansas State University
and the Plant Biosecurity
Cooperative Research Centre comes at a crucial time
when increased need is
placed on the world’s agriculture because of a growing population,” said Kirk
Schulz, Kansas State University president. “As two
recognized world leaders
in this area, it makes sense
to work together to find solutions to these biosecurity
challenges that confront

producers in the U.S., Australia and the rest of the
world. Developing flagship
initiatives like this gives us
an advantage and will help
make Kansas State University a top 50 public research university by 2025.”
Through this first collaboration, officials anticipate future Kansas State
University-Cooperative Research Centre partnerships, as well as research
partnerships with Australia’s animal health industry. The collaboration
also establishes a relationship between Kansas State
University and Cooperative Research Centre member universities and creates academic exchange
opportunities for undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty and
staff. Initially, Kansas State
University will house eight
graduate students from
Australia.
Interactions with the
Cooperative Research Centre began several years ago
when center officials contacted Jim Stack, a Kansas
State University professor
of plant pathology, about
the Great Plains Diagnostic
Network. The network,
which Stack directs, helps
researchers across the
Great Plains obtain quick,
accurate identifications of
plant diseases and insect
pests, and is one of five
U.S. Department of Agriculture-sponsored
research and extension networks in the country. The

Australian center officials
believed
the network
matched their vision for
Australia’s agricultural future. In 2009 they visited
Kansas State University to
learn more about the university and
its research
efforts in
plant diseases
and insect pests.
“Biosecurity is a global
issue and it is imperative
for us to work with other
leading research organizations to help Australia and
the U.S. achieve the best
possible outcomes to that
issue,”
said
Simon
McKirdy, CEO and director
of the Cooperative Research Centre.
In August 2011, Schulz
traveled to Australia to discuss collaboration with
McKirdy and other center
officials. That October,
Australia’s minister counselor for innovation, industry, science and research
accepted an invitation
from Kansas State University to tour the campus and
laboratories and meet with
administrators and researchers.
Australian policy prohibits foreign pathogens
and organisms from entering the country — even for
research purposes. Consequently, the research on
pathogens, insects and various Fusarium diseases
and bacteria will be conducted at Kansas State
University by both university and Cooperative Research Centre researchers.
Plant path-ogens classified

at biosafety level-3, such as
wheat blast, will be studied
in the university’s Biosecurity Research Institute at
Pat Roberts Hall.
“These fungi and bacteria are all potential problems for both the U.S. and
Australia,”
said
John
Leslie, university distinguished professor and
head of the department of
plant pathology. “Other
than
tropical
North
Queensland, Australia and
Kansas share similar agriculture and rely heavily on
wheat and livestock. They
both have mostly dry land
and drought is always a
possibility. Because of that
climate, we share similar
problems and concerns.”
Finding solutions for
grain storage will also be a
top priority.
“When you struggle with

drought and water issues
like they do in Australia
and in parts of the Midwest, stored grain issues go
right to the top of the list
because the best way to increase the grain available
is to protect the crop you
have,” said Randall Tosh,
university liaison for the
Australia initiative.
Tosh, who spent more
than six years working for
the Australian commonwealth government, is advising university officials
and researchers on studies
that have the highest benefit to both countries.
Although research for
the collaboration is not
projected to begin until
July, interactions with the
Cooperative Research Centre are already creating opportunities in areas outside of agriculture, accord-

ing to Leslie. In one instance, administrators at
the University of Sydney
are considering sending
several architecture students to study at Kansas
State University. Similar
opportunities are anticipated for Kansas State University undergraduate and
graduate students across
multiple disciplines to
study at universities in
Queensland, western Australia, Melbourne and Sydney.
“Because that relationship has been established,
it allows us to begin expanding into these other
areas,” Leslie said. “I think
that if all goes well, it could
mean an explosive growth
of research and academic
opportunities for faculty,
staff and students at
Kansas State University.”

REALTUESDAY,
ESTATE
AUCTION
MARCH 6 — 10:00 AM
Auction will be held in the National Guard Armory in
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NE ¼ 10-4-8 Jewell
Co. Kansas
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 158 acres located
from Mankato 4 ½ miles South on 160 road then
¼ mile East or from Jewell 3 miles North on
Highway 14 then West 2 ½ miles on K road then
½ mile North on 160 road then ¼ mile East.
The farm has 132.5 acres cropland and 24.67
acres of grass and waterways. There are 111.09
broke and 21.4 acres of CRP, the contract runs
through 9-30-2019 . The contract is $39.65 per
acre for a total of $849.00 per year. The bases
are wheat 81.5 acres yield of 34 bu, milo 29.1
acres yield of 56 bu, for total base of 110.6
acres. The conservation system is being actively applied.
TERMS: 10% of purchase price as down payment day of auction, the balance will be due

MANKATO, KANSAS

upon closing on or before April 17, 2012 . Title
insurance will be used, the cost will be split
50/50 between seller & purchaser. Weltmer
Phillips law office will escrow the down payment.
Escrow & closing fees will be split 50/50 between seller & purchaser. Purchaser will pay all
of 2012 taxes. 2011 taxes were $1,337.46.
POSSESSION: Possession of 82 acres planted
to wheat will be after 2012 wheat harvest, possession of 28.29 open acres, waterways & grass
will be upon closing. Purchaser will receive
landlords 1/3 crop share of the 82 wheat acres.
Purchaser will pay seller $3,038.25 fertilizer cost
at closing. Purchaser will receive the 2012 CRP
payments. Thummel Real Estate & Auction LLC
is acting as sellers agent. All statements made
day of auction take precedence over printed material.

HARVEYVILLE SEED COMPANY
Family Owned and Operated Since 1957

QUEEN FAMILY FARM
Auction Conducted By
THUMMEL REAL ESTATE & AUCTION LLC
785-738-0067 or 785-738-5933

A Family Business Focused on
Family Farms
and Ranches of Any Size

100 Main Street
Harveyville, KS 66431
Phone:
785-589-2497
Toll Free:
1-800-549-2497

Outside Sales:
Matt Ubel:
785-844-0419

info@harveyvilleseed.com

www.harveyvilleseed.com

Public service announcements tell the story of soil
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CHS, Inc. invests
$10,000 in KARL
Class XI program

One of the 35 largest private companies in the United States has joined other contributors in supporting the
current class of the Kansas Agriculture and Rural Leadership Program.
CHS, Inc., a leading U.S. farmer-owned cooperative
and diversified energy, grains and foods company, announced it is contributing $10,000 to the KARL program. KARL is a non-profit, educational organization
dedicated to developing leaders for agriculture, business
and rural communities.
“We are proud to support the efforts of Kansas Agriculture and Rural Leadership, Inc. and thank you for the
opportunity to continue investing in the future of agriculture, rural America and cooperative business through
education and leadership development,” said CHS
Foundation president William Nelson in a statement. A
contribution of $5,000 is for the general program operations during KARL Class XI and an additional $5,000 is
for the KARL Program, Class XI- Cooperative Education 101 module.
Inver Grove Heights, Minn.-based CHS is a supplier
of energy, fertilizer, grain marketing, livestock feed,
food and food ingredients, along with business resources
including insurance, financing, and other risk management services.
The CHS Foundation (http://www.chsfoundation.org) invests in the future of rural America, agriculture and cooperative business through education and
leadership development.
More information about the KARL program is available at http://www.karlprogram.com.

B&B SPREADER RENTAL

RENT BY THE DAY OR WEEK
500 BU CAPACITY HYDRA
PUSH SPREADER
For Info: Justin Brown - 785-761-5884
Jason Brown - 785-223-7684

Fertilize for $8 per acre?
Really?
Yes, with Sea Minerals FA
I am sending you some pictures of our 3rd cutting alfalfa on a
first year field (see the pictures and the complete story at
www.SeaMineralsFA.com). It is crotch high on my son who is
6 ft. This has been sprayed with Sea Minerals FA 3 times, one
time each cutting. We have had little to no natural moisture here
since October of 2010. We are very pleased with the results and
plan on continuing using it as we are seeing improvement in production with each cutting.
July 30, 2011 — W. Dilts, Belen, NM

• Apply any time during the growing season.
• $8 per application (3 times per year recommended
for $24/acre)
• Works as a soil fertility supplement that re-mineralizes
the soil
• Contains 85 or more minerals and trace minerals in the
same proportions that those same minerals occur in
the blood of healthy animals.
• Applied as a foliar spray on green plants. Dissolves easily.
• Can be mixed with other ingredients (weed killers, other
fertilizers)
• Great free-choice mineral for cattle (average consumption
1# per month)

Check the website

www.SeaMineralsFA.com
or call 800-967-0452
to request a brochure or find your nearest distributor.

Now OMRI Listed for Organic Use

People walk on it, plant
their gardens in it and
build foundations over it.
Yet most people do not
give soil a second thought.
To many, it is just dirt.
But Chuck Rice, distinguished professor of soil
microbiology at Kansas
State
University,
disagrees. “Dirt is misplaced
soil,” he said. “Soil is more
than dirt. When people see
water, they can see clean
water or dirty water. But
soil is just something
people walk on without
thinking about what’s in
it.”
That is why the Soil Science Society of America
has embarked on a general
awareness campaign to
help people understand
the importance of soil to
daily life. The campaign,
called “The Story of Soil,”
was launched last October
in conjunction with the
soil society’s 75th anniversary. It is comprised mainly of three video public
service announcements,
available in both English
and Spanish, and a website with more information.
Rice was the 2011 president of Soil Science Society of America and head of
the committee responsible
for the campaign. Gary
Pierzynski, interim dean,
K-State College of Agricul-

ture and director, K-State
Research and Extension,
is the 2012 president of the
soil society and was also
involved on the committee.
“The role of the PSAs
was to make the non-agriculture community, the
urban communities, aware
of the value of soils,” Rice
said.
Each PSA focuses on a
specific benefit of healthy
soil. The first explains
how soil acts as a filtering
agent for water, cleaning
out human or industrial
waste from water. Whether
it comes out of a bottle or
out of the tap, all water has
passed through soil at
some point.
The second focuses on
the importance of healthy
soil in producing nutritious food. Soil that is
healthy and has a good
balance of organic matter
will produce more nutritious crops – like wheat –
for people to eat in bread,
breakfast cereal, pasta
and other food staples.
Healthy soil even indirectly influences meat, for example, by producing high
quality forages for cattle
to graze.
The final PSA directly
ties the health of soil to
the health of people with
one simple, little-known
fact: There are more organisms in a tablespoon of

soil than there are people
on the planet, and those
organisms are used to
treat human diseases.
Rice said antibiotics
such as penicillin and
streptomycin come from
soil microbes. Other drugs,
like immunosuppressants
or anti-cancer drugs, are
also made from natural
products derived from
soil.
According to Rice, the
scientific community has
barely even begun to tap
into the diversity of soil
microbes.
“We only know one percent of those organisms in
that spoonful of soil,” Rice
said. “It’s kind of an untapped reservoir.”
The direct tie between
soil and human drugs emphasizes the importance of
maintaining and enhancing the health of our soil.
So, how healthy is the
soil?
According
to
Rice,
healthy soil has high organic matter. “Black or
brown soils indicate high
organic matter,” he said.
“The more organic matter,
the healthier that soil is
from a microbial point of
view.”
Rice said soil in the
U.S. is relatively healthy
when compared to other
areas, like southeast Asia
or Africa. Nevertheless, he
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estimated Kansas soil has
lost approximately half of
the organic matter it had
when it was primarily
grasslands. Still more soil
is being lost to what Rice
called urban sprawl, or
the expansion of cities.
Degraded soil can often
be restored—with time
and proper management.
Some areas of land with
high erosion are placed in
the conservation reserve
program, or taken out of
production and put back
into grasses to restore soil
by giving organic matter
time to rebuild. Rice said
planting high residue
crops, such as wheat or
corn, and using minimum
tillage practices also helps
to rejuvenate the organic
matter.
Rice is hopeful the soil
science society will do a
follow-up campaign with
outside funding. “The first
thing is making people
think that soils are important,” he said, “just as important as water or air.”
Once that idea is planted,
Rice said he believes the
follow-up should help people understand what degrades soil or makes it better.
To find more information about the Story of Soil
campaign, or to watch the
PSAs, visit www.iheartsoil.
org.
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USDA offers mobile access and more
efficient online tools for farmers and ranchers
Acting Under Secretary
for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services Michael
Scuse recently announced a
package of technology enhancements from the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) that
include Web access for
handheld and smartphone
users, as well as a more efficient and timely option for
receiving news and critical
program information. The
technology improvements
will allow users of FSA information to gain access to
easy-to-read data, including
key features such as loan deficiency payment (LDP)
rates, posted county prices
(PCP), FSA news releases
and AskFSA, the agency’s
online self-help knowledge
base.
The announcement by
FSA underscores USDA’s
Blueprint for Stronger Service, a plan introduced in January by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack that takes a
realistic view of the needs of

American agriculture in a
challenging budget climate,
and lays out USDA’s plans
to modernize and accelerate
service delivery while improving the customer experience through use of innovative technologies and
business solutions. Three of
the 27 initial recommendations implemented by
USDA focus on information
technology, while other
process improvements already put into place by FSA
have strengthened the
agency’s electronic customer service and online
presence.
“As an increasing number of farmers and ranchers
move to mobile devices and
other high-tech tools, we
need to keep pace by investing in the best possible customer service while making
the best use of taxpayer resources,” Scuse said. “The
mobile website is an added
convenience for farmers and
ranchers and an effective,

Demars
Seed & Feed

AMANDA & SCOTT DEMARS

101 S. Birch, Glasco, Kansas 67445
785-568-2311 (Home)
785-738-8724 (Cell)

Patriot Seed
Tender Wagons

New and Lightly Used
Wagons in Stock!

Units In Stock

See Our New Location in Osborne!
1131 W Hwy 24
Osborne, KS 67473

785-346-2104

1853 Howard Lane
Beloit, KS 67420

785-738-5134
800-705-4416
www.solomonrapidsseed.net

efficient way for USDA to
deliver news, program information and reliable guidance on a variety of agricultural issues. And investments in technology help
USDA continue to make
other, more significant investments in rural America,
preserving the success of
U.S. agriculture in the long
term.”
Like all websites, the
FSA site is accessible
through any device that connects to the Internet. The
mobile site organizes the information on the website in
a way that makes for easy
reading on a small, handheld screen. It does not require screen adjustments or
constant scrolling and panning across the information.

A 2011 study conducted
by the Pew Research Center
indicated that mobile Internet access is growing rapidly. From May 2010 to July
2011, the number of adults
with mobile applications
jumped from 43 percent to
50 percent. The trend is expected to continue. In addition, USDA’s Economic Research Service found 57 percent of all rural households
use broadband Internet at
home, but some 6 percent of
all rural households (or over
1 million rural households)
access the Internet at home
solely through wireless
broadband services. The
new FSA site makes the information available to these
households.
In addition to the mobile

CRP Native Grass
Forbs & Wildflowers

website, FSA is now offering farmers and ranchers a
more efficient and timely
option for receiving critical
program information. Such
things as eligibility requirements, deadlines and related
information can be accessed
through an electronic news
service hosted by GovDelivery.
By signing up for free online
communications
through GovDelivery, farmers and ranchers can receive
news, via e-mail, directly to
their home or farm office or
to their mobile devices —
allowing them to receive immediate notification of farm
program news that is pertinent to their agricultural operation. Through GovDelivery, producers can establish

subscriber preferences by
choosing to receive federal
farm program and farm loan
information by topic, by
state and/or by county. Producers can also select as
many subscriber options as
they want, which allows
producers in multiple counties or across state lines to
receive updates from each
county in which they opeate
or have an interest.
FSA also offers AskFSA
and AskFSAmobile, an
easy-to-use knowledge database with automated answers to website visitor
questions. In 2011, AskFSA
received 351,119 visitors —
99.7 percent of whom found
their answer online without
the need for additional assistance.

CALL: 1-800-782-7311
SEED

INC
Since 1920

www.gostarseed.com
101 Industrial Ave Osborne, KS 67473

We would be glad to quote your seed needs!
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Warm winters may affect crop
management decisions in Kansas
The U.S. Department of
Agriculture recently revised its Plant Hardiness
Zone
Map
northward,
meaning that the extreme
low temperatures during
the winter in Kansas and
most of the rest of the country aren’t quite as cold now
as they were about 20 to 30
years ago, said Mary
Knapp, K-State Research
and Extension climatologist.
“There is a lot of variability, of course, from year
to year. But the USDA has
determined that there is
enough evidence of a trend
for warmer winters that it
made this change in the
Plant Hardiness Zone Map.
Certainly that was the case
during the early part of the
winter this year, with
Kansas recording one of
the warmest Januarys on
record,” Knapp said.
Agricultural producers
in the state may see some
benefits from this trend of
less extreme cold in the
winter, but it may also result in the need for a few
management changes in
their cropping practices,
according to K-State Research and Extension scientists.
Here are a few of the potential factors they say to
consider:
• Insect overwintering
survival. During winters
with extreme lows that are
not as cold, it is possible
that some wheat pests may
survive the winter a bit
more easily, and become a
problem earlier and in a
larger scale than in more
“average” winters, said Jeff
Whitworth, K-State Research and Extension entomologist.
“Of particular concern

would be greenbugs and
bird cherry oat aphids. Although these insects probably do not overwinter in
Kansas, they may do so during warmer winters. If they
overwinter in Kansas, they
would be available to start
feeding and reproducing
earlier, as soon as the
wheat breaks dormancy,”
he said.
Also, flea beetles, army
cutworms and winter grain
mites may be more of a
problem earlier in the year
if their populations are not
limited by the “normal” extreme lows in the winter we
had in the past, Whitworth
added. Dry conditions also
add to the stress these pests
have on the wheat and
make it just that much more
critical to start scouting
wheat fields as soon as the
first new growth is evident,
the K-State entomologist
said.
• Plant disease overwintering survival. Leaf rust
can at times get started on
wheat in the fall in Kansas.
These fall infections do not
usually cause a significant
problem because the leaf
rust fungus does not normally survive the winter in
Kansas, said Erick DeWolf,
K-State Research and Extension plant pathologist.
“But if the extreme lows
during the winter are not as
cold now as in the past,
which is what the recent
change in plant hardiness
zones implies, then leaf
rust may successfully overwinter on wheat more
often,” DeWolf said.
As a result, it would be a
good idea for wheat farmers and consultants in
Kansas to inspect their
wheat fields more closely
and frequently in late win-
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Sturdy ladder for ease of access
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finish coat in any basic color.
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ter and early spring for
signs of leaf rust, as well as
other early-season diseases
such as powdery mildew,
tan spot, and septoria leaf
blotch, DeWolf explained.
Another disease that
may increase in frequency
is barley yellow dwarf virus
on wheat, DeWolf added.
This disease is spread by
greenbugs and oat bird
cherry aphids, and these insects could become more of
a problem in Kansas if wintertime lows are not as
cold. Wheat producers may
want to put more emphasis
on selecting varieties with
better resistance to barley
yellow dwarf, and plant
later to help avoid fall infestations of the aphids, DeWolf said.
• Crop variety selection.
New varieties of crops that
overwinter in Kansas, such
as wheat, alfalfa and
canola, will have been developed under environmental conditions that existed over the past 10 years,
and should be well adapted
to the new hardiness zone
conditions, said Jim Shroyer, K-State Research and
Extension crop production
specialist.
However, producers may
want to consider taking a
few extra steps to protect
their wheat against the insects and diseases mentioned above, including selecting varieties with better resistance, if possible,
Shroyer added.
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USDA announces CRP general sign-up to begin in March
Acting Undersecretary
for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services (FFAS)
Michael Scuse has announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) will conduct a fourweek Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) general
signup, beginning on March
12 and ending on April 6.
CRP has a 25-year legacy of
successfully protecting the
nation's natural resources
through voluntary participation, while providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural
communities across the
United States.
"It is USDA’s goal to ensure that we use CRP to address our most critical resource issues," said Scuse.
“CRP is an important program for protecting our
most environmentally sensitive lands from erosion
and sedimentation, and for
ensuring the sustainability
of our groundwater, lakes,
rivers, ponds and streams.
As always, we expect strong
competition to enroll acres
into CRP, and we urge inter-

ested producers to maximize their environmental
benefits and to make costeffective offers.”
CRP is a voluntary program available to agricultural producers to help
them use environmentally
sensitive land for conservation benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP plant longterm, resource-conserving
covers to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion and develop wildlife
habitat. In return, USDA
provides participants with
rental payments and costshare assistance. Contract
duration is between 10 and
15 years. Producers with expiring contracts and producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their
options under CRP. Producers also are encouraged to
look into CRP’s other enrollment opportunities offered on a continuous, noncompetitive, signup basis.
Currently, about 30 million acres are enrolled in
CRP; and contracts on an
estimated 6.5 million acres

will expire on Sept. 30,
2012.
Offers for CRP contracts
are ranked according to the
Environmental
Benefits
Index (EBI). USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) collects data for each of the
EBI factors based on the
relative environmental benefits for the land offered.
Each eligible offer is
ranked in comparison to all
other offers and selections
made from that ranking.
FSA uses the following EBI
factors to assess the environmental benefits for the
land offered:
Wildlife habitat benefits
resulting from covers on
contract acreage; Water
quality benefits from reduced erosion, runoff and
leaching; On-farm benefits
from reduced erosion; Benefits that will likely endure
beyond the contract period;
Air quality benefits from reduced wind erosion; and
Cost.
Over the past 25 years,
farmers, ranchers, conservationists, hunters, fishermen and other outdoor en-

thusiasts have made CRP
the largest and one of the
most important in USDA’s
conservation portfolio. CRP
continues to make major
contributions to national efforts to improve water and
air quality, prevent soil erosion by protecting the most
sensitive areas including
those prone to flash flooding and runoff. At the same
time, CRP has helped increase
populations
of
pheasants, quail, ducks, and
other rare species, like the
sage grouse, the lesser
prairie chicken, and others.
Highlights of CRP include:
CRP has restored more
than two million acres of

wetlands and two million
acres of riparian buffers;
Each year, CRP keeps more
than 600 million pounds of
nitrogen and more than 100
million pounds of phosphorous from flowing into our
nation’s streams, rivers, and
lakes. CRP provides $1.8 billion annually to landowners
— dollars that make their
way into local economies,
supporting small businesses and creating jobs; and
CRP is the largest private
lands carbon sequestration
program in the country. By
placing vulnerable cropland into conservation, CRP
sequesters carbon in plants
and soil, and reduces both

fuel and fertilizer usage. In
2010, CRP resulted in carbon sequestration equal to
taking almost 10 million
cars off the road.
In 2011, USDA enrolled a
record number of acres of
private working lands in
conservation
programs,
working with more than
500,000 farmers and ranchers to implement conservation practices that clean the
air we breathe, filter the
water we drink, and prevent
soil erosion.
For more information on
CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA
service center or www.fsa.
usda.gov.

Lexar

Hopper Feed Bin
• Custom Made to Your Specifications
• Ground Clearance
• 10 ga. Material
(as requested)
• Slide Gate
• Lead Time
3-4 Weeks

We Love
our Farmers at
We offer Stine, Triumph & Sorghum
Partners Seed Varieties!
Due to shortages,
call TODAY to book your
FEED SEED &
SOWED FEED SEED!

Dauer Welding & Machine, Inc.
Lindsborg, Kansas • 785.227.3531
dauerwelding@sbcglobal.net

Osborne, KS • 800-821-4289
visit our website: simsfarm.com
Prices and availability subject to change

National FFA shares input with U.S. Department
of Agriculture on upcoming Farm Bill
Grass & Grain, February 28, 2012

Former Miss America
to headline sorghum
general session at 2012
Commodity Classic
The 2011 Miss America Teresa Scanlan will deliver the keynote address during the Sorghum General Session on March 1 during the 2012 Commodity Classic in Nashville, Tenn.
Scanlan, a Nebraska native, began advocating
for agriculture during her reign as Miss America
by establishing partnerships with several agricultural organizations, including The Hand That
Feeds U.S. As a non-traditional spokesperson for
agriculture, Scanlan is working to bridge the gap
between urban and rural America by speaking
about the importance of food production to a
broader audience.
“We are so excited to have Teresa as our
keynote speaker for this year’s Sorghum General
Session,” said NSP chairman Terry Swanon. “She
is an excellent advocate for agriculture, and is a
valuable addition to this year’s program.”
Former U.S. House Agriculture Committee
chairman Larry Combest, now of Combest, Sell &
Associates, will discuss the current environment
surrounding farm policy in Washington, D.C.
A panel of winners of the 2011 NSP Yield and
Management Contest will talk about the secrets to
their yield success. Panel members representing a
variety of sorghum-producing regions will include
Non-Irrigated Bin Buster winner Otto Levin of
Kensington, Conventional-Till Irrigated winner
John A. Scates of Sturgis, Ill., and Reduced-Till Irrigated second place winner Monte Wright of Perryton, Texas.
Updates from the National Sorghum Producers
and the United Sorghum Checkoff Program will be
given, as well.
The 2012 Sorghum General Session will begin at
9:30 a.m. Thursday, March 1 in the Opryland Resort
and Convention Center’s Tennessee Ballroom C.
Prior to the event, there will be a Sorghum Meet
and Greet in Tennessee Lobby A from 8:00 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. All Classic attendees and media are invited to attend.

With more than 100,000
new farmers needed over
the next few years, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack issued the young leaders of the National FFA Organization a challenge in
2011. “I would like you to
work with your fellow students and the adult leadership of the organization to
develop a series of recommendations around the upcoming Farm Bill that will
encourage more young people to pursue careers in
farming,” Vilsack said.
It was a challenge that
the national FFA officer
team for 2010-11 took seriously. The students immediately began work — framing
key questions, consulting
FFA members, engaging
leaders in agriculture, compiling input and formulating recommendations.
“Never before had we
been invited to submit direct input to the Secretary
of Agriculture that could
enhance the ability of agricultural education and FFA
to help students succeed

and strengthen American
agriculture,” said Riley
Pagett, national FFA president, 2010-11. “We were
honored to be invited to be
a part of this process.”
In December 2011, the
2010-11 national officer
team met with Vilsack to
share their recommendations, which fell under four
main categories.
Those are: Getting started in production agriculture; creating vibrant rural
communities; who should
care about agriculture and
why; and planning for the
future.
Items that were recommended were as follows:
USDA and other agencies
should encourage and assist
beginning farmers to start
or continue in production
agriculture; USDA should
help transition farms from
older related and non-related farmers to younger or beginner farmers who may not
come from a farm; USDA
should help keep young
people in rural communities and make rural commu-

nities an even more important part of our nation’s
economy and society; USDA
should support efforts to increase the public’s knowledge of agricultural literacy; USDA should strengthen
the capacity of agricultural
education to produce more
students that pursue production agriculture and
other agriculturally related
careers and the USDA
should provide authority,
responsibility and support
for school-based agricultural education and FFA.
“We believe it is in the
best interest of the nation
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for the department of agriculture to affirm its commitment to develop strong, experience leadership for
agricultural
education,”
Kent Schescke, director of
strategic partnerships, said.
“FFA is prepared to assist
in every way possible to this
end. We believe with the
significant challenges facing American and global
systems of agriculture an
investment must be made
and we believe
the farm
bill provides the department an opportunity to
demonstrate it believes in
the future of agriculture.”

KROGMANN BALE BEDS

* 12 gpm engine driven hydraulics or electric models
* Ask our customers about Krogmann dependability,
durability and our 3 year warranty
* Options available: across the bed toolboxes, side toolboxes,
carry-alls, 3rd spool valve, cake feeders and posthole diggers

— C A L L F O R A D E A L E R N E A R YO U —

KROGMANN MFG.
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Feed Saver

Feed Saver
Bale Feeder $525

Cone Feeder
$725

1-877-745-3783

Sabetha, KS • Toll Free
www.krogmannmfg.com

T

MULTI-LEVER LOPPER

ree & Brush Free Ranch
Ideal for cutting cedar trees in pastures

D&S Welding
Lehigh, Kansas

The Old Way

620-381-1263

The New Way

Spring
Seed Oats

• Coated blade • Lightweight aluminum handles — 28 1/4 inches long
for long reach. Weight 4.1 lbs. • Slicing cutting action • Special leverage for effortless cutting • Cuts branches and trees up to 2 inches thick.

• M-120 • Stallion • Jerry

5562 Kiowa County Ave. 57, Belvidere, KS 67028

Miller Seed
Farms

800-567-3125
PARTRIDGE, KANSAS

1-800-201-2351
Corral Plans - $5 + $2.98 P&H
Phone Orders Welcome
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED!
Prices and Specifications subject to change without notice.

GRIFFITTS
Custom Manure Spreading
& Silage Hauling
Call Brad at (785) 331-7188
Call for a FREE Estimate!
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NCGA pleased Korea FTA
will take effect March 15
The U.S. Trade Representative has announced
that the free trade agreement with Korea will go
into effect on March 15, five
months after approval by
Congress. The move was
greeted with praise by the
National Corn Growers Association, which remains
committed to the development and maintenance of
fair and open global trade
policies.
“We are very pleased to
see the USTR announce
movement on the U.S.Korea FTA,” said Chad
Blindauer, Chair of NCGA’s
Trade Policy and Biotechnology Action Team. “Full

implementation of all three
free trade agreements that
were passed by Congress
last October will help support thousands of jobs
throughout America. Developing new markets for our
country’s agricultural products is vital to producer income and also helps our
sector lead the nation in
economic growth and international
competitiveness.”
Korea is currently the
United States’ third largest
corn market and is a potentially important market for
distillers grains. Imports of
U.S. corn for feed, as well as
distillers grains, will now

be guaranteed to enter duty
free immediately. The United States exported 241 million bushels of corn to
Korea in marketing year
2010-11. Passage last year of
the free trade agreements
with Korea, Colombia and
Panama represented the
largest trade package since
Congress passed the North
American
Free
Trade
Agreement in 1993. Statistics show full implementation of the agreements will
result in an estimated $2.3
billion in additional agricultural trade in 2012 and
beyond. In addition, nearly
20,000 domestic jobs will be
supported.

2011 facts and figures included
in new World of Corn publication
U.S. corn farmers succeeded despite a challenging year in 2011, producing
a near-record harvest (12.4
billion bushels) for a crop
valued at approximately
$76.62 billion despite harsh
weather, the National Corn
Growers Association reports in its newest World of
Corn statistical look at the
corn industry both domestic and worldwide.
“The world of corn has
come a long way since the
single seed kernel was
planted next to a fish for
fertilizer,” NCGA president Garry Niemeyer and
chief executive officer
Rick Tolman note in the introduction. “Given those
humble beginnings, it’s incredible to imagine that
ten years from now, American farmers will be producing 17 billion bushels
annually... We can only
imagine how much further
it will go.”
World of Corn is a respected collection of the
most important statistics
about corn production, exports and consumption,
providing key information
in a readable format, comparing numbers and trends
across the years.
This

year’s publication, available online now, also includes a poster-size chart
that provides an interesting look into the innovations and achievements
that have culminated in
today’s U.S. corn industry
in a concise timeline format. A special edition of
the World of Corn featur-

ing statistics in metric
measurements will soon
follow.
In addition to the online
version, the publication,
generously co-sponsored
by Monsanto, will be distributed in select Farm Futures publications and at
the 2012 Commodity Classic in Nashville, Tenn.

Kansas sorghum grower testifies at Senate Ag Committee
on Energy and Economic Growth in Rural America
Bill Greving, a diversified farmer from
Prairie View, testified before the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry in Washington, DC on Feb. 14.
Greving talked to the committee about his
involvement in the Prairie Horizon AgriEnergy eth-anol plant in Phillipsburg, and
the benefits the plant has for his community and his crop and livestock operation.
Greving explained that he and his wife are
investors in the ethanol plant, and his
farm is a supply of grain to the plant and a
buyer of wet distillers grain for their livestock feeding operation.
“Farms like ours are proof that ethanol
production, grain production and meat
production work together. In this synergistic system, we are growing feed, fuel and
food on my farm,” Greving said.

He also emphasized the economic benefit the plant had brought the community
and the importance of programs like the
9005 Program in the Energy Title of the
2008 Farm Bill that offers incentives for
ethanol plants to use grain sorghum as an
advanced biofuel feedstock.
“The 9005 program is a program that
works and encourages alternative feedstocks for ethanol. This program has encouraged the use of grain sorghum in
Kansas ethanol at a time when we are all
paying more attention to water conservation. Sorghum makes sense in Kansas and
growers will plant it if they have strong
markets for their crop. The 9005 program
helps to ensure that our ethanol plants
will remain committed to using grain
sorghum as a feedstock.”

