
By Donna Sullivan, 
Editor

Just weeks after the elec-
tion that sent shockwaves 
through parts of the country 
when Donald Trump defeat-
ed Hillary Clinton to be-
come president of the Unit-
ed States, well-known Fox 
News contributor Cal Thom-
as took the stage at the Kan-
sas Livestock Association 
annual convention in Wichita 
to give his insights into what 
the election could mean to 
the country.

“I sense, I hope that things 
are about to change,” he said, 
adding that he had already 
met with the president-elect 
and was planning to again 
in the near future. He quoted 
an article by Peter Roff in 
U.S. News and World Report 
that praised Trump’s cabi-
net picks, which he said can 
only be described as stellar. 
“The men and women he has 
thusfar chosen to nominate 
for high office are not in 
the conventional sense pol-
iticians,” Roff wrote. “The 
ways of Washington might 
be an impediment, but won’t 
sidetrack them from fulfilling 
the mission they have been 
given. They are all serious 
people who line up neatly be-
hind the mandate he received 
from the American people on 
November 8 to get the coun-
try moving again.

“I don’t know if this is a 
strategy or not, but it seems 
to me that things are shap-
ing up this way,” Thomas 
said. “Trump is meeting with 
each of these people and he 
is giving them their march-
ing orders. He knows the 
hostility of the major media 
and their friends in the Dem-
ocratic party. Their whole 
thing is to be focused on 
one thing at a time. What I 
think Trump is going to do 
is launch the equivalent of 
multi independently target-
ed warheads on Washington. 
And he’s going to do about 
six or seven things all at 

once. It will make the heads 
of those clowns at the NY 
Times and Washington Post 
spin faster than that woman 
in the movie The Exorcist. 
That’s what I hope is going 
to happen and I think that it’s 
going to be a great strategy.”

Thomas believes the only 
way to judge what’s going 
to happen is by examining 
Trump’s promises, some of 
which he conceded had been 
watered down. “But others 
have not,” he said. “And I 
want to deal with the ones 
I don’t think have been wa-
tered down.”

For instance, the Mexi-
can border wall that was the 
focus of much of Trump’s 
campaign.

“Will it be built? I believe 
it will,” Thomas asserted. 
“Not always a wall, not a 
literal wall completely across 
the southern border, but there 
will be fences and electron-
ic devices and that sort of 
thing.” Thomas sees securing 
the border as of paramount 
importance, but emphasized 
that it’s about controlling 
immigration, not banning it. 
“No nation can survive if it 
doesn’t control its immigra-
tion,” he said. “We want peo-
ple to come here from other 
countries if they contribute. 
What we don’t want is peo-
ple who come here without 
talent, without a job and just 
get on the dole and take from 
the rest of us.”

“That’s not racism, that’s 
not insensitivity,” he contin-
ued. “Because if we have 
open borders, the America 
that is attracting them will be 
no more, so we have to have 
border control.” As for may-
ors that have set up so-called 
sanctuary cities, Thomas ap-
proves of Trump’s plan to, 
with the help of the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress 
deny federal funds to them.

Economic growth was an-
other of Trump’s campaign 
promises Thomas looks 
forward to seeing fulfilled. 
“We’ve had some of the 
poorest economic growth 
in the last eight years than 
we’ve had in the history of 
this country since the Great 
Depression and possibly the 
great recession. The way to 
build an economy is to re-
duce taxes, reduce regula-
tions to what is needed – not 
to eliminate them all – and 
that will create jobs. And 
more jobs create more taxes 
for the government.”

Unnecessary government 
programs should also come 
under close scrutiny, ac-
cording to Thomas. Citing 
Ronald Reagan’s famous line 
that the only proof of eternal 
life in Washington is a gov-
ernment program, Thomas 
quipped that it’s easier to kill 
a vampire than a government 
program. “And it’s a good 

analogy, because both tend 
to suck the lifeblood out of 
the host.”

Thomas proposes a sys-
tem where the head of each 
government agency would 
appear before Congress 
every couple of years to jus-
tify not only its budget, but 
its very existence. “If the 
private sector could do a bet-
ter job for less money, then 
we get rid of the government 
program or agency,” he said. 
“It’s very simple.”

President-elect Trump has 
said that defeating Isis will 
be a priority of his admin-
istration, and Thomas be-
lieves that is a good thing. 
“We have to control, along 
with immigration, the kinds 
of people we allow into 
this country,” he said. “We 
should not allow people who 
come from countries that 
harbor terrorism and foment 
terrorism, like Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan. When you have 
people who believe their god 
wants you dead, how are you 
going to negotiate with those 
kinds of people? Do you say, 
‘Well, instead of a bomb, 
could you burn me at the 
stake?’”

He pointed to the Ohio 
State University student who 
recently mimicked the Paris 
attack earlier in the year, 
where he drove his vehicle 
onto a crowded sidewalk 
and started stabbing people 

before a campus policeman 
took him down. “Why are 
we meeting these kinds of 
people in to our country? 
We have a right to deter-
mine who comes here and we 
should exercise that right.”

“If you have a Coca Cola 
or a glass of wine on your 
table and you start filling it 
with water, pretty soon, it 
will be replaced with water,” 
Thomas illustrated. “And 
the things that we love most 
about America are going to 
be replaced if we allow more 
and more people in who do 
not share our values, who 
do not believe in the Consti-
tution and who believe in a 
religion that kills the infidels, 
they hate the Jews, and they 
hate what they call the cross 
worshipers.”

Stating that we were just 
one election away from a 
Supreme Court that would 
have institutionalized what 
liberals call the Living Con-
stitution, which changes ac-
cording to popular opinion 
and whatever the judges say 
it is. “No, the Constitution 
is what the Constitution 
says it it,” he emphasized. 
“It is self-authenticating. The 
Founders knew what they 
were doing when they found-
ed it.” Thomas is pleased 
that Trump has pledged to 
name people to the Supreme 
Court in the tradition of the 
late Antonin Scalia, since he 

could have the opportunity to 
name three or four more jus-
tices if he gets elected for a 
second term, which Thomas 
says will solidify our Consti-
tution as has not been done 
for decades.

Trump has promised to 
bring corporations and the 
jobs they supply back from 
overseas, and Thomas point-
ed out that deals with the 
Ford Motor Company and 
Carrier Air Conditioners to 
halt plans to take parts of 
their operations to Mexico 
were evidence of his com-
mitment. Along with keep-
ing companies in the United 
States, Thomas hopes that a 
lower tax rate – the United 
States and Japan are rivals 
for the highest corporate tax 
rate – will help repatriate 
companies that have already 
left. “The way to bring them 
back is to cut the tax and 
when you bring them back 
they will make more money 
that they will use to hire 
more people and sell more 
products and that’s how you 
get more taxes. It always 
works that way,” he said.

Repealing and replacing 
the Affordable Care Act is 
another of Trump’s promises 
that Thomas believes will be 
kept. “Premiums are shooting 
up, payments are going to go 
down and people are being 
disenfranchised,” Thomas 
said. “Competition is what 
works. Name something the 
government does well. Com-
petition, medical savings ac-
counts, yes, we keep a few 
provisions of Obamacare, 
but competition across state 
lines, all of this I think will 
replace Obamacare.”

Thomas sees these issues 
and others as a symptom of 
a larger problem, one moral 
in nature, as the country has 
exceeded the boundaries set 
by our founders. “This is 
what has contributed to our 

nearly $20 trillion national 
debt, which is another great 
disgrace,” he lamented. “The 
founders wanted limited gov-
ernment. They expected po-
litical leadership not to be a 
permanent career, but a tem-
porary contribution into the 
welfare of America. When 
we exceed boundaries – eco-
nomic, moral, constitutional, 
even foreign policy boundar-
ies, we get into trouble.”

Thomas pointed out that 
the federal government is 
taking in record amounts of 
money from hard-working 
tax payers, but are approach-
ing the $20 trillion mark in 
debt because the government 
has not lived within its means 
and is reluctant to say no to 
any petitioner because politi-
cians trade benefits for votes.

“And our secular progres-
sive friends know that the 
more people they can addict 
to the government, the more 
votes they can expect from 
the addicts.”

“The threats to our liberty 
today are as bad as I’ve ever 
seen them,” Thomas said. 
“Politicians in both parties 
make promises they know 
they can’t keep. I’m hopeful 
about this new administra-
tion. We’ve got the politi-
cal equivalent to turning the 
money changer’s tables over; 
draining the swamp, I hope 
and fighting the bureaucracy, 
which is going to be hard 
because people don’t want to 
give up their power.”

“This is going to be the 
last chance, in my judge-
ment, for conservatives and 
the Republican party to show 
that their ideas work and are 
superior to the dependency 
culture created by the left,” 
he concluded. “If it doesn’t 
work and we don’t prove that 
it works, then I think we’re 
going to be in the wilderness 
like the Democrats are for a 
much longer time.”

Thomas examines Trump promises at KLA Convention

The Kansas Livestock Association played host to Fox 
News contributor Cal Thomas during their 2016 con-
vention and trade show in Wichita. Photo by Scarlett Hagins

While President-elect Donald Trump has yet to se-
lect his Secretary of Agriculture, he recently nominated 
Oklahoma attorney general Scott Pruitt as Secretary of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and CEO of 
CKE Restaurants Andrew Puzder, as Secretary of the 
Department of Labor.

As Oklahoma’s attorney general, Pruitt has been a 
vocal opponent of the Obama administration’s over-
reaching regulations, specifically the Clean Power Plan 
and the Waters Of The U.S. rule. Before he was elected 
as Oklahoma’s attorney general in 2010, Pruitt spent 
eight years in the state senate.

Puzder, CEO of the company that franchises the 
fast-food outlets Hardee’s and Carl’s Jr., is an outspoken 
critic of the Obama administration’s overtime law rule 
and the drive for a $15 minimum wage.

Texas Cattle Feeders Association says they will con-
tinue to engage with the Trump transition team through-
out the remainder of the nominating process to promote 
qualified nominees and issues of importance to cattle 
feeders and U.S. agriculture.

Trump administration 
begins to take shape
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Judging by the music in the malls and 
the decorations that line the streets I 
would say that Christmas is near. Okay, 
that really isn’t a good way to judge the 
time of year because the decorations have 
been up and the Christmas music has been 
playing since sometime early in Septem-
ber. However, the temperature and, more 
importantly, the calendar, tell me that 
Christmas is near. Maybe I ought to start 
my shopping this week. Aw, what is the 
rush? I still have five days.

Honestly, I haven’t even really had time 
to think about Christmas or even enjoy the 
season. It seems like every year the hustle 
and bustle of the season gets to be more 
and more, drowning out what are its best 
and simplest joys. We all have commit-
ments and obligations that spring up this 
time of the year and distract us from the 
real meaning of Christmas.

My wish for you in the next few days 
is to put aside the rush and take a few 
moments to relax and reflect on what 
Christmas really means. One of my favorite 
things to do this holiday season is to plug 
the lights in on the Christmas tree, turn off 
the lights and the TV and sit in the quiet. 
It gives me a chance to clear my mind and 
focus on what really matters.

Maybe it is a side effect of getting older, 
but the highlights of Christmas are far 
different now than they used to be. Christ-
mas is a time of renewal and anticipation, 
it’s not about presents, lights and noise. 
Christmas is the joy of Christ’s birth and 
the promise of a new life. I often think 
about the shepherds (I guess they are the 
group from the nativity that I identify with 
the best) and wonder what that experience 
was like for them. The faith and courage it 
took to seek out the stable is beyond my 
comprehension.

Christmas is also a time we spend with 
family and friends. This year more than any 
other I am looking forward to Christmas 
being a time with family. I suppose Ike 
being in college and coming home for the 
break might have something to do with 
that and I suspect as the years go on it 
will be even more of a highlight. I hope 
that you will not allow the preparations for 
those family events and homecomings to 
get in the way of enjoying time together.

Another thing I have noticed is the 
greetings as Christmas gets closer and 
closer. People seem to be happier this 
time of the year and more often than not 
we wish each other a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year as we part ways. Did 
you ever wonder why we are more likely 
to wish people well this time of the year as 
opposed to other times? I think we might 
all be better off if we greeted and departed 
with the same attitude year-round that we 
do at Christmastime.

I want to share my Christmas wishes 
for each of you. They are simple but if we 
each find time for them I think it will lead 
for a much better and more meaningful 
Christmas.

My wish for each of you with these last 
few days of Christmas is to find that time 
to unplug, find that quiet place and reflect 
for just a moment. It might be in your 
easy chair in front of the tree, maybe with 
Christmas music, a hot cup of coffee and a 
cookie (that is the method I recommend) 
but take just a few moments and let the 
season soak in.

When you are with family and friends 
allow yourself to be there and enjoy the 
time together. Don’t let your mind get 
cluttered with the things you need to do, 
the obligations you may have or any other 
distraction. You can let your mind stew 
over those things later, but for right now 
focus on the people around you. For a little 
while let your worries and stress go.

Finally, I hope you find time to spend 
focused on what Christmas is truly about. 
I know Christmas Eve services and the 
services during Advent are some of the 
most meaningful for me. My favorite part 
of Christmas is a darkened church, lighted 
only with candles as Silent Night is sung. 
That is when I truly feel the Christmas 
spirit.

I hope that during these final days of 
Christmas you find time to unburden from 
the daily grind of life, and take time to re-
member why we celebrate Christmas. My 
wish for you is to be able to spend time 
with the people most important in your 
life and truly focus on that time together. 
Most of all I wish each and every one of 
you a Merry and Blessed Christmas.

By John Schlageck, Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Record crops, low com-
modity prices and stalled 
trade negotiations spell 
troubled times for Kansas 
farmers and ranchers head-
ing into 2017.

Like many other small 
businesses, inputs to pro-
duce a bumper crop gen-
erally entail an abundance 
of costs as well. Except for 
lower fuel prices, most agri-
cultural inputs remain high 
and continue to rise.

Drive through rural Kan-
sas and you’ll see huge piles 
of red and gold grain lying 
on the ground. Talk to farm-
ers and ranchers and they’ll 
tell you their near economic 
prospects don’t look good.

“Insight” visited with 
Congressman-elect Roger 
Marshall at the recent Kan-
sas Farm Bureau conven-
tion to ask him what could 
be done to remedy some of 

the ailments in farm coun-
try.

Marshall campaigned on 
a platform of bringing Kan-
sas farmers a voice on the 
House Ag Committee. He 
labeled himself a “fifth-gen-
eration farm kid” and said, 
“I do know what the back 
side of a tractor feels like 
and I hauled a lot of hay in 
my day.”

He’s practiced as an OB-
GYN and served as chair-
man of the board of Great 
Bend Regional Hospital. 
Marshall says some of his 
best knowledge about agri-
culture was learned while 
he served as a board mem-
ber of the Farmer’s Bank 
and Trust in Great Bend.

“Times are tough in ag-
riculture,” Marshall says. 
“And there are no simple 
solutions.”

Beefing up our trade pol-
icy would help the Kansas 

farmer, he says. While he 
understands President-elect 
Trump is against the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) in its present form, he 
is committed to free and fair 
trade and that may leave 
room to work.

Many farmers, ranchers 
and other ag leaders real-
ize if this nation engaged 
in more free trade it would 
drive up prices.

“If we passed TPP tomor-
row, it’d mean $400,000 a day 
of additional cattle sales to 
the Pacific-rim countries,” 
Marshall says.

Positive trade deals 
could provide Kansas farm-
ers and ranchers with an 
opportunity to remain com-
petitive in today’s global 
marketplace. If the United 
States stays on the side-
line, others will continue 
to sign trade agreements 
with China, India, Japan 
and many other developing 
countries who would wel-
come Kansas’ high quality 
feed grains, protein, val-
ue-added products and man-
ufactured goods.

Marshall also believes 
decreasing regulations in 
agriculture, banking and 
health care could drive the 

cost of inputs down.
“The new administration 

is going to come in and say, 
‘halt and desist’ to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy,” the congressman-elect 
says. “I expect (legislation 
on) Waters of the United 
States (WOTUS) to slow 
down or stop all together.

“When you look at the 
law that talks about navi-
gable streams, as near as I 
can tell, water running in a 
ditch is not navigable where 
I come from.”

Tax reform is another 
way to help this country’s 
economy and that of Kan-
sas farmers and ranchers, 
Marshall says. He believes a 
reduction in corporate taxes 
will spur companies and in-
dividuals to invest money 
and grow businesses.

Rebuilding this nation’s 
infrastructure could also in-
vigorate this nation’s econ-
omy.

“Buckle in because we’re 
going to start to work on Jan. 
4,” Marshall says. “Congress 
will no longer conduct two- 
and three-day work weeks. 
Our new president expects 
us to produce and we expect 
to operate as a Congress of 

action. We’re going to turn 
our economy around.”

John Schlageck is a lead-
ing commentator on agricul-
ture and rural Kansas. Born 

and raised on a diversified 
farm in northwestern Kansas, 
his writing reflects a lifetime 
of experience, knowledge and 
passion.

A minute with Marshall
By National Pork 
Producers Council

Top agricultural influ-
encers met recently at the 
National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., to discuss 
the direction of the 2018 
Farm Bill at a forum hosted 
by the Farm Foundation, a 
non-profit group that works 
for sound agricultural pub-
lic policy.

The panelists included 
Chuck Conner, president 
and CEO of the National 
Council of Farmer Coop-
eratives; Scott Faber, vice 
president of government af-
fairs for the Environmental 
Working Group; and Daren 
Bakst, an agricultural re-
search policy fellow at the 
Heritage Foundation. Opin-
ions varied on the next Farm 
Bill - from farm subsidies to 
government regulation.

Faber voiced concern 
about farm conservation 
and stewardship practices 
and said that voluntary in-
centives alone are not work-
ing. He would like to see 
requirements for farmers to 
show basic conservation in 
return for subsidies and be-
lieves the key to safer food 
and water is through incen-
tives and clearer regulation.

Bakst sees a need for 
federal intervention to be 
passed on to state and local 
levels to ease regulatory 
burdens, specifically in the 
case of water conservation. 
On subsidies, he believes 
farmers currently are insu-
lated from market forces, 
shallow crop loss coverage 
has distorted farmers’ plant-
ing decisions, which might 
harm stewardship judge-
ment, and subsidies should 
only cover deep crop losses 
for the market to hold more 
power.

Bakst believes the nutri-
tion title of the Farm Bill 
and the other titles (as a 
whole) can be addressed 
and passed individually to 
achieve more reforms. Con-
ner reminded the panel that 
is it quite early to begin 
talks on the 2018 Farm Bill, 
considering that some of the 
2014 Farm Bill provisions 
have yet to be implemented. 
He noted that it is unusual 
for a bill to be drafted in a 
period of low and declining 
farm income.

The “success of the Farm 
Bill depends on our ability 
to tap into that grassroots 
populism” that elected the 
Trump administration, Con-
ner said. He stressed the im-
portance of getting the bill 
passed on time to minimize 
the amount of uncertainty 
for lenders and farmers, and 
was optimistic about the bill 
being farmer-friendly with 
key players in the House 
and Senate.

Influencers discuss what the 
next farm bill will look like
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Two Kansas State Uni-
versity graduates — Dalton 
Henry, Washington, D.C., 
and Jorge Mendoza, Colum-
bus, Ohio — are the recipi-
ents of the K-State Alumni 
Association Student Alumni 
Board’s 2017 Distinguished 
Young Alumni Award.

The award recognizes 
two K-State graduates who 
are younger than 35 and 
are using the scholarship, 
leadership and service ex-
perience they acquired at 
K-State to excel in their 
professions and contribute 
to their communities. The 
Alumni Association and 
Student Alumni Board will 
honor Henry and Mendoza 
when they return to cam-
pus Feb. 27 through March 
1 to give keynote presen-
tations and visit with stu-
dent groups and university 

classes.
“In fulfillment of the 

Alumni Association’s mis-
sion to serve alumni as their 
link for life to the university, 
we are pleased to support 
the Student Alumni Board 
in presenting this award to 
simultaneously honor some 
of our most accomplished 
young graduates while 
creating new ties among 
alumni, students and facul-
ty,” said Amy Button Renz, 
Alumni Association presi-
dent and CEO.

Henry, a native of Ran-
dolph, is the director of pol-
icy at the U.S. Wheat Asso-
ciates. 

While at K-State, Henry 
was a member of Alpha 
Gamma Rho fraternity, Blue 
Key Honor Society, College 
of Agriculture Ambassa-
dors, Ag Communicators of 

Tomorrow and Ag Econom-
ics Club. Henry also served 
as K-State student body 
president during the 2009-10 
school year. He graduated 
from K-State in 2010 with 
a bachelor’s degree in ag-
ricultural communications 
and journalism.

Mendoza, a native of 
Garden City, Kansas, is the 
STEM Exploration Program 
manager at Ohio State Uni-
versity. He graduated from 
K-State in 2010 with a bach-
elor’s degree in biology.

While at K-State, Men-
doza was a member of De-
veloping Scholars Program, 
McNair Scholars Program, 
Research Experience for 
Undergraduates, Hispanic 
American Leadership Orga-
nization, Bridges to the Fu-
ture and served as president 
of the Multicultural Honor 

Society.
“We are so excited to 

bring back two fantastic 
K-State alumni, Jorge and 
Dalton,” said Taylor Fry, 
Student Alumni Board pres-
ident. “They have both done 
outstanding things in their 
careers and have accom-
plished a great amount at 
such a young age. As a stu-
dent, it is inspiring to hear 
from two individuals that 
once walked K-State’s cam-
pus, impacted the univer-
sity, and then continued to 
make a difference in their 
careers. We are thrilled to 
honor these amazing lead-
ers.”

For more on the Distin-
guished Young Alumni pro-
gram, visit www.K-State.
com/DYA or call the Alum-
ni Association at 800-600-
ALUM (2586).

Two K-State graduates to receive 2017 
Distinguished Young Alumni Award Following news that President-elect Donald 

Trump will name Iowa governor Terry Branstad the 
next U.S. ambassador to China, American Soybean 
Association (ASA) President Richard Wilkins ex-
pressed the association’s support for the pick, citing 
the governor’s extensive experience working with 
China and the importance of the marketplace for U.S. 
soybean farmers: 

“ASA enthusiastically supports Gov. Branstad as 
the next U.S. ambassador to China. As we have said 
in the weeks that followed the presidential election, 
it is extremely important to have voices within the 
incoming administration that understand and value 
the huge impact that global trade has on U.S. agricul-
ture and specifically American soybean producers. 
Nowhere is that relationship more significant than 
in China, a market that demands nearly 60 percent of 
our soy exports, and over 25 percent of our produc-
tion overall.

“Governor Branstad has proven himself to be a 
valuable ally on this issue. He clearly understands 
the global nature of the agricultural economy, and 
knows what American farmers and Chinese buyers 
mean to one another. We look forward to working with 
him and his staff in the years to come. We also look 
forward to continuing our outreach to President-elect 
Trump to help underscore the priorities of American 
soybean farmers, including the importance of trade 
and exports to our industry and all of agriculture. “

ASA welcomes Branstad as 
incoming ambassador to China

Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack has announced 
that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will offer 
farmers and ranchers more 
opportunities to partici-
pate in the Conservation 
Reserve Program. The an-
nouncement includes new 
CRP practices to protect 
water quality and adds an 
additional 1.1 million acres 
targeted to benefit wildlife, 
pollinators and wetlands.

“The Conservation Re-
serve Program is an ex-
tremely popular voluntary 
program that offers produc-
ers and landowners a wide 
variety of opportunities to 
prevent erosion, protect 
wildlife habitat and reduce 
nutrient runoff,” said Vil-
sack. “With the program 
close to the legal enrollment 
limit of 24 million acres, 
USDA has been working to 
use all of the tools at our 
disposal to maximize bene-
fits by combining multiple 
soil, water and wildlife ob-
jectives in the areas where 
it is needed most.”

Vilsack unveiled a new 

conservation initiative 
known as Clean Lakes, Estu-
aries and Rivers (CLEAR), 
which will add new tools 
to CRP that can help to im-
prove water quality. CLEAR 
will assist landowners with 
the cost of building biore-
actors and saturated buffers 
that filter nitrates and other 
nutrients from tile-drained 
cropland.  Early estimates 
indicate that CLEAR could 
help to reduce nitrate run-
off by as much as 40 percent 
over traditional conserva-
tion methods.  CLEAR may 
cover up to 90 percent of 
the cost to install these new 
practices through incen-
tives and cost-share.  These 
new methods are especially 
important in areas where 
traditional buffers have not 
been enough to prevent nu-
trients from reaching bodies 
of water.

USDA will also add an 
additional 1.1 million acres 
to a number of key CRP 
practices that are critical-
ly important to wildlife and 
conservation. These include 
700,000 acres for State Acres 

for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) efforts, which re-
store high-priority wildlife 
habitat tailored to a specific 
state’s needs.   In addition 
to SAFE, 300,000 acres will 
be added to target wetlands 
restoration that are nature’s 
water filters and 100,000 
acres for pollinator habitat 
that support 30 percent of 

agricultural production.
The continued strong 

demand for CRP combined 
with the limited acreage 
available for enrollment 
and lower land rental rates, 
allows USDA to modify cer-
tain program components 
without affecting the integri-
ty of the program. Signing in-
centives are being reduced 

by $25 per acre on certain 
practices for fiscal year 2018 
enrollments (incentives are 
currently between $100 and 
$150 per acre) and a cap 
on the maximum soil rent-
al rate is being instituted 
for Continuous CRP at $300 
per acre. The savings from 
these changes are being re-
invested back in CRP, in-

cluding the additional acres 
for SAFE, pollinator habitat 
and wetlands restoration.

To learn more about 
FSA’s conservation pro-
grams, visit  www.fsa.usda.
gov/conservation  or contact 
your local FSA office. To 
find your local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Joyce Jandera, Hanover: 
“This mushroom dish set 
around a prime rib or pork 
loin or roast turkey, makes a 
very impressive display. Not 
a long, hard recipe and can 
be made early in the morn-
ing of serving and kept cool, 
then bake and ‘voila’ every-
one will want your recipe! 
Merry Christmas to All!”

SAUSAGE STUFFED 
MUSHROOMS

48 large fresh mushrooms
1 pound fresh pork sausage, 

browned & drained
1/2 cup bread crumbs, dry
2 tablespoons fresh, finely 

chopped parsley
1 tablespoon lemon juice, 

fresh
3 cloves garlic, minced or 

crushed
1/4 cup grated Parmesan 

cheese
2 tablespoons olive oil

Preheat oven to 400 de-
grees. Remove mushroom 
stems and set aside to use in 
recipe later. Set caps aside. 
Place mushroom caps on foil-
lined baking sheet; set aside. 
In a heavy skillet heat olive 
oil over medium heat and 
cook until you see no pink; 
drain. Remove from heat. 
Stir in bread crumbs and set 
aside. In a medium-size bowl 

combine cream cheese, pars-
ley, lemon juice and garlic 
until smooth. Combine cream 
cheese mixture and sausage. 
Fill each cap with sausage 
and cream cheese mixture. 
Sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese. Bake 14-16 minutes 
or until mushrooms are ten-
der and lightly browned. For 
a finishing touch, drizzle 
with olive oil. Yum!

•••••

Meri Rhodes, Tampa: “So 
easy and no candy thermom-
eter.”
TOFFEE GRAHAM CANDY
15 whole graham crackers
1 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 1/2 cups chocolate chips

Line a large greased cookie 
sheet with graham crackers. 
Melt butter and brown sugar 
in a saucepan. Boil 2 minutes, 
stirring constantly. Pour and 
spread over crackers. Bake at 
350 degrees for 10 minutes. 
Immediately sprinkle choco-
late chips on top. Let choco-
late melt and spread evenly. 
Cut while warm into squares 
or cool completely and break 
into pieces.

•••••

Leah Shaw, Silver Lake:
SHRIMP MOUSSE

1 can tomato soup, undiluted

8-ounce package cream 
cheese

1 1/2 envelopes unflavored 
gelatin

1/2 cup cold water
1 1/2 cups celery
1/2 cup onion
1 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 cans small drained & 

rinsed shrimp

Crackers

Heat the tomato soup 
to boiling then add cream 
cheese and stir over low 
heat until cheese dissolves. 
Remove from heat and cool 
slightly. Dissolve gelatin in 
cold water. Chop celery and 
onion. Add softened gelatin 
to soup mix along with vege-
tables, mayonnaise and salt; 
add shrimp. Mix well and 
pour into mold. Refrigerate 
overnight. Serve on your fa-
vorite crackers.

•••••

Sandra Norris, Salina: “I 
got this recipe from Angel 
Care Home Health flyer 
about 2 weeks ago. I made it 
for the Oakdale Plaza Apart-
ments potluck dinner on Dec. 
8 and it tastes good!”
PUMPKIN CRUNCH CAKE

2 cups pumpkin puree
12-fluid-ounce can evaporat-

ed milk
4 eggs
1 1/2 cups white sugar
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie 

spice
1 teaspoon salt
18.25-ounce package yellow 

cake mix
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup margarine, melted
8-ounce container frozen 

whipped topping, thawed

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Lightly grease a 9-by-13-inch 
baking pan. Combine the 
pumpkin, evaporated milk, 
eggs, sugar, pumpkin pie 
spice and salt. Mix well and 
spread into the prepared pan. 
Sprinkle the yellow cake mix 
over the top of the pumpkin 
mixture and pat down. Sprin-
kle the chopped pecans over 
the top of the cake mix then 
drizzle the melted margarine 
all over the top. Bake at 350 
degrees for about 1 hour but 
no longer than 1 hour and 
20 minutes. Top cooled cake 
with whipped topping when 
ready to serve.

•••••

Jeannine Colstrom, Osage 
City: “I found this recipe 
in the ‘Taste of Home’ sev-
eral years ago. I think it is 
an excellent holiday coffee 
cake rather than dessert. 
Perfect addition to a holiday 
brunch.”

CRANBERRY NUT
DESSERT

1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 cups fresh or frozen cran-
berries, finely chopped

1/2 cup slivered almonds
1/2 cup melted butter or 
margarine

2 eggs
1/2 teaspoon almond extract

Combine flour, sugar and 
salt. Add chopped cranber-
ries and most of almonds 
(save a couple of tablespoons 
of nuts to sprinkle over top). 
Toss to coat. Stir in the but-
ter, eggs and extract (mix-
ture will be thick). Pour 
into a 9-by-9-inch greased 
pan. Sprinkle with almonds. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 40 
minutes or until toothpick 
comes out clean. Drizzle a 
light glaze over hot cake and 
serve warm.

Glaze:
1 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon milk
1/2 teaspoon almond extract

Powdered sugar

Combine and heat in mi-
crowave just until butter 
melts. Add powdered sugar 
until right consistency to 
drizzle over warm cake.

•••••

Nancy Horne,   Alta Vista: 

“Here is a cookie that is hard 
but a good one.”

BANANA CRESCENT
1/2 cup chopped almonds
6 tablespoons sugar, divided
1/2 cup margarine, cut into 

pieces
1 1/2 cups plus 2 tablespoons 

all-purpose flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 extra ripe medium banana, 

peeled
1/2 cup chocolate chips

Pulverize almonds with 2 
tablespoon sugar in blender. 
In a bowl beat the margarine 
and add the almond mixture 
with remaining 4 tablespoons 
of sugar. Puree the banana in 
blender. Add to the almond 
mixture and mix well. Then 
add the flour and salt and 
mix well. Shape tablespoon-
fuls of dough into logs then 
shape into crescents. Place 
on lightly greased cookie 
sheet. Bake at 375 degrees 
for 25 minutes (and yes I said 
25 minutes) or until gold-
en. Cool on wire rack. Melt 
the chocolate chips in micro-
wavable dish. Dip the ends 
of cookies in the chocolate. 
Refrigerate until chocolate 
is set.
NOTE: I use white chocolate 
as I am allergic to the dark 

chocolate.
•••••

Beth Scripter:  “Had these 
at a quilt retreat and they 
were so good, fast and easy 
for a crowd.”

OMELET IN A BAG

Good Ziploc bags

Large pot of boiling water
2 eggs

Toppings of your choice, 
salsa, peppers, onions, 
cheese, bacon, ham, etc.

Put two eggs in the zip-
loc bag and squeeze the eggs 
until they are mixed. Add any 
toppings you prefer. Squeeze 
out the air in the ziploc bag 
(very important). Seal it very 
well. Write your name on the 
bag.  Add the ziploc bags to 
the boiling water. Can cook 
up to 8 bags at once and boil 
for 13 minutes. They are done 
and everyone can eat at once!

•••••

Julie Schultz, Alma:
CHEATER PICKLES

7 buds of garlic
3 cups sugar
12-ounce jar jalapeno slices

Gallon of kosher dill pick-
les whole (I use Mt. Olive on 
both the pickles & the jalape-
nos; any brand will do)

Dump out the pickle juice 
then dump out the pickles. 
Slice the pickles like you like 
them to eat. Into the jar put 
3 cups of sugar and 12-ounce 
jar of juice and all sliced ja-
lapenos (if you like them not 
so hot just add a half jar; save 
rest in refrigerator for next 
batch). Stir up with wooden 
spoon somewhat. Add pickles 
back into jar with 7 garlic 
cloves diced up and put the 
lid back on jar. With a ziploc 
bag under lid to keep it from 
leaking, screw lid on tight. 
Lay jar on towel on a counter 
and roll it every time you 
wish. After 7 days of rolling 
jar back and forth and back 
and forth, they are ready to 
eat. Keep in the refrigera-
tor and eat when you desire. 
These are very good.

•••••

Doris Shivers, Abilene:
DOUBLE OAT BREAKFAST 

COOKIES
1/2 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup smooth peanut butter
1 1/4 cups sugar
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup water
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup rolled oats
1 cup golden raisins and/or 

milk chocolate pieces
3 cups round toasted oat ce-

real (such as Cheerios)

Preheat oven to 375 de-
grees. In a large mixing bowl 

beat butter and peanut butter 
with electric mixer on medi-
um to high speed for 30 sec-
onds. Add sugar, baking soda 
and salt. Beat in water, egg 
and vanilla until combined. 
Beat in flour until combined. 
Beat in as much of the rolled 
oats as you can with mixer. 
Stir in any remaining rolled 
oats, Stir in raisins and oat 
cereal.  Drop dough by scant 
1/4 cupfuls about 3 inches 
apart onto an ungreased 
cookie sheet. Flatten slight-
ly. Bake for 10-12 minutes 
or until edges are light-
ly browned. Cool on cookie 
sheet for 5 minutes. Transfer 
to a wire rack and let cool 
completely. Store cookies in a 
tightly covered container for 
up to 5 days or freezer for up 
to 3 months.

•••••

Shirley Deiser, Kanopolis:
Elephant Ears

½ cup milk
2 cups sugar
4 teaspoons cinnamon
1 cake or package of dry 

yeast
¼ cup warm water
2 cups flour
2 tablespoons sugar
½ teaspoon salt
½ cup soft butter
1 egg yolk
2 tablespoons soft butter
1/3 cup melted butter
½ cup chopped nuts

Scald milk. Cool. Combine 
the 2 cups sugar and 4 tea-
spoons cinnamon; set aside. 
Soften yeast in warm water. 
Combine flour, 2 tablespoons 
sugar and salt. Cut in ½ cup 
soft butter as for pastry. Add 
egg yolk, scalded milk and 
yeast and mix well. Chill 
dough until firm enough 
to handle, 2 hours or more. 
Turn onto lightly floured 
board and cover with cloth 
and let rest 10 minutes. Roll 
to a 10-by-18-inch rectangle. 
Spread with 2 tablespoons 
butter. Sprinkle with ½ cup 
sugar-cinnamon mixture. 
Roll as for jellyroll, sealing 
edges. Cut into 1-inch slic-
es. Reserve 6 tablespoons 
sugar mixture for topping. 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
On a large piece waxed paper 
sprinkle remaining mix-
ture. Place slices of dough 
on sugar, cut side up, allow-
ing room in between slices. 
Brush with melted butter 
and sprinkle with 1 teaspoon 
of sugar mixture and nuts. 
Place on ungreased cookie 
sheet. Bake immediately for 
12 minutes or until lightly 
browned.

•••••
 Cristi Ellexson, Tescott: “A 

fun holiday candy.”
Polar Bear Claw 

Candy
12 ounces vanilla almond 

bark
30 caramels, unwrapped
1 cup peanuts
1/4 cup heavy whipping 

cream
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
1 teaspoon vanilla

Sea salt, to taste

Line 1-2 baking sheets 
with parchment paper and 
set aside. Place caramels, 
butter and cream in a large 
microwaveable bowl and mi-
crowave in 30-second incre-
ments, stirring in between, 
until melted and smooth. 
Stir in vanilla and peanuts, 
adding extra sea salt, if de-
sired, and stir until evenly 
coated. Let mixture cool to 
room temperature, stirring 
occasionally so it doesn’t 
set, then use a tablespoon or 
small scoop to drop spoonfuls 
of mixture onto lined sheets. 
Place in refrigerator or leave 
out until set, 30-60 minutes. 
In a second microwaveable 
bowl, melt almond bark in 
30-second increments, stir-
ring in between, until fully 
melted. Take caramel/pea-
nut cluster and dip each one 
completely in melted bark, 
then shake off excess. Return 
to lined baking sheet and 

refrigerate until set. Serve 
immediately or store in air-
tight container.

•••••
 Lisa Conger, Topeka:

CRANBERRY COOKIES
2/3 cup butter
2/3 cup brown sugar
2 eggs
1 1/2 cups flour
1 1/2 cups old-fashioned oats
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 1/4 cups dried cranberries
1 cup chopped pecans
2/3 cup vanilla or white 

chips

Cream butter and brown 
sugar. Add eggs and mix 
well. Combine the dry ingre-
dients then gradually add to 
the creamed mixture. Stir in 
the remaining ingredients. 
Drop by tablespoonfuls 3 
inches apart onto ungreased 
baking sheets. Bake at 375 
degrees for 10-12 minutes or 
until golden brown. Remove 
to wire racks to cool.  Makes 
4 dozen.

•••••

Lydia J. Miller, Westphalia:
PAYDAY CANDY

1 can Eagle Brand milk
24 ounces salted peanuts
1/2 stick butter
14- to 16-ounce package reg-

ular marshmallows
1 package peanut butter 

chips

Spread half of peanuts over 
bottom of a 19-by-13-inch 
pan. Melt marshmallows, 
Eagle milk, butter and pea-
nut butter chips over low 
heat or can use microwave, 
stirring every one minute. 
Pour mixture over nuts. Pour 
on rest of nuts and pat down. 
Refrigerate.

•••••
 Rose Edwards, Stillwater, 

Oklahoma:
CHRISTMAS PIE

(2) 8-ounce cans crushed 
pineapple

12-ounce package cranber-
ries, chopped

1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup sugar
3 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons butter
3/4 cup chopped walnuts or 

pecans
1/4 teaspoon salt

Pastry for double crust pie

Drain pineapple reserving 
1/4 cup juice. Set pineapple 
aside. In saucepan combine 
the cranberries, sugars and 
juice. Bring to a boil, cook 
and stir for 5 minutes. Com-
bine flour and pineapple; add 
to cranberry mixture. Cook 
and stir over medium heat 
until mixture comes to a boil, 
cook and stir for 2 minutes 
or until thickened. Remove 
from the heat, stir in the but-
ter, nuts and salt. Cool then 
pour into 9-inch pastry-lined 
pie plate. Place crust on top. 
Cut slits in top. Bake at 400 
degrees for 40-45 minutes or 
until golden brown.

•••••

Millie Conger, Tecumseh:
Cranberry Dip

12-ounce package fresh cran-
berries

1 cup white sugar
1 cup apricot jam
1 cup chopped pecans
8-ounce package cream 

cheese

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Combine cranberries 
with sugar in a 2-quart bak-
ing dish with a lid, stirring 
well to coat all the berries. 
Bake in the oven covered for 
about 30 minutes until the 
cranberries pop and release 
the liquid.

Remove from oven and stir 
in the jam and pecans. Re-
frigerate overnight to blend 
the flavors. To serve allow 
the cream cheese to come 
to room temperature and 
pour dip over the block of 
cream cheese on a serving 
dish. Serve with crackers or 
pretzels.

•••••

Kellee George, Lawrence:
CRANBERRY WALNUT WHITE FUDGE

12-ounce package white vanilla chips
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1/2 cup vanilla ready-to-spread frosting
3 ounces cream cheese
1/4 cup chopped walnuts
1/3 cup dried cranberries
1 teaspoon grated orange peel

Line 9-inch square pan with foil so foil extends 
over sides of pan. Spray lightly with nonstick 
spray. Melt vanilla chips in small saucepan 
over low heat, stirring until smooth. Remove 
from heat.  In bowl combine powdered sugar, 
frosting and cream cheese; blend well. Stir in 
melted chips, walnuts, cranberries and orange 
peel.  Spread in pan. Refrigerate about 1 hour 
or until firm. Remove fudge from pan by lifting 
foil, remove foil.  Cut into squares.

•••••

Kellee Rogers, Lawrence, Wins 
Final Holiday Contest
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CONTEST CLOSED!
In observance of the holiday season,
Grass & Grain will award the weekly

winners $35 in addition to the prize gift.
Contest IS NOW CLOSED!

BONUS DRAWING
Second chance to win! The names of all contestants 

will be entered in a drawing from which four names will be
chosen. Each of these four contestants will receive $35. 

Winners will be announced Dec. 20.

G&G Announces Its Annual
Holiday Recipe Contest

 The winner each week 
is selected from the recipes 
printed.

 Send us your favorite 
recipe. It may be a main 
dish, leftover, salad, side 
dish, dessert, or what-have-
you.
1. Check your recipe care-
fully to make certain all 
ingredients are accurate 
and instructions are clear.

2. Be sure your name, address 
and phone number are on 
the entry. Please include 
a street address with your 
recipe entries. A post office 
box number is not sufficient 
for prize delivery. Allow 3-4 
weeks for delivery.
3. Send it to: Woman’s Page 
Editor, Grass & Grain, Box 
1009, Manhattan, KS 66505.

OR e-mail at:
auctions@agpress.com

Lighted Winter Scene
Canvas Wall Art

• On/off switch.
• Battery operated
• Requires 2 “AA”
   batteries.
• 19 3/4”W x 15 3/4”L
• Canvas stretched
   over a wood frame.
• Ready to hang.

Features lovely, intricately detailed
artwork with elements that light up to

add even more interest.
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Slow-Cooker 
White

Mexican 
Chili

Today, I’m excited to 
share with you one of 
my most favorite “soup” 
recipes. It came several 
years back from Pinter-
est (that wonderful site) 
and I can’t think of an-
other chili that I’d rath-
er have than this! It’s 
unique and very simple 
to make.

A combination of 
chicken, corn and beans, 
with a creamy white 
cheese sauce make this 
chili taste amazing, ei-
ther on its own or with a 
biscuit or tortilla chips. 
This is literally a one-pot 
wonder! The chicken can 
be put in the slow-cooker 
frozen, and then every-
thing else gets poured in, 
stirred together and left 
for hours.

You’ll Need:
2 chicken breasts (still 

frozen)
1 can Original Ro-tel
15-ounce can corn ker-

nels
15-ounce can black 

beans (I used soy)
1 package Ranch 

dressing mix
1 tablespoon ground 

cumin
1 teaspoon chili pow-

der
1 teaspoon onion pow-

der
8-ounce brick cream 

cheese

Here’s our cast of in-
gredients! To get start-
ed, lightly grease a 4- or 
5-quart crock-pot and 
place the frozen chicken 
breasts in the bottom of it.

Top the chicken with 
all of the rest of the in-
gredients, minus the 
cream cheese.

Stir together the 
beans, corn, Ro-tel and 
seasonings.

Top with the cream 
cheese and cook on low 
for 6-8 hours or high 
for 3-4 hours. Right be-
fore serving, pull out 
the chicken breasts and 
shred them. Put chicken 
back into the chili, stir 
and let cook a few min-
utes longer.

Serve with either tor-
tilla chips (you can al-
most eat it like a dip!) or 
with fresh biscuits.

Ashleigh is a free-
lance writer and blogger 
for her website, Prairie 
Gal Cookin’ (www.prai-
riegalcookin.com). She 
shares everything from 
step-by-step recipes and 
easy DIY projects, to 
local history, stories, and 
photography from out on 
the farm in Kansas. Fol-
low PGC online or like 
it on Facebook for more 
recipes and ramblings!

Claire Martin, Salina: 
“Serve in small coffee cups 
as it is very rich!”

SPICED DRINKING
CHOCOLATE

1/2 cup cocoa (unsweetened, 
like Nestle’s)

1/3 cup sugar
1 teaspoon cornstarch
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup water (another)
1 cup milk
1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract

Cinnamon & nutmeg

In a medium saucepan stir 
together the cocoa, sugar and 
cornstarch. Whisk in 1/2 cup 
water and set over low heat. 
Whisk in the other 1/2 cup 
water and the milk and cook 
stirring over medium-low 
heat until thickened, about 
10 minutes. Stir in vanilla, a 
sprinkling of cinnamon and a 
pinch of nutmeg.

•••••
 Katrina Morgan, Americus:

CHERRY DELIGHT

Crust:
18 graham cracker squares 

(crushed)
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup margarine, melted

Mix well and reserve 1/4 
cup for topping. Press into 
9-by-9-inch pan.

Filling:
8 ounces cream cheese, soft-

ened
1/2 cup sugar
8 ounces whipped topping, 

thawed

Mix sugar with soft-
ened cream cheese. Stir in 
whipped topping. Spread one-
half of cream cheese mixture 
on graham cracker crust. 
Spread cherry pie filling 
over this layer. Spread the 
rest of the cream cheese mix-
ture over pie filling. Sprinkle 
with graham cracker crumbs 
left from crust. Chill 2 hours 
before serving.

•••••
 Mary Rogers, Topeka:

HOT COCOCA
CHEESECAKE DIP

4 envelopes hot cocoa mix 
without marshmallows

8-ounce package cream 
cheese

4 ounces Cool Whip, thawed

In a bowl add the hot cocoa 
mix and cream cheese. Mix 
on medium with a hand 
mixer until thoroughly in-
corporated. Add the Cool 
Whip and continue to beat 
until combined.  Scoop into 
serving bowl. Serve with 
chocolate chip cookies.

•••••

Shirley Deiser, Kanopolis:
TEXAS TRASH

(Hot & Spicy)
1 box Cheerios cereal
1 box Wheat Chex cereal
1 pound nuts
2 tablespoons savory salt
2 tablespoons Worcester-

shire Sauce
1 tablespoon liquid smoke 

flavoring
2 tablespoons Tabasco sauce
2 tablespoons garlic powder
1 box Rice Chex cereal
1 box pretzel sticks
1 stick butter

Melt butter and add sea-
sonings and sauces. Pour 
over cereal, nuts and pretzel 
mixture. Bake at 250 degrees 
for 2 hours, stirring every 15 
minutes.
NOTE: This mixture will be 
very crispy. If you want it to 
be less crispy, cook for only 
1 hour. If you don’t want as 
hot and spicy, decrease or 

eliminate the Tabasco sauce.
•••••

Lucille Wohler, Clay Cen-
ter:
EASY SALISBURY STEAK

1 can cream of mushroom 
soup

1/3 cup bread crumbs

Small finely chopped onion
1 egg
1-pound ground beef
1 tablespoon oil

Mix 1/4 can cream of mush-

room soup, bread crumbs, 
onion, egg and ground beef. 
Mix well and shape into 4 
patties. Heat oil in skillet 
and cook patties until brown. 
Drain. Add remainder of soup 
and bring to a boil and cook 
over low heat for 10 minutes 
or until cooked through.

•••••
 Kellee George, Lawrence:

MOUND CANDY BARS
1 brownie mix
5 cups coconut
1 can condensed milk
1 can chocolate frosting

Make brownies according 
to directions. Mix coconut 
and milk and spread over 
brownies when you take out 
of oven. Melt frosting in mi-
crowave and pour over top of 
brownies.

•••••
 Millie Conger, Tecumseh:

CRANBERRY
STREUSEL PIE

1 pound cranberries, fresh 
or frozen, thawed & 
chopped

1 cup white sugar
3/4 cup flour, divided
9-inch unbaked pie crust
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 stick butter, softened

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Stir together cranber-
ries, white sugar and 1/4 cup 
flour in a bowl until blended. 
Spread filling evenly in pie 
crust. Combine brown sugar, 
walnuts, butter and remain-
ing flour in bowl. Make crum-
bly. Sprinkle over filling. 
Bake until filling is bubbling 
and topping is golden brown, 
about 45 minutes. Cover 
edges with foil if browning 
too much. Transfer to a wire 
rack to cool.

•••••
 Joyce Jandera, Hanover:

CHERRY PIE BARS
3 cups all-purpose flour
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cups cold butter, cubed
3 cups canned cherry pie 

filling (about 1 1/2 (21-
ounce) cans

3/4 cup chopped pecans
1 cup powdered sugar
4 to 5 teaspoons whole milk
1/4 teaspoon almond extract

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Line bottom and sides 
of a 9-by-13-inch pan with 
heavy duty foil allowing 2 to 
3 inches to extend over sides. 
Lightly spray the foil with 
cooking spray. Pulse flour, 
granulated sugar and salt in 
a food processor until com-
bined. Add butter cubes and 
pulse until mixture is crum-
bly. This can also be done 
with a pie crust blender. Re-
serve 1 cup flour mixture. 
Press remaining flour mix-
ture into bottom of prepared 
pan. Bake in oven until light-
ly browned, 25 to 30 minutes. 
Spread cherry filling over 
crust in pan. Toss together 
reserved 1 cup flour mixture 
and pecans. Sprinkle pecan 
mixture evenly over filling. 
Bake in preheated oven 40 to 
45 minutes. Cool completely 
in pan on wire rack, about 1 
hour. Lift baked bars from 
pan using foil sides as han-
dles. Stir together powdered 
sugar, 4 teaspoons milk and 
almond extract. Add addi-
tional milk to get right con-
sistency. Drizzle over pecan 
mixture. Cut in 48 bars.

•••••

Kellee George, Lawrence:
PEPPERMINT POPCORN

1 pound white candy coating
24 cups popped popcorn
1/2 to 3/4 cup finely crushed 

peppermint candy

In microwave or heavy 
saucepan melt candy coat-
ing; stir until smooth. In a 
large bowl combine the pop-
corn and crushed candy. Pour 
candy coating over top; toss to 
coat. Pour onto a waxed paper 
lined baking sheet. When 
hardened break apart. Store 
in an air-tight container.

•••••

Cristi Ellexson, Tescott: 
“These are festive cookies 
I’ve made in the past for 
goodie plates at Christmas.”

BUTTERSCOTCH
EGGNOG STARS

2/3 cup butter, softened
1 cup sugar
1 egg
1/4 cup eggnog
2 cups flour
3/4 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/2 cup crushed hard butter-

scotch candies

Optional Icing:
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1/4 teaspoon rum extract
2-3 tablespoons eggnog

Yellow-colored sugar

In large bowl cream but-
ter and sugar until light and 
fluffy. Beat in egg and egg-
nog. Combine flour, baking 
powder, salt and nutmeg; 
gradually add to creamed 
mixture and mix well. Di-
vide dough in half. On light-
ly floured surface roll out 
one-half at a time to 1/4-inch 
thickness. Cut with floured 3 
1/2-inch star cutter. Cut out 
centers with 1 1/2-inch star 
cutter. Line baking sheet 
with foil, grease foil. Put cut-
outs on pan. Sprinkle 1 tea-
spoon crushed candy in cen-
ters. Repeat with remaining 
dough. Bake at 375 degrees 
for 6-8 minutes or until edges 
are golden. Cool on sheet pan 
for 5 minutes then slide cook-
ies and foil onto wire rack 
to cool.

Icing:

Beat powdered sugar, rum 
extract and eggnog to driz-
zling consistency. Drizzle 
over cooled cookies. Sprin-
kle with colored sugar, if de-
sired.

•••••

Millie Conger, Tecumseh:
CHEESE LOG

(2) 8-ounce packages cream 
cheese

1 jar Kraft Old English 
cheese

1/2 cup shredded Cheddar 
cheese

1 teaspoon lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon grated onion (or 

use dried minced onion)
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon dry chives
1 teaspoon parsley
1 tablespoon mayonnaise

Have cheeses at room tem-
perature. Mix all together in 
large bowl. Shape into 2 logs.

•••••
 Cristi Ellexson, Tescott: “I 

just made these and they 
are the perfect gingerbread 
... easy to make.”

ICED GINGERBREAD 
BARS

1/2 cup light brown sugar
1/2 cup unsalted butter, soft-

ened
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ginger
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon cloves
1/4 teaspoon salt, or to taste
1 1/2 cups flour (don’t over-

measure)
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 cup medium/mild mo-

lasses (no blackstrap, too 

harsh)
1 cup powdered sugar
2 teaspoons water/cream/

milk
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Line 8-by-8-inch pan with 
foil and grease; set aside. 
In mixer bowl add brown 
sugar and butter; cream 

until smooth, scraping sides. 
Add spices; beat to combine. 

Add flour• and soda; beat 
to combine. Mixture will be 
dry. Add molasses; beat to 

combine. Put mixture in pan 
then hard pack with a spat-

ula. It will be dry and crum-
bly but it bakes together 

fine. Bake about 20 minutes 
until center is just set; edges 
will pull away slightly. Don’t 
overbake because they firm 

up as they cool. Cool on 
wire rack about 45 minutes 
before icing. You can driz-
zle or cover with icing that 
you prepare from powdered 

sugar and water (or cream or 
milk). Icing will set in about 

15 minutes.
•Don’t overmeasure or hard 

pack the flour or the bars 
will be dry and crumbly.

•••••
 Millie Conger, Tecumseh:

DATE NUT MERINGUES
3 egg whites
1 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
8-ounce package dates, 

chopped
1 1/2 cups chopped pecans

In a bowl beat egg whites 
until soft peaks form. Gradu-
ally add sugar, beat until stiff 
peaks form, about 6 minutes. 
Beat in vanilla. Fold in dates 
and pecans. Drop by rounded 
teaspoonfuls 2 inches apart 
onto lightly greased baking 
sheets. Bake at 325 degrees 
for 12-15 minutes or until 
firm to the touch. Remove to 
wire racks to cool. Store in 
air-tight container.

•••••
  Rose Edwards, Stillwater, 

Oklahoma:
CHRISTMAS PIE

(2) 8-ounce cans crushed 
pineapple

12-ounce package cranber-
ries, chopped

1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup sugar
3 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons butter
3/4 cup chopped walnuts or 

pecans
1/4 teaspoon salt
Pastry for double crust pie

Drain pineapple reserving 
1/4 cup juice. Set pineapple 
aside. In saucepan combine 
the cranberries, sugars and 
juice. Bring to a boil, cook 
and stir for 5 minutes. Com-
bine flour and pineapple; add 
to cranberry mixture. Cook 
and stir over medium heat 
until mixture comes to a boil, 
cook and stir for 2 minutes 
or until thickened. Remove 
from the heat, stir in the but-
ter, nuts and salt. Cool then 
pour into 9-inch pastry-lined 
pie plate. Place crust on top. 
Cut slits in top. Bake at 400 
degrees for 40-45 minutes or 
until golden brown.

•••••
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“Our Daily Bread”

Recipe Contest Prize

Prize for December 27
& January 2017

Send Your Recipes Today!

The die-cut design reveals a colorful background, and 
the envelopes have a coordinating interior design.

The Floral cards have thank 
you messages on the front 
of each card.
Cards are blank on the in-
side for your own message.

Includes 10 cards
and 10 envelopes

5” x 3 3/8”, each

Boxed Die-Cut Note Cards“Our Daily Bread”
Holiday Bonus Drawing Winners
 All G&G Area Cooks who sent recipes for the 
holiday contests were entered in a special drawing. 
The four cooks whose names were drawn will each 
receive $35. They are:

 Rita Dawson Lydia Miller

 Lebo, KS Westphalia, KS

 Mary Hedberg Maria Miller

 Clifton, KS McFarland, KS

A big THANK YOU to all who shared their favorite
recipes with G&G Cooks during this holiday season!
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The light from inside 
the warm church beckoned 
us in from the sharp Kan-
sas cold. The simple white 
interior was decorated in 
traditional Swedish colors 
and patterns. We huddled 
with friends and strangers, 
heard the Christmas story 
read from Luke from the 
lips of a pastor who moved 
from Africa and still has a 
thick accent. His voice was 
exotic and appropriate, a 
reminder that the the story 
we hold dear comes from far 
east of us. The carols, the 
voices, the candles – each 
was a part of the holy story 

and it was like sitting in the 
middle of a living Christmas 
card.

This little church lives 
on.

The church was origi-
nally built in the Swedish 
community of Stockholm, 
located south of Weskan in 
Wallace County. This little 
colony only existed until 
early in the 20th century. 
The church was moved to 
Weskan in 1954 and was an 
important part of commu-
nity life until the parish 
was closed by the Lutheran 
Synod in 2014. The historic 
church building was offered 

to the Fort Wallace Memo-
rial Association and moved 
in August of 2014. Contrac-
tor Von Sherer, assisted by 
his wife Jamie, spent four 
months restoring the church 
to a Victorian appearance 
with white walls, hardwood 
floors and antique-style fix-
tures.

So it is not lost to its con-
gregation, but open to a larg-
er one. Its presence on the 
museum grounds is a gath-
ering place and a reminder 
of the faith brought to the 
prairies and plains by those 
who came before.

And here at the holiday 
season there is yet anoth-
er reminder that we remain 
the Soldier State.

Wakeeney and the other 
three state veterans’ cem-
eteries at Fort Dodge, Fort 
Riley, and Winfield, and our 
national cemeteries, take 
part each year in the Wreaths 
Across America project. The 
effort began with Arlington 
National Cemetery and now 
serves hundreds of cemeter-
ies throughout the world.

The tradition began with 

a little boy’s visit to our first 
National Cemetery, Arling-
ton.

Morrill Worcester was 
only a 12-year-old paperboy 
when he won a trip to the 
nation’s capital. The imag-
es of Arlington stayed with 
him. Years later, he was 
the owner of a successful 
business, Worcester Wreath, 
when he saw an opportu-
nity in the surplus wreaths 
at the end of the holiday. 
He contacted Maine Sena-
tor Olympia Snowe and ar-
ranged to place wreaths in 
one of the older sections of 
Arlington, one not often vis-
ited. A number of other in-
dividuals and organizations 
stepped up to help and a tra-
dition was born, a tradition 
not widely noticed until 2005 
when a photograph of those 
snow-covered, wreath-laden 
graves was shared on the 
internet.

Others wanted to do the 
same. Worcester began send-
ing seven wreaths to every 
state, one for each branch 
of the military, and for POW/
MIAs. In 2006, with the help 

of the Civil Air Patrol and 
other civic organizations, 
simultaneous wreath-laying 
ceremonies were held at 
over 150 locations around 
the country.

In 2007, the Worcester 
family, along with veterans, 
and other groups and in-
dividuals who had helped 
with their annual veterans’ 
wreath ceremony in Arling-
ton, formed Wreaths Across 
America, to continue and 
expand this effort, and sup-
port other groups around 
the country who wanted to 
do the same. The mission of 
the group is simple:

Remember. Honor. 
Teach.

In 2014, Wreaths Across 
America and its nation-
al network of volunteers 
laid over 700,000 memorial 
wreaths at 1,000 locations 
in the United States and be-
yond, including ceremonies 
at the Pearl Harbor Memo-
rial, as well as Bunker Hill, 
Valley Forge and the sites 
of the September 11 trage-
dies. This was accomplished 
with help from more than 

2000 fundraising groups, 
corporate contributions, 
and donations of trucking, 
shipping, and thousands of 
helping hands. The orga-
nization’s goal of covering 
Arlington National Ceme-
tery was met in 2014 with 
the placement of 226,525 
wreaths.

The wreath-laying is held 
annually, on the second or 
third Saturday of December. 
WAA’s annual pilgrimage 
from Harrington, Maine to 
Arlington National Ceme-
tery has become known as 
the world’s largest veterans’ 
parade, stopping at schools, 
monuments, veterans’ 
homes and communities all 
along the way to remind peo-
ple how important it is to 
remember, honor and teach.

Deb Goodrich is the cohost 
of Around Kansas, the weekly 
feature of AGam in Kansas 
and can be reached at author.
debgoodrich@gmail.com. She 
is the author of The Civil War 
in Kansas, Kansas Forts and 
Bases, and Kansas Music, all 
of which would make excel-
lent Christmas gifts!

The State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) 66th annual meeting is to be held 
in the Topeka Capitol Plaza Hotel on January 17-18, 2017. Barb Oltjen, president of SAKW 
from Robinson, will preside over the meeting that will bring together representatives from 
the 76 watershed districts in Kansas, many state and federal agencies, organizations, and 
individuals.

By sticking with the theme of the meeting the attendees will hear from their many part-
ners presenting past accomplishments and future challenges to natural resource protection 
efforts. Conservation program managers, partners, and customers must do a better job of 
telling the stories of how each program benefits our community, our state, and our country.

The first day’s keynote speaker is John Floros, Dean, College of Agriculture, Kansas 
State University. Dean Floros will outline how Kansas State University strives through re-
search and education to present the best options all of production agriculture might need 

moving forward through difficult times ahead.
The second day keynote speaker, Rich Felts, president of Kansas Farm Bureau, will 

speak on how Kansas Farm Bureau offers partnerships with anyone interested in sustain-
ing production agriculture in Kansas today and into tomorrow.

Reports from several agencies, Kansas Water Office, Kansas Department of Agriculture’s 
Division of Water Resources and Conservation, and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, will be presented throughout the conference.

A report from Dan Sebert, executive director of the National Watershed Coalition, looks 
through the national perspective how we are advancing the cause of natural resource pro-
tection efforts.

The evening session of the first day’s activities will be the annual Legislative Banquet 
where watershed districts can dine and converse with legislators as they begin their chal-
lenging task of creating policy to guide Kansas through the next fiscal year.

Other presenters will speak on watershed district audits, budgets, emergency action 
planning, dam breach efforts, and other additional available federal programs.

Information on annual meeting registration, motel reservations, resolutions listings, and 
the complete meeting agenda can be found on the SAKW website at www.sakw.org. Addi-
tional questions about the annual meeting can be directed to Herbert R. Graves Jr., SAKW 
executive director, Phone: 785-922-6664, Fax: 785-922-6080 or by e-mail at sakwwatersheds@
sbcglobal.net. 

“SAKW, A Partner in Natural Resource Protection,” theme for 66th SAKW annual meeting 
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Bruna Implement
5 Kansas Locations

www.brunaimplementco.com

Rossville Truck & Tractor
Rossville, KS
785-584-6195

McConnell Machinery
Lawrence, KS
785-843-2676

Straub International
7 Kansas Locations
www.straubint.com

Mike Chartier - Hiawatha, KS 913-370-0999
Tony Elizondo - Wamego, KS 785-410-7563
Jennifer Forant - Nortonville, KS 785-217-3815

Mike Scherer - Atchison, KS 913-426-2640
Kurt Schwarz - LaCygne, KS 660-424-3422

www.ag-risk-solutions.com
913-367-4711

Ag Risk Solutions is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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In the fall of 1878 Ford 
County Sheriff Bat Master-
son was almost constantly 
on the trail of one outlaw or 
another. The county seat of 
Dodge City was a magnet for 
a wide variety of ne’er-do-
wells with only trouble on 
their minds. Masterson al-
ready had Tom O’Haran be-
hind bars for killing Deputy 
U. S. Marshal Harry McCarty 
in a Dodge City saloon back 
in in July. O’Haran was still 
there in September when 
Bat was busy breaking up 
confidence games, catching 
horse thieves, and chasing 
train robbers. At the same 
time a band of Cheyenne In-

dians escaped the reserva-
tion, passing west of Dodge 
City in an attempt to reach 
the Dakotas.

Meanwhile back in 
Dodge, Fanny Keenan’s 
death brought emotions to 
the boiling point in early Oc-
tober. Keenan, also known 
as Dora Hand, was a popular 
singer on the theater circuit. 
Jim Kenedy, the killer of 
“The Cowboy’s Sweetheart” 
was tracked down by Sheriff 
Masterson and his formida-
ble posse of Charley Bassett, 
Wyatt Earp, Bill Duffy, and 
Bill Tilghman.

Kenedy was placed be-
hind bars with Tom O’Ha-

ran (McCarty’s killer), Dan 
Woodward, (assault with at-
tempt to kill), James Shelly 
(robbery), Arthur Baldwin 
(default on a fine), and H. 
“Skunk Curley” Gould 
(assault with attempt to 
kill). Bat’s jailer, John W. 
Straughn, had a reputation 
for providing secure “ac-
commodations” in the Ford 
County Jail. The editor of the 
Ford County Globe referred 
to the lockup as the Hotel 
de Straughn and bestowed 
the distinction of Colonel 
upon Mr. Straughn. The 
Dodge City Times followed 
suit referring to the coun-
ty inmates as “Straughn’s 
Boarders”.

The last named ‘board-
er”, Skunk Curley Gould, 
was a bullwhacker on one of 
the many wagon trains that 
crossed the plains. During 
a stop at Dodge City Gould 
shot a man by the name of 
Fred Cogan. Cogan’s home-
town paper, the Great Bend 
Weekly Tribune reported that 
Cogan had been shot through 
the shoulders during the 
big Indian raid in western 
Kansas. They may not have 
wanted to tarnish his name 
concerning the possibility 

that his wound may have 
been result of an argument 
over a woman. A witness 
by the name of Josie (last 
name indistinguishable) 
was on the Sept 20th war-
rant issued to hold Gould 
on a two-thousand-dollar 
bond. In the meantime, Col-
onel Straughn was happy to 
lodge Skunk Curley in the 
county boarding house.

When W. H. Brown was 
found in possession of a 
horse that was not his, Sher-
iff Masterson added Brown’s 
name to the register at 
Hotel de Straughn. But Col. 
Straughn was not infallible. 
He was authorized by the 
Ford County Commissioners 
to alter the door to the hold-
ing cell in the jail. The in-
tention was to improve secu-
rity by making a small hole 
to pass food through to the 
“boarders” without unlock-
ing the door. Col. Straughn 
began the work on Friday, 
December 6, 1878. To aid in 
the work Straughn enlisted 
the aid of one of the prison-
ers to help saw a bar from 
the other side of the door. 
A missing bolt required a 
visit to the blacksmith shop. 
Retrieving the saw, the ven-

erable jailer inspected the 
partially sawn bar, struck it 
with a hammer, and to his 
satisfaction, found the bar 
sound.

“Confident that all was 
secure, the jailer went to 
the blacksmith shop, where 
he was detained for some 
time.” The prisoners must 
have held their breath 
when Straughn struck the 
bar with his hammer, for 
they had concealed the fact 
that the saw had also been 
drawn across the inside of 
the bar. While Straughn was 
away, the prisoners pried 
the bar with the help of a 
heavy board until the bar 
gave way. The Ford County 
Globe reported that the pris-
oners “immediately struck 
out for tall timber,” which 
must have been quite a feat 
considering the surround-
ing plains offered almost no 
trees to obstruct the horizon 
in any direction outside of 
Dodge.

Three of the seven pris-
oners were not inclined to 
make an effort to escape and 
sounded the alarm. With 
the sun sinking in the west 
Sheriff Masterson, prompt-
ly saddled up and charged 

out of town at the head of a 
large posse. Bat’s brother, 
Jim Masterson found Skunk 
Curley hiding in a buffalo 
wallow. The posse stayed 
out until Sunday, December 
8th without success.

	 December 10th 
brought the news that two 
of the fugitives had been 
captured at Kinsley. Sher-
iff Masterson brought them 
back to Straughn’s “hotel” 
the next day. Only W. H. 
Brown remained at large. 
He must have truly made 
it to tall timber for he was 
never heard from again. 	

	 The loss didn’t dis-
courage Sheriff Bat Master-
son. He had no time to be 
discouraged. There were 
lots more outlaws just itch-
ing to spend Christmas at 
the Hotel de Straughn on 
The Way West.	

“The Cowboy,” Jim Gray 
is author of the book Desper-
ate Seed: Ellsworth Kansas 
on the Violent Frontier, Exec-
utive Director of the National 
Drovers Hall of Fame. Contact 
Kansas Cowboy, P.O. Box 62, 
Ellsworth, KS 67439. Phone 
785-531-2058 or kansascow-
boy@kans.com 

The Hotel de Straughn

This marks the 11th year for the Kansas Livestock As-
sociation (KLA) Young Stockmen’s Academy (YSA). The 
class of 20 graduated December 2 at the close of the KLA 
Convention. Merck Animal Health is the exclusive sponsor 
of the program. This class brings the total number of YSA 
alumni to 220.

Attending the KLA Convention was the final session for 
this year’s class and provided these young producers the 
opportunity to interact with KLA members from across the 
state and gain more industry knowledge. YSA members got 
a firsthand look at the inner workings of the association by 
attending the KLA Chairmen’s Circle meeting. The group 
also took part in the policy-making process by attending 
committee and council meetings where members discussed 
issues affecting their business interests, including noxious 
weeds, livestock price reporting, water appropriation and 
motor vehicle regulations. Immediately prior to the conven-
tion, the YSA class received their Masters of Beef Advocacy 
degrees, following an in-depth spokesperson training ses-
sion with National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) 
Senior Executive Director of Communications Daren Wil-
liams.

During their first session in Topeka last February, at-
tendees were exposed to advocacy training, the legislative 
process and services provided by KLA and NCBA. The sec-
ond installment took the group to Kansas City in May, where 
they learned about the agribusiness and retail beef indus-
tries. YSA members visited central and western Kansas in 
September to tour beef and dairy operations representing 
various segments of each industry.

The 2016 class includes Dustin Aherin, Manhattan; Wyatt 

Bechtel, Eureka; Andy Bloom, Wetmore; Katelyn Brockus, 
Washington; Justin Clark, Toronto; Kassie Curran, Wichita; 
Sadie Derstein, Kismet; Shelby Hill, Prairie Village; Clare 
Horne, Lyons; Trey Lohman, Leavenworth; Colton Lynch, 
Garden City; Kenton Mangan, Tribune; Joe Meiwes, Moran; 
Macey Mueller, Halstead; Jed Ricke, Pratt; Barrett Smith, 
Macksville; Chance Steele, Sabetha; Erik Steffens, Dighton; 
Nolan Wasson, Selden; and Jared Whitcomb, Cottonwood 
Falls.

KLA is a trade organization representing the business 
interests of members at both the state and federal levels. 
Voluntary dues dollars paid by producers are used for pro-
grams that benefit KLA members in the areas of legislative 
representation, regulatory assistance, legal troubleshoot-
ing, communications and the advancement of youth.

Eleventh class Of Young Stockmen 
graduates at KLA Convention

Kuhn is proud to intro-
duce new additions to the 
proven GMD lineup of disc 
mowers. The GMD 10030 
(rear mount) and GMD 3525 
F (front mount) can combine 
to create a triple-mount ma-
chine that takes productiv-
ity to a whole new level. 
The total combined working 
width of up to 32’6” knocks 
down large fields in no 
time, while exclusive fea-
tures provide strong returns 
on investment by reducing 
maintenance and downtime.

The rear-mounted GMD 
10030 is compatible with 
Cat. 3 and 4N hitches and 
features independent hy-
draulic lift of the mowing 
units as standard, making 
point rows and oddly shaped 
fields no problem. The high-
lift discs and Lift-Control® 
hydro-pneumatic suspen-
sion ensure excellent cut 
quality and crop through-
put, even in the toughest 
conditions. Fast-Fit® knives 
and the Optidisc® lubed-for-
life cutterbar take the time 
and headache out of regu-
lar maintenance. Should the 
mower strike an obstacle 
while working, the contin-
uous hydraulic safety auto-
matically pivots up and back 
minimizing the risk of dam-

age. Overlap control com-
bines with the front-mount 
mower to give up to 18” of 
overlap for hilly conditions 
or when mowing in pivots.

Teaming up with Kuhn’s 
rear-mount mowers is the 
GMD 3525 F (11’6”) front-
mount mower. This unit con-
tains all of the same great 
features as the rear-mount 
machines while using a 
modern “hammerhead” 
design that offers excel-
lent visibility from the cab. 
Converging drums on the 
Optidisc cutterbar create 
a windrow narrow enough 
to fit between the tractor 
tires to avoid value-robbing 
runover of the cut crop. Ad-
ditionally, the smaller GMD 
3125 F (10’2”) is compati-
ble with the proven GMD 
8730 for a combined working 
width of up to 28’7” while 
the GMD 3525 F matches 
with the new GMD 10030 
for up to a 32’6” combined 
working width.

The new GMD triple 
mowers from Kuhn will pro-
vide years of reliable ser-
vice and profitable returns 
for any large hay or forage 
operation looking for maxi-
mum productivity and flexi-
bility while keeping mainte-
nance costs low.

Kuhn introduces triple 
mower combinations for 
maximizing output
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GEARY GRAIN, INC.
Junction City, Kansas

785-238-4177
gearygrain.com

AG LIME
GYPSUM

Standard or Variable Rate Application

Wishing You & Your Family  A  Joyous Christmas!

Thank you for your continued business!

From all of us at Hold’Em Fence Co. LLC
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Two meetings will be 
held in January on grain 
marketing strategies for 
2017 organized by K-State 
Extension. The first will 
be at the Jewell Communi-
ty Center on January 10th 
and the second will be at 
the High School gym in Nor-
way on January 19th. These 
workshops are designed to 
help Kansas crop producers 
make profitable marketing 
decisions for their crops in 
2017 – a period forecast to 
be one of continued large 

supplies, low selling prices, 
and limited profitability. 

This workshop is devel-
oped to provide three things 
to participants:

First, Grain Market Sit-
uation and Outlook for the 
remainder of the 2016/17 
marketing years for corn, 
grain sorghum, wheat and 
soybeans. The particular 
focus will be on available 
cash and forward contract 
grain prices, basis trends, 
and futures & options pric-
ing opportunities for the 

December 2016-September 
2017 period.

Second, the Top Per-
forming Grain Marketing 
Strategies for Kansas corn, 
grain sorghum, wheat and 
soybeans for the 1990/91 
through 2015/16 market-
ing years will be reviewed. 
The focus will be on how 
well pre-harvest forward 
contracts, hedges and put 
options, harvest cash sales, 
and post-harvest on-farm 
and commercial storage, 
storage hedges, and call op-

tions performed over time 
for Kansas crop producers.

Third, as a group, work-
shop participants will “test 
drive” 2017 Grain Marketing 
Strategies, working through 
probable 2017 Kansas grain 
price outcomes and trends 
as well as the marketing 
choices that are likely to be 
available for major grains 
during the December 2016 
through September 2017 
period. Both a post-harvest 
corn storage scenario, and a 
pre-harvest to harvest wheat 

sales scenario will be exam-
ined.

Speakers for this event 
are Dr. Dan O’Brien, K-State 
University Extension ag 
economist, and Carrie Wil-
liams, AgMark grain mer-
chandiser. The meetings 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. and 
end around 2:00 p.m. with 
lunch provided. This is a 
free event and open to all 
interested farmers and ag 
business professionals. For 
registration to the Jewell 
meeting, contact the Post 

Rock Extension District at 
785-282-6823 by January 6th. 
This meeting is sponsored 
by AgMark, Central National 
Bank, and Randall Farmers 
Co-op Union. To register for 
the Norway meeting, contact 
the River Valley Extension 
District at 785-243-8185 by 
January 16th. This meeting 
is sponsored by AgMark, Elk 
State Bank, American State 
Bank & Trust Company, 
United Bank & Trust, and 
Central National Bank.

Meetings on grain marketing strategies for 2017 to be held in north central Kansas

Jeri Geren, Diversified 
Ag and Natural Resources 

Agent, Wildcat 
Extension District  

With harvest over, and 
cold temperatures sneaking 
in, now is the time to start 
preparing your equipment 
to withstand the upcoming 
winter weather. Just like 
cattle growing their winter 
coats, or lining the north 
side of an old barn with 

square bales, farm equip-
ment should also be pre-
pared to survive the freez-
ing temperatures.

Start your winteriza-
tion process by properly 
cleaning and servicing the 
equipment that is going to 
be stored. Remove dirt and 
debris from the outside and 
inside of the machine. A 
power washer can be used 
to clean the exterior, but 

be careful to avoid spray-
ing the high intensity water 
around seals. Do a regular 
service of the equipment by 
changing the oil, cleaning 
or replacing air filters and 
checking the tire pressures. 
It is also critical to check 
the antifreeze, lubricate 
bearings and joints and re-
move the battery, if possi-
ble, and store in a dry place.

	 The next step, but 
often the most procrastinat-
ed on, is to repair any dam-
age done to the machines 
during the previous growing 

season. Properly repairing 
machinery cuts back on rust 
and deterioration as well as 
lets you get started promptly 
in the spring. Putting a fresh 
coat of paint on repaired 
areas will also help to cut 
down on corrosion.

	 One step that 
should never be forgotten 
is to clean out the equip-
ment. For planters, drills, 
seeders and combines, that 
means removing any excess 
seeds and plant materials 
left in the bins or augers. 
For balers, any partial bales 

or remaining hay should be 
cleaned out to prevent rust 
and decrease tension on the 
belts.

	 The final step, if it 
is an option for your oper-
ation, is to store the equip-
ment in a shed. This is the 
most effective way to protect 
machinery from weathering. 
If building space is limited, 
the next best option is to se-
curely cover the equipment 
with a water-resistant tarp.

	 Properly winteriz-
ing equipment will not only 
cut down on the headaches 

next spring, but it will also 
increase the life and resale 
value of the equipment in 
the future.

If you have questions or 
would like more informa-
tion, please call me at the 
office (620) 331-2690 or email 
me at jlsigle@ksu.edu. To 
view this or any past ar-
ticles or radio recordings 
from the Wildcat District 
Ag Agents, please visit the 
Wildcat Extension District 
website at www.wildcatdis-
trict.ksu.edu.

 

Winterize equipment to withstand severe weather

8                 PROCESS

BARN BUILDERS
DT CONSTRUCTION

918-527-0117
Free Estimates!      All Workers Insured Est. 1977

30x50x10 enclosed................Galvalume $8,000
12’ slider, 1 walk door .....Colored metal $9,000
40x60x14 enclosed
2 12’ sliding doors...............Galvalume $14,600
1 walk door ....................Colored metal $16,000

40x100x16 enclosed
20’ split sliding door ...........Galvalume $22,800
1 walk door ....................Colored metal $24,800 www.DTCBarns.com

One Year Warranty

Price includes 
labor and material.

• Scott, Obeco,
Knapheide and Reiten
Grain Bodies

• Shur-Lok Roll Tarps
• SRT 2 Roll Tarps
• Pickup Roll Tarps
• Aulick and Scott
Tapered Silage Bodies

• Aluminum Pickup Beds
• Tool Boxes
• Frame and Driveshaft

Lengthening, 
Shortening and Repair.

JOHNNY’S WELDING
1901 S. 6th (South U.S. 77 Highway)

402-223-2384 Beatrice, Neb.

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:
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2016 Year End Sale
PRICES GOOD December 26 THRU December 31, 2016 “ONLY”

DEPT. 1: PAINT & HARDWARE
SKU  REG. NOW
 ASSORTED COTTER PINS 5 LB. BAGS   $5.00
81259 3/8” X 50’ AIR HOSE  $15.99  $10.99
24513 EXTERIOR OIL BASE PRIMER GAL.  $27.89  $21.99
24514 EXTERIOR OIL BASE PRIMER QT.  $10.59  $7.99
24509 EXTERIOR OIL BASE WHITE GAL.  $29.49  $22.99
24528 EXTERIOR OIL LOW LUSTER GAL.  $32.79  $26.99
24529 EXTERIOR OIL LOW LUSTER QT.  $12.19  $9.99
5268503 SMOKE / CO ALARM  $49.99  $39.99
5194782 SMOKE ALARM 120V & BATTERIES  $15.99 $9.99
5164595 SMOKE ALARM & LITE 120V  $26.99  $20.99
9300591 FIRE SAFE .17 CU FT  $19.99  $17.99
5119169 14 FT. FIRE ESCAPE LADDER  $34.99  $29.99
1096262 12’ FIBERGLASS LADDER 1A  $259.99  $239.99
12020 20’ FIBERGLASS EXTENSION LADDER  $219.99  $199.99 

DEPT. 3: FARM

SKU  REG. NOW
125242 VALLEY 7 HP PRESSURE WASHER  $449.99  $399.99
125608 15 GAL. SPOT SPRAYER 1 GPM  $79.99  $59.99
PA-WP30-3001 KOHLER 3” TRANSFER PUMP  $549.99  $499.99
PTOC 150600SP ACE PTO CENTRIFUGAL PUMP  $739.99  $689.99
7439573 30 GAL. TRAILER SPRAYER FIMCO  $299.99  $229.99
SNO-11-015A-MM 15 GAL. TRAILER SPRAYER MASTER  $249.99  $199.99

ALL WATER HAULING TANKS ACE ROTOMOLD    15% OFF
ALL SICKLES IN STOCK    50% OFF

DEPT. 4: WELDERS, CHAINSAWS & HEATING
SKU  REG. NOW
DXH45LP DEWALT 45K PROPANE HEATER  $179.99  $149.99
OO317 FORNEY PLASMA CUTTER  $799.99  $699.99
KH961 LINCOLN AUTO DARK WELDING KIT  $149.99  $99.99
1444-0870 FIREPOWER WELDING SYSTEM MIG, TIG, STICK  $649.99  $599.99
1444-0900 FIREPOWER WELDING CART  $99.99  $89.99
381552 OREGON 511AX BENCH CHAIN SHARPENER  $369.99  $349.99
387125 OREGON 510 BENCH CHAIN SHARPENER  $299.99  $269.99
390856 PENNINGTON WOOD PELLETS  $4.99  $4.49

DEPT. 7: AUTOMOTIVE
SKU  REG. NOW
637990 JOBSITE 48” TOOL CHEST  $299.99  $249.99
LB22120 LED LIGHT BARS 22”  $99.99 $89.99
UL520300 LED SPOT LIGHT URIAH  $24.99  $17.99
 DEE ZEE TOOL BOX
PV170D FULL SIZE SINGLE LID DEEP  $269.99  $199.99
PV170D FULL SIZE SIGLE LID  $219.99  $179.99
DZ91747S L SHAPE 84 GAL. FUEL TANK  $369.99  $269.99
UT623510 5” DROP BALL MOUNT DUAL ADJ.  $69.99  $59.99
SE3612 BATTERY CHARGER  $169.99  $139.99
SE3010 BATTERY CHARGER  $139.99  $109.99

ALL TRUCK WINDOW VENTVISORS   40% OFF
ALL LUND CENESIS ROLL-UP TRUCK BED COVERS   25% OFF

DEPT. 9: ANIMAL HEALTH
SKU  REG. NOW
163620M CHICKEN NESTING BOX  $16.99  $12.99
457611 RUBBERMAID FOAM TACK BOX  $139.99  $109.99
291475 DEE ZEE DOG BOX  $89.99  $79.99
70120048 DOUBLE HOG FEEDER  $189.99  $159.99
70120058 SINGLE HOG FEEDER  $139.99  $119.99
435553 DOGGIE FOUNTAIN  $16.99  $9.99
204088 PET FOUNTAIN  $9.99  $6.99
PWWOO-14402 DRINKWELL MINI FOUNTAIN  $29.99  $19.99
PWW00-14074 PLUMBED OUTDOOR PET FOUNTAIN  $79.99  $59.99
560010 6’X4’X4’ WELDED MESH KENNEL  $99.99  $79.99
PAL00-14243 ULTRA LITTER BOX  $149.99 $100.00
447585 BEHLEN HORSE CORNER FEEDER  $29.99  $17.99

ALL SADDLE PADS & BLANKETS    25% OFF

DEPT. 10: LAWN & GARDEN
SKU  REG. NOW
FSA85 STIHL LITHIUM-ION BATTERY TRIMMER  $229.99  $199.99
MSA200C-BQ14 STIHL LITHIUM-ION BATTERY 14” CHAIN SAW  $309.99  $289.99
7305261 48” TOW PLUG AERATOR  $259.99  $199.99
7004245 40” DETHATCHER  $99.99  $79.99
7205776 100’ HOSE REEL  $104.99  $94.99
7205255 225’ HIDEAWAY HOSE REEL  $69.99  $54.99

BRIGGS SMALL GAS ENGINES
13L332 6.5 HP HORIZONTAL  $325.00  $289.99
083132-1035-F1 3/4 HP HORIZONTAL  $209.00  $189.99
33R877-0003-G1 19 HP 1” VERTICAL  $585.00  $559.99
13R232-0001-F1 BRIGGS CR950  $185.00  $169.99

KOHLER SMALL GAS ENGINES
387027 9.5 HP KOHLER PRO  $519.99  $429.99
387026 KOHLER COMMAND PRO 7  $299.99  $259.99
387000 KOHLER CH270 BASIC  $479.99  $399.99
PA-CH4403011 14HP KOHLER COMMAND PRO  $629.99  $549.99
387111 SH265 BASIC  $259.99  $199.99

MOWERS
74862T TORO TITAN 23 HP 54”  $5,399.99  $4,599.99
74765T TORO TIME CUTTER MX4200 42”  $2,799.00  $2,499.99
960430182 HUSQVARNA YTH24V48  $1,999.95  $1,799.95

DEPT. 11: HOUSEWARE & TOYS
SKU  REG. NOW
6137970 COOKER/CANNER 16 QT.  $89.99  $79.99
83549 16 QT PLAYMATE COOLER  $24.99  $19.99
81427 5 GAL. WATER COOLER  $37.99  $28.99

ALL CANNING SUPPLIES   20% OFF
EP2015 PUZZLES  $11.99  $7.99

BANDIT RUBBERBAND GUNS & AMMO   50% OFF
ALL ERTL TOYS     25% OFF
ALL CAT TOYS     25% OFF

ALL BRUDER TOYS     25% OFF
ALL BIG COUNTRY & LITTLE BUSTER TOYS    25% OFF

ALL TOYS NOT LISTED    25% OFF

DEPT. 12: OUTSIDE EQUIPMENT
SKU  REG. NOW
458712 POWDER RIVER CALF TABLE  $1,599.99  $1,255.00
457280 SO191 PRIEFERT ECONO CHUTE  $2,399.99  $2,199.99
457291 SO4 PRIEFERT SQUEESE CHUTE  $3,549.99  $3,100.00
439224 6’ 1.33 T POST  $4.19  $4.09
451750 2 PT. 12 1/2 GA RED BRAND BARB WIRE  $59.99  $58.99
80112670YEL FRONT LOADER BALE SPEAR  $549.99  $449.99
447546 6’ DRAG HARROW  $350.00  $290.00
457295 PRIEFERT 4’ V TROUGH FEEDER  $89.99  $79.99
PT17020 3 PC. BALE FEEDER W/OUT SKIRT GREEN  $149.99  $129.99
457235 PRIEFERT 5’ REAR BLADE 40 HP  $439.99  $399.99
457232 PRIEFERT 6’ REAR BLADE  $459.99  $419.99

DEPT. 2: CLOTHING
SKU  REG. NOW
10005888  ARIAT BOOT SQ. TOE WORKHOG  $131.99  $89.00
85593 TIMBERLAND PRO 6” HELIX SOFT TOE  $109.99  $69.99
63100 CHILDREN’S NORTHERN 3 EYELET INSULATED BOOT $39.99  $24.99
63110 CHILDREN’S MOSSEY OAK 3 EYELET INS. BOOT $49.99  $34.99
53000 JOHN DEERE SWEATSHIRT & TEE SHIRT PK. $29.99  $19.99
 ALL JOHN DEERE CAPS $9.99  $4.99
A750 SERVUS FRONT ZIP INSULATED BOOT $62.99  $39.99
A590 5 EYELET SERVUS BLACK INSULATED BOOT $62.99  $39.99
54096 JB MUD AWAY BOOT BATH  $12.99  $8.99
420751 SCRUSHER  $27.99  $19.99
8922323109 CARHARTT DUFFEL BAGS   $5.00
 ALL STIHL TEE SHIRTS  $15.99  $8.00
 ALL STIHL CAPS  $10.99  $5.00

ALL INSULATED BOOTS & OVERSHOES NOT LISTED      25% OFF
ALL INSULATED KEY OUTERWARE      25% OFF

ALL INSULATED CARHARTT OUTERWARE     25% OFF
ALL SHOES & BOOTS NOT LISTED    15% OFF

DEPT. 8: OIL
SKU  REG. NOW
1442 14.4V POWER LUBER KIT LINCOLN  $239.99  $199.99
1864 18V LITHIUM POWER LUBER LINCOLN  $359.99  $299.99
LX1100 UTILITY GREASE GUN  $11.29  $7.99
LX1123 GREASE GUN Heavy Duty w/18” flexhose $21.99  $17.99
LX1152 GREASE GUN Pistol Grip $20.99  $16.99

DEPT. 6: PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
SKU  REG. NOW
6391 NEBO TWIN PUCK LIGHTS  $19.99  $14.99
SLST45 LED SHOP LIGHT  $29.99  $25.99

ALL DECORATIVE MOTION ACTIVATED LIGHTS
3209590  $54.99  $49.99
3209582  $54.99  $49.99
3196474  $49.99  $37.99
3196540  $49.99  $37.99
3037017  $44.99  $32.99

LED LIGHT BULBS
FAUCETS

Pioneer Farm and Ranch, Inc.
427 NE 14th Abilene, Kansas 888-263-7163

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:00 am - 6:00 pm • Sat. 7:00 am - 5:00 pm • Sun. 12 pm - 5 pm

DEPT. 5: TOOLS
SKU  REG. NOW
2360972 14” MILWAWKEE CHOP SAW  $159.99  $142.99
2302636 CRAFTSMAN MULTI TOOL  $79.99  $61.99
CTK 148MP 148 PC. MECHANICS TOOL SET  $109.99  $79.00
9557PBX1 MAKITA ANGLE GRINDER  $77.99  $65.99
2161974 DEWALT COMPOUND MITER SAW 12”  $309.99  $279.99
2396687 MILWAUKEE M18 1/2” DRILL KIT  $189.99  $174.99
2423077 MILWAUKEE M18 2 TOOL COMBO KIT  $269.99  $229.99
2298305 CRAFTSMAN 4 DRAWER TOOL BOX  $199.99  $179.99

CONDUCT OF SALE: *We reserve the right to correct printing errors. *All items listed are subject to prior 
sale. *No hold items or reserves. *No further discounts on close out or sale items. *No pre sales on list-

ed items at sale price. *Sale subject to stock on hand - no special orders or rain checks at sale price

CHECK FOR IN STORE SPECIALS NOT LISTED
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A diet intervention study 
conducted by researchers 
at the University of Bergen 

in Norway analyzed the ef-
fects of a diet high in sat-
urated fats on the health 

of men with abdominal 
obesity as compared to a 
diet high in minimally pro-
cessed carbohydrates. The 
study found that the high 
intake of total and saturat-
ed fat did not increase the 
risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease, and participants ac-
tually showed improvement 
in several cardiometabolic 
areas such as blood pres-
sure and blood sugar.

“The alleged health 
risks of eating good-quality 
fats have been greatly exag-
gerated,” said assistant pro-
fessor Simon Nitter Dankel, 
co-leader of the study. “It 
may be more important for 
public health to encourage 
reductions in highly pro-
cessed fats and foods with 
added sugar.”

To learn more, visit www.
uib.no/en/node/103172.

Study recognizes health benefits of saturated fat
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy
New Year!

Beattie, Blue Rapids, Frankfort, Marietta, Summerfield, 
Waterville, Frankfort Grain Shuttle, Hanover, Herkimer & 

Pony Express Service Center

800-642-6439
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WE BELIEVE
      The dignity of man is best served when people work 

together to help each other . . . this is as true econom-
ically as it is politically or socially.

               Economic tools should be used to solve economic problems.
                    Cooperatives . . .owned, controlled and used by farmers . . . 

are an economic tool.
 The farmer cooperative is an integral part — an extension — of each 
member’s farm business.
Cooperatives are good for the community . . . these savings remain and are 
generally spent in the community.
As cooperatives are better understood, they will play a greater role in:

	 	•	Stabilizing	and	improving	the	rural	community.
	 •	Keeping	farmers	in	control	of	the	farm	business.
	 •	Benefiting	both	producer	and	consumer
	 •		Demonstrating	 how	 cooperative	 international	 trade	 will	 benefit	 the	

many	rather	than	the	few.

 “We believe” is reprinted from the plaque
 hanging in the directors’ room of every co-op.”

And A Happy New Year

These Grass & Grain area Co-ops wish to express
Holiday Greetings to their patrons:

AGRI TRAILS
Hope, Dillon, Navarre, Woodbine, White City, 
Chapman, Pearl, Carlton, Durham, Gypsum,
Herington, Lincolnville, Tampa

ALMA CO-OP ASSOCIATION
Ken Smith, General Manager
Alma, Kansas
Headquarters phone 785-765-3911

CENTRAL VALLEY AG
Kim Beam, Regional Manager, 785-455-3315
Branches at Barnes, Clifton, Clyde, Greenleaf,
Haddam, Linn, Narka, Norway & Washington
www.cvacoop.com

CLOUD COUNTY CO-OP ELEVATOR
   ASSOCIATION
Mark Paul, General Manager
Concordia, Kansas
Headquarters phone 785-243-2080

DELPHOS CO-OP ASSOCIATION
Serving You Since 1901
Steve Hoesli, General Manager
Delphos, Kansas
Headquarters phone 785-523-4213
www.delphoscoop.com

FARMER’S COOPERATIVE
Branches at Beattie, Blue Rapids, Frankfort, Marietta, 
Summerfield, Waterville, Frankfort Grain Shuttle,
Hanover, Herkimer & Pony Express Service Center
Headquarters  phone 800-642-6439

FARMERS CO-OP ELEVATOR
   ASSOCIATION
Bob Clark, General Manager
Morganville, Kansas
Headquarters phone 785-926-3264

MIDWAY CO-OP ASSOCIATION
Dell Princ, General Manager
Branches at Alton, Bellaire, Bloomington, Burr Oak, 
Corinth, Downs, Lebanon, Luray, Mankato, Osborne, 
Portis & Waldo
Headquarters phone 785-346-5451

MKC
Administrative Offices – Moundridge – 800-864-4428
Locations:
Abilene, Alta Vista, Bennington, Benton, Buhler, Burns,
Canton Terminal, Castleton, Galva, Groveland,
Haven, Lindsborg, Longford, Manhattan, Marquette,
McPherson Energy, Moundridge, Onaga, Peabody,
Rice County Aerial, Rice County,
Sumner County Terminal, Talmage, Walton,
Westmoreland, Whitewhiter

NEMAHA COUNTY CO-OP
    ASSOCIATION
Bobby Martin, General Manager
Baileyville, Centralia, Corning, Seneca, Vliets,
Belvue, St. Marys, Wamego & Axtell
Headquarters phone 785-336-6153
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Appreciating nature is 
more than idle buzz at Gre-
teman Group. The Wichi-
ta-based marketing agency 
recently launched Free to 
Bee, an interactive micro-
site designed to both enter-
tain and educate visitors. 
Visitors plant virtual gar-
dens to help bees thrive. 
They scroll over objects and 
fun facts pop up (I mean, did 
you know that honey bees 
never sleep and their wings 
stroke 11,400 times a min-
ute?).

“We think visitors will 
be charmed by the site and 
have lots of fun with it,” 
says Sonia Greteman, agen-
cy president and creative 
director. “We also hope they 
leave encouraged to do their 
part by creating bee-friend-
ly habitats in their yards 
and communities. The ac-
tions are simple, but the ef-
fects profound.”

The site communicates 
bees’ vital role in pollinat-
ing flowers, fruit trees and 
crops (Bees play a part in 
almost every bite of food 
we eat). Whimsical graphics 
and playful animation serve 
to make the time onsite fly 
and learning fun.

Getting up close and per-
sonal with bees does more 
than encourage a deeper un-
derstanding of their place 
in nature. A flight with the 
winged wonders also rein-
forces Greteman Group’s 
market niche – aviation mar-
keting. The agency sent a 
Free to Bee branded email 
to clients as part of its annu-
al holiday tradition.

“We abandoned tradi-
tional gift giving more than 
20 years ago,” says Gre-
teman. “Clients watch their 
mailboxes and inboxes each 
year, never knowing what 
we’ll develop. We mix it up, 
cycling between digital and 
3-D print. Whatever comes, 

they know it symbolizes a 
gift on their behalf to a wor-
thy nonprofit.”

This year’s charitable 
donation goes to Botanica, 
the Wichita Gardens. Its 18 
acres of wildflower mead-
ows, canopied woodlands, 
formal gardens and water 
features offer sanctuary 
for pollinators and humans 
alike.

“We appreciate the inno-
vative way to get the word 
out about Botanica and 
spread to new audiences,” 
says Marty Miller, Botani-
ca executive director. “The 
Free To Bee campaign high-
lights a benefit of the gar-
dens that isn’t always com-
municated. We also appreci-
ate people keeping Botanica 
in mind for their charitable 
giving during the holiday 
season.”

Kate Sheppard, Botanica 
education program manag-
er/Downing Children’s Gar-
den, notes additional habi-
tat has been added.

“Botanica has deepened 
its commitment to pollina-
tors this past year by install-
ing hives, which produce 
raw honey from all the flow-
ers our guests enjoy,” says 
Sheppard.

Just another reason to 
appreciate the winged won-
ders.

“Nature’s beauty 
wouldn’t be possible with-
out bees,” says Greteman. 
“A lot rides on those tiny 
wings.”

Free to Bee 
campaign launches 
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KROGMANN MFG. INC.
A Family-Owned & Operated Business!

877-745-3783 toll-free
1983 X Road, Sabetha, KS (call for a dealer near you)
www.krogmannmfg.com or like us on Facebook

* User friendly controls & features.
* No high-pressure sales - we let our satisfied

customers do the talking.
* With our low overhead costs - less advertising,

no farm shows & less office personnel
- we pass the savings on to you.

Standard equipment: Extendable spinners GN and
receiver hitches, LED taillights, sides, mudflaps, trailer
plug, pioneer quick connects.

Options available: Across the bed toolboxes, side
underbody boxes 3 spool valves, headache rack lights
and carry-alls.

KROGMANN BALEHANDLER
Built to use ... Built to last

The leader in balebed engineering with
patented arm & spinner design.

 

2007 NH-TC-30, MFD, 3 pt., pto, 
1,180 hrs.

1998 NH 6640, CA, 3 pt., pto, 
6,579 hrs.

1997 NH 6640, SLE, CA, MFD, 
3 pt., pto, w/ldr., 2,836 one 
owner hrs.

2002 JD 6320, CA, power quad, 
3 pt., pto, 9,528 hrs., w/Alamo 
side mower

1992 JD 5400, 3 pt., pto, ROPS, 
3,704 hrs.

1990 JD 2755, CA, 3 pt., pto, 
1,905 hrs.

1983 JD 4250, CA, quad, 3 pt., 
pto, 6,854 One Owner Hrs., 
Super Nice

1982 JD 4040, CA, quad, 3 pt., 
pto, 3,080 hrs. on overhaul

1980 JD 4440, CA, quad, 3 pt., 
pto,w/Koyker 565 ldr., 9,128 
hrs.

1978 JD 4640, CA, p.s., 3 pt., 
pto,18.4x42, 6,614 2 owner 
hrs.

1975 JD 4430, CA, p.s., 3 pt., 
pto

1971 JD 2520, gas, 3 pt., pto, w/
JD 148 ldr., Good

1969 JD 4020, 3 pt., pto, w/JD 
148 ldr., Clean

1968 JD 4020, 3 pt., pto
JD 7800, CA, MFD, 3 pt., pto, 

w/18.4x42 duals
JD 2510, gas, cab, 3 pt., pto
JD 401-B, gas, 3 pt., pto, Needs 

work
JD 401-B, gas, 3 pt., pto, Needs 

Tune Up
1999 CIH MX-120, CA, MFD, 
3 pt., pto, w/L-300 ldr.
1992 CIH 5250, CA, MFD, 3 pt., 

pto, w/ldr., 3,285 hrs.
1991 CIH 5130, CA, syncro, 
3 pt., pto, 6,931 2 owner hrs.
CIH 885, 3 pt., pto, 4,611 hrs., 

ROPS, Nice
1982 IH 5088, CA, 3 pt., pto, 

5,623 One Owner Hrs.
1981 IH 5288, CA, 3 pt., pto, 

8,330 hrs., 20.8x38
1980 IH 1086, CA, 3 pt., dual 

pto, 6,439 hrs.
1980 IH 1086, CA, 3 pt., dual 

pto, 6,062 hrs.
1980 IH 1086, CA, 3 pt., dual 

pto, 5,232 hrs., reverse out.
1978 IH 1586, CA, 3 pt., pto, 

20.8x38, 4,391 hrs.
1977 IH 1586, CA, 3 pt., pto, 

18.4x42, 7,087 hrs.
IH 1486, CA, 3 pt., dual pto, 

Needs rear end work
IH 966, 3 pt., dual pto
IH 856, 3 pt. pto, 5,608 two 

owner hrs.
IH 706, gas, f.h., pto
IH 504, n.f., gas, f.h., pto
IH 250-A, 3 pt., pto, shuttle, w/

ldr., 1,786 hrs.
1979 CASE 2090, CA, p.s., 3 pt., 

pto, 3,739 hrs.
KUBOTA L-2850, MFD, 3 pt., 

pto
MF 2350, 3 pt., pto
MF 1030, MFD, 3 pt., pto, 
4,335 hrs.
MF 1100, 3 pt., pto
BELARUS 420-A, MFD, 3 pt., 

pto, w/ldr.
1972 AC 200, cab, 3 pt., pto, 

4,291 hrs.
AC 6080, 3 pt., pto w/ldr.
1994 WHITE 6124, CA, 3 pt., 

pto, 14.9x46 duals, 5,407 One 
Owner Hrs., Super Nice

WHITE 2-70, 3 pt., pto
1975 FORD 5000, 3 pt., pto
FORD 7635, CA, MFD, 3 pt., 

pto, w/ldr.

1987 JD 6620, Titan II, CA, 
hydro, 4x4, chopper, 3,309 
hrs., Good

1984 JD 6620, Sidehill, CA, 
hydro, chopper, Clean

2009 JD 630, flex, Nice
2006 CIH 2020, 20’,  w/air reel
CIH 1020, 20’, flex
1991 JD 915, flex
1990 JD 915, flex
2) 1988 JD 920, flex
1981 JD 213, flex
JD 454, row head
JD 643, Low tin, corn head
JD 643, High tin, corn head
IH 863, corn head
MF 1163, corn head

WOODS, 1 row, pto, corn picker, 
Good

J&M, 25’, head trlr.

JD 8300, 23x7, SD
JD 8300, 21x7
JD 7000, 6x30, no till, plateless
JD FB, 17x7, SD, Nice
JD FB, 17x7, SD, w/seeder
GP, 21x7, DD, 1,635 acres
GP, 21x7, DD
GP 1500, 15’x7 ½”, no till, cart, 

Clean
GP 13’x7 ½”. DD, drill
GP 1205, no till, Low Acres
CIH 5400, 20’x15”, Good
CIH 900, 12x30, horizontal fold
WHITE 5100, 4 row, 3 pt.
CRUSTBUSTER 3400, 20x8, 

DD
TYE, 15’, 8”, 3 pt.
FERGUSON, 2 row, lister
JD 7200, 6x30, vac, dry fert., 

Yetter no till coulters, Clean
JD 7200, 6x30, finger, Good
JD, 2 row, 3 pt.
JD, DD openers

NH 688, rd. baler
VERMEER 605-H, rd. baler
JD 336, wire, sq. baler, Nice
NH 269-w, sq. baler
AC, Roto baler, white top
NH BR-740, crop cutter, Xtra 

Sweep, net wrap, Nice low 
bale

NH 492, 9’,  swather
NH 488, 9’, swather
IH 8330, 9’, swather
JD 1209, 9’, swather, Good
NH 1010, bale wagon
NH 1012, bale wagon
NH 1034, bale wagon
GEHL 415, right hand, rake, w/

dolly wheel
JD 640 rake
JD 670 rake, w/dolly wheel
RHINO RC-456, 10 wheel rake, 

Like New
MH rake
JD 200 Stack Mover
WORKSAVER bale spear
Bale fork
JD chopper hay head
JD 33, 24’, hay elevator

JD CX-20, bat wing, Clean
JD CX-20, bat wing, Good
SCHUTTE, 15’, bat wing
WOODS, HD 315, 15’, bat wing
ALAMO,15’, bat wing, for parts
FMC, 14’, pull type
BUSHHOG, SQ720, 7’, 3 pt.
BUSHHOG, 7’, 3 pt.
IH, 6’, pull type
FORD 951, 5’, 3 pt.
JD, 5’, 3 pt.
5’, 3 pt.

NH 213, manure spreader
JD L, manure spreader
2) JD, ground drive, manure 

spreader
JD 54, manure spreader
JD 40, manure spreader
KELLY RYAN, 4x10, manure 

spreader
GEHL 250, manure spreader
IH 540, manure spreader
IH 100, manure spreader
JD 38 chopper, 2x30, Low Acre, 

Nice
KELLY RYAN, 5x12, feed wagon
KELLY RYAN, 5x12, feed 

wagon, w/re-mix
GEHL 100, grinder-mixer
GEHL 55, grinder-mixer, Nice
JD 400, grinder-mixer
GEHL 99, blower
HYDRA FORK, hyd. bale fork
20’, fence panels, New

JD 630, 30’, disc
WHITE, 25’, disc
DEUTZ ALLIS 2500, 24’., disc
CIH 496, 22’, disc
CIH 496, 20’, disc
CIH 3900, 20’, disc, Nice
KRAUSE 903, 20’, disc
KRAUSE 1904, 20’, disc
2) JD BWA, 16’, disc
IH 470, 16’, disc
JD 210, 13’, disc
JD AW, 12’, disc
JD 340, 12’, offset, disc
MILLER, 12’, offset, disc

IH, 8’, pull type, disc
JD, 6’, offset, disc
JD 1630, 10’, plow disc
JD TW, 10’, plow disc
JD TWA, 10’, plow disc
JD, 14’, spring shank, chisel
MF, 11 shank, 3 pt., chisel
KRAUSE, 11 spring shank chisel
KRAUSE, 7 shank, 3 pt., chisel
GLENCOE, 9 spring shank, 
soil saver
CIH 6500, 9 spring shank, soil 

saver
AC, 4 btm., 3 pt., plow
JD F-145, 3x16 plow
JD, 3 btm., pull type, plow
CASE, 3 btm., 3 pt., plow
IH, 3 btm., f.h., plow
AC, 2 btm., pull type, plow
 7’ & 10’, pull type, packer
DUNHAM, 8’, pull type, packer
JD, 5 shank, ripper
MF, 3 shank, ripper
AC, single shank, ripper
DEARBORN, spring shank, cult.
DEARBORN, 9 & 11 shank, 

cults.
6x30, Danish tine, cult.
AC, 6x30, rolling cult.
FMC, 4 row, rolling cult.
IH 4600, 24’, field cult.
KENT, 30’, field cult.
3) Harrow Sections

2012 4640E, cab, skid ldr., 
105 One Owner Hrs.
2006 NH LS-170, skid ldr., 
1,412 hrs.
2006 NH LS-160, skid ldr., 
1,688 hrs.
1992 GEHL 4615, skid ldr., 

3,259 hrs.
NH L785, skid ldr.
2005 JD 315-SG, cab, Extend-a-

hoe, 2,400 hrs., Good
McMILLAN, hyd., post hole dig-

ger
Tree Shear, hyd.
Pallet fork for L785
OTTAWA bale spear for L785
SWEEPSTER broom
72” rock grapple

JD 520, fits JD 2520
2) JD 158
JD 148
JD 145
MF 1016, fits 1030
MF 236, fits utility
IH 2350, fits 66-86
KOYKER K-5, fits JD
WESTENDORF WL-42, fits IH
2) JD Grapples, fit 148-158
Bale spear for JD 520
JD grill guard
Westendorf grapple fork
BUHLER, 10’, 3 pt., hyd.
BMB, Earth, 10’, 3 pt., hyd.
2) JD 534, 9’, dozer
BISON, HD, 9’ 
8’, f.h., rear
8’, 3 pt., rear
IH, 7’, f.h.
JD, 7’, rear
2) 6’, 3 pt., rear
BEHLEN, 5’, box, w/teeth, Like 

New
6’, box blade
FORD, 6’, dozer
2) HENKE, 11’, snow blade
8’, pickup snow blade, made to 

fit  JD 4020

PARKER, w/Top Air Conveyor
ANTHONY, 5x10, box wagon
LINDSAY, flare box wagon
Gravity wagons:
DMI, PARKER, KILLBROS, 

FARM KING, EZ FLOW, 
DAKON, WESTENDORF, 
KORY 

1999 FORD F-350, V10, auto, w/
Hiniker snow blade

1995 FORD F-250, 7.3, 5 sp., 
195,500 mi.

1992 DODGE 250, Cummins, 
auto, 4x4, w/bale bed

1989 FORD L-8000, 7.8 Ford, 
15 sp., twin screw, w/24’ Jerden 

roll back bed
1983 FORD F-700, V8, 5 sp., 

6x4, w/water tank
1981 CHEVY Top Kick, 3208 

CAT, 5x2, single axle, 5th 
wheel

1973 IH 1600, V8, 5x2, 
w/16’ box & hoist
1973 IH 1600, V6, 5x2, 
w/water tank
2006 ACURA TL, V6, auto
2005 BUICK Rendevouz, V6, 

auto
1996 LINCOLN Towncar, V8, 

auto
1992 ACURA Legend, V6, auto
Lawn mower trailer

HITCH DOC HDS8210, 7’, 3 pt., 
snow blower, Like New

Fiberglass Fert Sprdr. On trailer 
gear

DEGELMAN, pto, rock picker
JD LF-10, fert. Sprdr.
FETERL, 10”, drive over, hyd. 

drive, auger, Like New
Pasture Renovator, 3 pt.
Post hole digger
Sprayer, 100 gal., w/gas engine
Sprayer, 150 gal., 3 pt.
JD GATOR, 4x2, Needs work
JD AMT 600, 5 wheeler
Flatbed, 7’x12’, hyd., trailer
MEYERS, snow balde
CRAFTSMAN, chipper-shredder
Pick up fuel tank, 100 gal., w/

hand pump

Truck flatbed
IH cab
Ottawa, quick tach for JD 158 

ldr.
JD Joy stick 30-40 Series
JD no till coulters
K&M step for 856
Backhoe bucket, 12”
2) 9x8 garage doors w/openers
2’, 4’ & 5’, pallet racking
75) stackable, metal chairs
Misc, New Drain pipe
Misc., New Metal trim
JD, no till fert. Openers
4) Yetter, no till coulters, New
4) Kinze planter boxes, New
IH flat top fenders
20” disc blades
WEIGHTS:
JD front,  30, 40, 50 & 60 Series
JD front brackets 30-60 Series
AC front
IH front, 75 & 100 lb.
IH front brackets
CASE front

Listed in pairs unless noted oth-
erwise:

New Firestone, 23.1x26
18.4x38, clamp on duals
20.8x34, clamp on duals
3) 20.5Rx25
20.5x25
18.4x38, 10 bolt duals, Good 

tires
231x34, AC combine, Good 

Tires
16.9x24, 8 bolt, Good Tires
1) 184Rx38, 10 bolt, Firestone, 

Good
18.4x38, 9 bolt, Good tires
23.1x26 JD combine
1) 18.4x38 rim
18.4x34 clamp on duals, Good 

Tires
23.1x26, IH combine RC, Good
18.4x38, Clamp on duals, Good
15.5x25, 6 bolt, Good
15.5x25
24.5x32, combine rims
23.1x26, IH combine RC
18.4x38, 10 bolt, IH hubs
16x38, 10 bolt, w/hubs
28Lx26, JD combine
18.4x26, combine
16.9x34, clamp on duals
18.4x38, clamp on duals, Good
18.4x42, JD cast
18.4x38 JD 10 bolt hubs
20.8x38, clamp on duals
18.4x38, 9 bolt duals
18.4x38, clamp on duals
16.9x24, Case rims
18.4x38, clamp on duals
18.4x30, clamp on duals
18.4x26, JD combine
18.4Rxx38 clamp on duals
20.8x38, 10 bolt duals
15.5x25
18.4x38, clamp on duals
20.8x38, 10 bolt duals
15.5x25
18.4x38, clamp on duals
20.8Rx38, 10 bolt duals
18.4x38, 10 bolt duals
295x 80x225 Truck tires
3) 14.00Rx24 tires & rims
18.4Rx42, 10 bolt duals

-AUCTIONEERS-
Harley Gerdes - Lyndon, KS

Mark Lacey - Melvern, KS
Russ Puchalla - Roca, NE

Clerk: Cindy Gerdes

LOADERS & BLADES

MISC. EQUIPMENT

Harley Gerdes 32nd annual new years

COnsIGnMenT auCTIOn
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2016 — 9:00 AM
LOCATED ON 75 HWY, NORTH EDGE OF LYNDON, KS (30 MILES SO. OF TOPEKA)

No small items, Be On Time! Tractors & Misc. equip. lined in rows together.

Terms: Cash or Good Check. Everything sells as is, without expressed or 
implied warranty of any kind. Statements made day of sale take precedence 
over written material. As we depend on the word of our consignors, and we our-
selves conduct business up until sale day, additions & deletions are possible. 
We will be taking consignments up until sale day. Not responsible for accidents 
or theft. LUNCH SERVED BY HAPPY TRAILS CHUCK WAGON.

We accept MASTERCARD, VISA, 
and DISCOVER Cards.

For photos, Visit us on the web:

www.HarleyGerdesAuctions.com

TRACTORS

TRUCKS, VEHICLES & 
TRAILERS

WAGONS

COMBINES & HEADS

HAY EQUIPMENT

CONSTRUCTION

LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT

SHREDDERS

TILLAGE

NEXT AUCTION: 24th Annual Memorial Day 
Auction, Monday, May 29, 9 AM

Harley Gerdes Consignment Auction, Lyndon, KS

Lyndon, Kansas 66451
Office 785-828-4476
Mobile 785-229-2369

Fax 785-828-3428

PLANTERS & DRILLS

MISCELLANEOUS

TIRES
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  U.S. pork and beef ex-
ports continued to build 
momentum in October, with 
both achieving double-digit 
increases from a year ago, 
according to statistics re-
leased by USDA and com-
piled by the U.S. Meat Ex-
port Federation (USMEF).

October pork exports 
totaled 201,936 metric tons 
(mt), up 14 percent year-over-
year and the largest monthly 
volume since March 2014. 
Export value was $521.1 
million, up 16 percent. For 
January through October, 
export volume was 6 per-
cent above last year’s pace 
at 1.86 million mt, while ex-
port value was up 3 percent 
to $4.79 billion.

Exports accounted for 
25.5 percent of total pork 
production in October and 
21 percent for muscle cuts 
only. For January-October, 
exports accounted for 25 
percent of total production 
– up a full percentage point 
from a year ago – and 21 
percent for muscle cuts, up 

slightly. Export value per 
head slaughtered averaged 
$47 in October, up 8 percent 
year-over-year, while Janu-
ary-October export value av-
eraged $49, steady with the 
same period last year.

October beef export vol-
ume was 105,938 mt, up 12 
percent from a year ago, 
while export value climbed 
10 percent to $559.5 million. 
For January through Octo-
ber, export volume was up 
9 percent from a year ago 
at 954,868 mt, while value 
was down 3 percent to $5.1 
billion. Beef muscle cut ex-
ports were especially strong 
in October at 75,903 mt – the 
largest volume in two years.

Beef exports accounted 
for 14 percent of total pro-
duction in October and 11 
percent for muscle cuts only. 
January-October ratios were 
just over 13 percent and 10 
percent, respectively – up 
slightly from the same pe-
riod last year. Export value 
per head of fed slaughter 
averaged $269.35 in October, 
up 5 percent year-over-year. 
Through the first ten months 
of 2016, export value aver-
aged $254.71 per head, down 
8 percent.

“With pork production at 
a record level and beef pro-
duction also on the rise, it 
is imperative that we work 
to expand global demand 
and accelerate the volume 
of product entering the in-
ternational markets,” said 
Philip Seng, USMEF presi-
dent and CEO. “With strong 
support from USDA, our 
U.S. industry partners and 
our international contacts, 
USMEF has intensified its 
marketing efforts in key des-
tinations and capitalized 
on opportunities to regain 
market share – not only in 
mainstay markets such as 

Japan, Mexico and South 
Korea, but in a wide range 
of countries. This has laid 
the groundwork for a strong 
finish to this year and fur-
ther growth in 2017.”

Led by Mexico, pork 
exports strengthen in 

Western Hemisphere 
markets

Pork exports to Mexico 
remained strong in October, 
increasing 9 percent from a 
year ago in volume (65,271 
mt) and 6 percent in value 
($115.2 million). For January 
through October, exports 
to Mexico pulled within 2 
percent of last year’s record 
pace in volume (576,008 mt) 
and remained 1 percent 
higher in value ($1.05 bil-
lion). This strong perfor-
mance has been especial-
ly supportive of prices for 
U.S. hams, the highest-vol-
ume export item to Mexico. 
Through October, in pesos, 
U.S. ham prices were 21 
percent higher than a year 
ago while demand in Mex-
ico remained strong. Ham 
prices strengthened further 
in November, and weekly 
export data showed even 
larger shipments to Mexi-
co. To overcome the diffi-
cult exchange rate situation, 
USMEF has emphasized 
the quality and consistency 
of U.S hams with Mexico’s 
meat processors and worked 
with these companies on 
new product development.

Pork exports to leading 
value market Japan were 
also strong in October, in-
creasing 4 percent from a 
year ago in volume (30,987 
mt) and 9 percent in value 
($127.9 million). Through 
the first 10 months of the 
year, exports to Japan were 
7 percent below last year’s 
pace in volume (320,491 mt) 
and 4 percent lower in value 
($1.29 billion). Chilled pork 
exports to Japan remained 
on a record pace through 
October, totaling 180,793 mt, 

up 9 percent year-over-year.
Pork muscle cut exports 

to China/Hong Kong contin-
ued to moderate in Octo-
ber, reflecting a rebound in 
China’s domestic pork pro-
duction, but variety meat 
exports to the region re-
mained strong. For January 
through October, total pork/
pork variety meat exports to 
China/Hong Kong were up 
66 percent from a year ago 
in volume (450,257 mt) and 
55 percent higher in value 
($878.8 million).

Other January-October 
highlights for U.S. pork ex-
ports include:

After a slow first half 
of 2016, exports to Colom-
bia continue to rebound. 
Though January-October ex-
ports were still down 13 per-
cent year-over-year in vol-
ume (30,713 mt) and 20 per-
cent in value ($70.6 million), 
October exports climbed 
68 percent in volume (5,862 
mt) and 77 percent in value 
($14.6 million). October mus-
cle cut exports to Colombia 
were the largest on record 
at 5,428 mt, up 58 percent 
from a year ago.

Following a slowdown in 
September, pork exports to 
Central America rebound-
ed strongly in October, 
especially in Honduras, 
Guatemala and Panama. 
January-October exports to 
Central America were up 
18 percent from a year ago 
in volume (53,259 mt) and 
12 percent in value ($126.9 
million).

Exports to the Domini-
can Republic were 9 per-
cent above last year’s pace 
in volume (20,945 mt) and 
4 percent higher in value 
($45.8 million), including a 
32 percent increase in Oc-
tober export value ($4.8 mil-
lion).

Although January-Octo-
ber exports to Korea remain 
well below last year’s large 
totals, demand has strength-

ened in recent months. Pork 
muscle cut exports to Korea 
reached 11,469 mt in Octo-
ber, the largest since March. 
Combined pork/pork variety 
meat exports were 12,121, 
up 11 percent from a year 
ago. October export value 
climbed 26 percent to $33.8 
million.

Beef exports set new 
monthly record in Taiwan; 

chilled exports continue 
to shine

October beef exports 
were highlighted by a re-
cord performance in Tai-
wan, where volume was up 
90 percent from a year ago 
to 5,177 mt. This pushed 
January-October exports to 
Taiwan to 35,241 mt (up 20 
percent year-over-year) val-
ued at $284.9 million, up 7 
percent and on track for a 
new record.

October exports were 
also outstanding to Japan, 
where volume soared 40 
percent to 20,089 mt valued 
at $119.8 million (up 34 per-
cent). January-October ex-
ports to Japan were up 21 
percent in volume (213,636 
mt) and 13 percent in value 
($1.24 billion). Japan’s Octo-
ber imports of chilled U.S. 
beef exceeded chilled im-
ports from Australia for the 
second consecutive month.

In Korea, October ex-
ports were 16,897 mt (up 
63 percent year-over-year) 
valued at $98.8 million (up 
68 percent). January-Octo-
ber exports to Korea were 
139,592 mt valued at $814.2 
million, up 36 percent and 
21 percent, respectively, 
from a year ago. Export 
value to Korea is on pace 
to exceed the 2014 record 
of $847.4 million, and with a 
strong finish could approach 
the $1 billion mark in 2016.

Chilled beef exports 
to both Japan and Korea 
have excelled in 2016, with 
shipments to both markets 
up nearly 40 percent year-
over-year. Through October, 
chilled exports were the 
largest on record to Korea 
and the largest to Japan 

since 2003.
Other January-October 

highlights for U.S. beef ex-
ports include:

Despite the persistent 
weakness of the peso, beef 
exports to Mexico were up 
8 percent from a year ago 
to 195,799 mt, though export 
value to Mexico has trended 
lower this year ($812.1 mil-
lion, down 11 percent).

While January-October 
exports to Hong Kong were 
lower year-over-year (86,943 
mt, down 6 percent, valued 
at $525.2 million, down 18 
percent), October exports 
were easily the largest of 
the year in both volume 
(11,998 mt) and value ($72.8 
million).

Fueled by strong growth 
in Indonesia and Vietnam, 
exports to the ASEAN re-
gion increased 27 percent 
in volume (22,206 mt) and 3 
percent in value ($119 mil-
lion).

Despite a decline to 
leading destination Egypt, 
beef liver exports increased 
9 percent to 67,394. Larger 
volumes to Mexico and the 
addition of South Africa, a 
promising liver market that 
reopened earlier this year, 
offset lower shipments to 
Egypt, which takes about 
75 percent of U.S. liver ex-
ports.

Lamb exports trend 
lower, but muscle 

cuts improve
October exports of U.S. 

lamb fell 31 percent from a 
year ago to 600 mt, but this 
was due to a steep decline 
in variety meat exports. 
Lamb muscle cut exports 
were 224 mt, up 19 percent. 
Lamb export value in Octo-
ber was $1.41 million, down 
4 percent. January-October 
exports were down 6 per-
cent from a year ago in both 
volume (7,120 mt) and value 
($14.8 million), as gains in 
Bermuda, Hong Kong, the 
ASEAN region and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates were off-
set by lower exports to lead-
ing market Mexico.

Meat exports see double-digit October increase
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A Garden City man has won the PRCA’s Media Awards 
Excellence in Rodeo Print Journalism.

Brett Marshall, sports editor for the Garden City Tele-
gram, was honored with the award during the PRCA’s annu-
al awards banquet held in Las Vegas on November 30.

Marshall got involved in rodeo when he moved back to 
his hometown area eight years ago. As sports editor for the 
Telegram, he covered the Beef Empire Days Rodeo, held 
annually in June. He hadn’t covered a rodeo since the 1980s 
in Hutchinson, and it was new to him. Rodeo personnel, 
including secretary Barb Duggan and stock contractors Jim 
and T.J. Korkow of Korkow Rodeo helped him, giving him 
the information he needed and introducing him to cowboys 
and rodeo contract personnel.

Since then, Marshall has covered the Beef Empire Days 

every year and loves it. “Those three days I cover the rodeo 
are three most fun days I have all year.” He credits Jim and 
T.J. Korkow and the rodeo crew for making it enjoyable. 
“They make it fun. It doesn’t feel like work when I go there.”

His rodeo stories have ranged from interviews with 
winning cowboys to the livestock. One year, he wrote a 
story from the perspective of a bucking bull. The story was 
well-received, he said. “It got a lot of responses.”

Tom Blackburn, a former member of the Beef Empire 
Days rodeo committee, said Marshall is deserving of the 
award. When Marshall first covered the rodeo eight years 
ago, “He got right in there, and even though he didn’t know 
anything about rodeo, he asked questions and worked hard 
at establishing relationships and getting to know rodeo.”

Marshall, who was involved in amateur golf, among other 

sports throughout his career, has developed a love for the 
sport and the contestants. “They’re the most courteous 
group of athletes I deal with, far and away,” he said. “I 
have a high regard for what they do. When they earn their 
winnings, it’s what they’ve done, and nobody else has done 
it for them. I think the cowboy competitor in the PRCA is a 
very committed individual and they love what they do. They 
do it with a passion.”

Other media category winners include Excellence in 
Rodeo Photography, won by Ric Andersen, and Excellence 
in Rodeo Broadcast Journalism, won by Marty Campbell.

The PRCA Media Awards are given each year to winners 
in the categories of rodeo photography, rodeo broadcast, 
and print journalism, for their excellence in portraying pro 
rodeo.

Garden City sports editor awarded Pro Rodeo honor

Dr. Larry Berger, this 
year’s Kansas State Univer-
sity Department of Animal 
Sciences and Industry Dis-
tinguished Alumnus, has 
had a notable career as a 
researcher, professor and 
department head. Berger 
was recognized for his ac-
complishments and present-
ed the 2016 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award Wednesday, 
Dec. 7 in Weber Hall on the 
K-State campus.

Through the years, Berg-

er has received numerous 
awards for teaching and 
research. His research em-
phasis was on the use of 
protein and energy nutri-
tion and animal manage-
ment techniques to improve 
the production efficiency of 
beef cattle. He was author 
or co-author of more than 
330 research publications 
and was nationally recog-
nized for research excel-
lence with the American 
Society of Animal Science 

Ruminant Nutrition Award. 
He served on the NRC sub-
committee to produce the 
1996 Nutrient Requirements 
of Beef Cattle and he made 
five trips to consult feed-
lots in China, and gave in-
vited presentations in seven 
countries.

A native of Waterville, 
he earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from 
K-State ASI in 1973 and 1975. 
During his time at K-State 
he was on the livestock judg-

ing team.
He began his faculty ca-

reer at the University of 
Illinois after receiving his 
doctoral degree in ruminant 
nutrition from University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln in 1978. 
He was at Illinois for 31 
years and then in 2009 was 
named animal science de-
partment head at UNL.

“Larry is uniformly re-
spected by his fellow scien-
tists because he has techni-
cal excellence in nutrition 

and he has combined this 
with a great understanding 
of animal agriculture,” says 
Evan Titgemeyer, K-State 
ASI graduate program di-
rector and research coordi-
nator. “Because of Larry’s 
technical expertise, re-
search excellence, inviting 
personality and unques-
tioned integrity, throughout 
his career at Illinois he was 
always at the forefront of 
any nutrition-focused beef 

industry challenge, the re-
sult being that he always 
provided science-based 
solutions with both applied 
and basic understanding of 
both the problem and solu-
tion.”

Berger retired in July 
2016 from UNL and now he 
and his wife, Sue, live in 
Champaign, Illinois. The 
couple has three children — 
Eric, Nadia and Austin.

Berger named 2016 K-State Animal Sciences & Industry Distinguished Alumnus

St. Louis, Mo. (December 
12, 2016) – Consumers are set 
to benefit from downward 
pressure on global meat 
prices during 2017, accord-
ing to a new report from the 
Rabobank Food & Agribusi-
ness Research and Advisory 
group. The report, Prices 
Under Pressure in a Sup-
ply-Driven Market: Global 
Outlook for Animal Protein 
in 2017, also finds:

• High supply and com-
petitive market expected to 
push down current prices

• China forecast to main-
tain record levels of pork 
imports into 2017

• More complex produc-
tion market forecast, with 
pressure to mitigate threats 
including concerns over an-
tibiotic use and greenhouse 
gases

While global meat con-
sumption continues to rise, 
a supply-driven and more 
competitive market will 
create challenges for pro-
ducers, putting pressure on 
prices and margins, Rabo-
bank forecasts. The predic-
tions are included in its re-
port Prices Under Pressure 
in a Supply-Driven Market: 
Global Outlook for Animal 
Protein in 2017.

Rabobank predicts that 

China will continue to exert 
a huge influence on global 
meat markets. The world’s 
most populous country in-
creased pork imports to 
record levels in 2016 and 
Rabobank forecasts these 
import levels will remain 
constant next year. China’s 
beef and poultry imports 
are also expected to rise.

In the U.S., production 
is expected to continue 
growing, but consumers’ ap-
petites are being tested as 
record levels are reached. 
The strong dollar and un-
certainty over future trad-
ing relationships with China 
and Mexico create poten-
tial headwinds for Ameri-
can producers. The U.S. is 
currently the world’s largest 
exporter of pork to China, 
excluding the EU.

Justin Sherrard, Ra-
bobank’s global strategist 
– animal protein, said, “In 
a market driven by supply, 
we expect prices to come 
under pressure next year 
– a boon to consumers but 
a clear challenge for pro-
ducers and processors. With 
rising demand, we forecast 
that China will maintain its 
2016 record levels of pork 
imports next year and could 
increasingly seek something 

akin to ‘imports-plus’, lock-
ing in supply as it targets 
food safety and security 
for its growing population. 
Meanwhile, U.S. producers 
head into 2017 grappling 
with the potential of chang-
es to the country’s trade 
policy and further curren-
cy movements. Indeed, with 
worldwide currency fluctu-
ations depending on politi-
cal machinations as well as 
central bank decisions, we 
are becoming accustomed to 
expecting the unexpected.”

Elsewhere, Rabobank 
predicts an increasingly 
complex production market, 
making it more challenging 
for producers to exploit op-
portunities. They may come 
under additional pressure 
to adapt their systems to 
mitigate threats including 
the focus on antibiotics use, 
the attention on livestock 
as a source of greenhouse 
gases and growing retail-
er competition. Rabobank 
highlights that this complex-
ity is creating new growth 
opportunities for the pro-
ducers and processors that 
read the market well and 
respond swiftly.

They are likely to re-
spond by strengthening 

supply chains, coordinating 
inputs and increasing trans-
parency to improve trace-
ability in supply chains, Ra-
bobank says.

Justin Sherrard added, 
“The onus is very much on 
producers to mitigate the 
concerns of consumers, 
particularly around animal 
health and welfare issues, 
by adapting their produc-
tion models and supply 
chains. This is a challenge 
which will continue to be a 
major theme in 2017.”

Rabobank’s Global Out-
look for Animal Protein is 
produced annually, provid-
ing one of the most closely 
watched forecasts for the 
coming year’s market pros-
pects.

Rabobank: supply-driven global meat markets to put pressure on prices
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MANHATTAN
SHOE REPAIR

Repairing
• Boots • Luggage
• Shoes • Back Packs
• Purses • Ball Gloves

M-F • 8-5:30 
Closed Sat. & Sun
216 South Fourth
Manhattan, KS

785-776-1193

With a 15,000 head capacity, Tiffany
Cattle Company is large enough to
have economics of scale but small
enough to provide personal atten-
tion. Pen sizes range from 50 to 200
head. A computerized summary of
feed, cattle processing, veterinary
services and other costs are easily
accessible on each pen of cattle.

MARKETING SERVICES
Marketing finished cattle is top priority at Tiffany Cattle Company. You have
the option of selling on the cash market, forward contracting or grid pricing
through US Premium Beef.

PRODUCTION SERVICES
Objective is simply: Least Cost Per Pound of Gain!

Ration formulation and cost analysis, health program designed and main-
tained by veterinarian, special pens and attention to sick animals, feed
financing, and cattle purchasing available.

1333 S. 2500 Road, Herington, KS 67449
Shawn Tiffany, Owner/Manager: 785-229-2902
Shane Tiffany, Owner/Manager: 785-466-6529
Office: 785-258-3721 • tiffanycaco@fhrd.net

AA  CCoommpplleettee  CCaatttt llee  FFeeeeddiinngg  aanndd  MMaarrkkeett iinngg  SSeerrvviiccee

• Risk management handled by Tiffany Cattle Company
• Locked commodity prices • Complete profit/loss statement for each pen
• All marketing decisions discussed with and approved by cattle owner
• Reward for your efforts in producing a quality product by selling your cattle

on an industry competitive grid

Tiffany Cattle Co.
Family Owned
And Operated

• Heavy Duty Construction
• Quick Tach fits most skid steer loaders
• Complete with all hoses and couplers

• Ideal Operating Ranges:
19 GPM  1350 RPM

To
24 GPM  1850 RPM

• Total Weight: 1220 Pounds
• Heavy Blade Available 2 sizes:

1 1/2 x 23” or 1 1/2 x 26”
• 12 Replaceable Carbides
• Cuts Flush with Ground

• Optional 12 volt sprayer available
• Tucks between skid steer and saw

MANUFACTURED BY:

Dauer Welding & Machine, Inc.
301 East Union Lindsborg, KS 67456

785-227-3531
www.dauerwelding.com • dauerwelding@sbcglobal.net

Dauer Rotary Tree Saw

F & L CONSTRUCTION
Frank Engelken Joshua Engelken

845 C Road 4609 Grantham Drive
Centralia, KS 66415 St. George, KS 66535

785-857-3293 785-564-0642

Contact:
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December 29 — Late 
model farm machinery at 
Mulvane for Butts Brothers 
Partnership. Auctioneers: 
Theurer Auction & Realty.

December 31 — Win-
chester commemorative 
guns & other Winchester 

long guns, other long guns, 
hand guns, collectible 
ammo at Abilene for Alan 
& Barbara Pettijohn. Auc-
tioneers: Reynolds Auction 
Service.

December 31 — Harley 
Gerdes 32nd annual New 

Years consignment auction 
at Lyndon.

January 7, 2017 — Vintage 
advertising signs & adver-
tising memorabilia, vintage 
pedal vehicles & construc-
tion/farm toys, collectibles 
& misc. at Lawrence. Auc-

tioneers: Elston Auction.
January 10, 2017 — 3 

tracts of land in Saline 
County held at Salina. Auc-
tioneers: Gene Francis 
& Associates.

January 14, 2017 — Real 
estate & equipment held at 
Summerfield for CG’s Gro-
cery Store. Auctioneers: Ol-
msteds & Sandstrom.

January 21, 2017 — Con-
signments at Salina. Auc-

tioneers: Wilson Realty 
& Auction Service.

January 21, 2017 — Toy 
tractors, Hallmark, Earn-
hardt, tools at Osage City 
for Mrs. Dale “Judy” Fowl-
er. Auctioneers: Wischropp 
Auctions.

January 24, 2017 — 575 
acres Franklin County land 
in 5 tracts held at Ottawa 
for L.A. “Art” Witham Es-
tate. Auctioneers: Miller & 

Midyett RE, Wischropp Auc-
tions.

February 3 — 160 acres 
m/l Marshall County land 
held at Frankfort for Johnny 
C. Bramhall Estate. Auction-
eers: Horigan Auction.

March 11, 2017 — Annu-
al Concordia Optimist Club 
consignment auction at Con-
cordia.

Grass & Grain Auction Calendar

Cattlemen and women 
frequently ask if DNA scores 
are truly predictive of phe-
notypic results. A recent 
study completed by the Red 
Angus Association gathered 
DNA data on a set of Red 
Angus calves and followed 
the cattle through harvest, 
collecting phenotypic data. 
The results illustrated the 
Igenity® DNA scores ac-
curately predicted carcass 
weight, marbling score and 
overall carcass value.

The cattle were raised 
and owned by Bob and 
Elaine Yackley of Onida, 
South Dakota, and fed at a 
custom feed yard. A total of 
91 head of 2015-born steers 
comprised the group that 
was DNA-tested with Igenity 
Silver and followed through 
harvest to obtain carcass 

data on each individual an-
imal.

The top 25 head with 
the highest DNA scores for 
Average Daily Gain (ADG) 
and marbling were com-
pared to the bottom 25 head, 
which exhibited the lowest 
combined DNA scores for 
the same two traits. Sum-
marized results for the two 
groups are shown in the 
table.

This comparative analy-
sis reveals that the top-DNA-
scoring steers produced 
heavier carcass weights as a 
result of faster rates of gain 
(21-pound advantage). They 
also had higher average 
marbling scores and higher 
quality grades, with nota-
bly more upper-two-thirds 
Choice grade carcasses.

Even in a softened 

fed-cattle market, the dif-
ference in value between 
the two groups was $50.60 
per head favoring the high-
DNA-scoring steers. Weight 
and marbling make a big 
difference when selling cat-
tle on a grid.

“These cattle had the 
right combinations of ge-
netics and management 
in addition to being fed to 
the correct endpoint,” ex-
plained Gary Fike, RAAA 
director of commercial mar-
keting. “The fact that out 
of the 50 head in this com-
parison, there was only one 
Yield Grade 4 in the low-
DNA group and none among 
the top-DNA steers is a tes-
tament to that.”

Fike, who organized and 
conducted the field study, 
further noted that these re-

sults demonstrate how DNA 
can be successfully used 
in commercial operations. 
“This is real-world data,” he 
said. “By using DNA testing 
and eliminating low-scor-
ing animals for the traits 
of interest, producers can 
be confident they are build-
ing superior genetic value 
into their herds. That is why 
we recommend testing all 
replacement heifer candi-
dates and culling low-scor-
ing females before breed-
ing.”

The Red Angus Associa-
tion of America serves the 
beef industry by enhancing 
and promoting the com-
petitive advantages of Red 
Angus and Red Angus-in-
fluenced cattle. RAAA 
provides commercial pro-
ducers with the most ob-

jectively described cattle 
in the industry by seeking 
and implementing new in-
novative technologies based 
on sound scientific princi-

ples that measure traits of 
economic importance. For 
more information, visit re-
dangus.org.

Red Angus DNA scores align with carcass results

The American Hereford 
Association is now accept-
ing applications for the sum-
mer junior activities intern-
ship. 

The selected intern will 
assist with the planning and 
execution of junior shows 
and leadership events and 
will gain experience in as-
sociation work.

Applicants should be col-
lege juniors or seniors and 
must be enrolled in an agri-

culture-related major. The 
selected candidate should 
be a self-starter who is de-
tail-oriented, outgoing and 
have the ability to work well 
with all types of people. 
Travel to the Junior Nation-
al Hereford Expo (JNHE) 
and other shows should be 
expected as part of the in-
ternship.

The internship will span 
from approximately mid-
May to mid-August, with 

specific start and end dates 
depending on the appli-
cant’s availability. Applica-
tions are due Feb. 15.

Junior activities intern-
ship applicants can send a 
cover letter, résumé and ref-
erences to Amy Cowan, AHA 
director of youth activities, 
at acowan@hereford.org or 
P.O. Box 014059, Kansas City, 
MO, 64101. For more infor-
mation, contact Cowan at 
816-842-3757.

AHA now accepting applications 
for junior activities internship 

Kuhn, the innovator in disc mowers for over 50 years, is excited to announce the new 

GMD 11 Series mounted disc mowers. These machines continue Kuhn’s tradition of reduc-

ing downtime while pushing the boundaries of productivity. Three sizes are available to 

suit the needs of diverse operations: GMD 3511 (11’6” cut width), GMD 4011 (13’ cut width), 

and GMD 4411 (14’3” cut width). Thanks to their horizontal pivoting design, the GMD 11 

mowers are easy to transport down narrow roads and through small gateways despite their 

wide working widths.

Specially designed features make the GMD 11 Series a profitable investment. Lift-Con-

trol hydro-pneumatic suspension adapts to all field conditions. Pendulum articulation 

follows the ground closely, yet reduces soil contamination of the cut crop. The Optidisc® 

cutterbar has differential disc spacing to improve cut quality and crop evacuation, as well 

as a lubed-for-life design that eliminates the cost and downtime of oil changes. Should the 

mower strike an obstacle in the field, the non-stop safety system pivots the unit back while 

the Protectadrive® disc bearing stations protect the cutterbar. The GMD 11 Series of disc 

mowers from Kuhn will be the first choice for any producer looking for reliability and max-

imum return on investment in a large mounted disc mower.

Kuhn North America, Inc., of Brodhead, Wisconsin, is a leading innovator in agricul-

tural and industrial equipment, specializing in spreaders, mixers, hay tools and tillage 

tools. Kuhn, Kuhn Knight and Kuhn Krause products are sold by farm equipment dealers 

throughout the United States, Canada and many other countries.

Kuhn’s new GMD 11 Series 
proves productive and versatile
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Tuesday, January 10th at 11:00 a.m.
Kenwood hall • 900 Greeley • Salina, KS

TRACT 1: 75 acres +/- of cropland - the W ½ SW ¼ of Section 36, Township
13 South, Range 2 West of the 6th P.M., Saline County, KS; EXCEPT a tract of
land located in the Northwest corner of the SW ¼ of Section 36 (full legal de-
scription will be provided).
LOCATION: The property is located to the southeast of the southeast corner of
New Cambria, KS. It is located on the east side of the road. The parcel surrounds
the New Cambria wastewater facility.
TRACT 2: 14.5 acres +/- of cropland - the East 14 ½ acres of the South 51 acres
of the SE ¼ of Section 31, Township 13 South, Range 1 West of the 6th P.M.,
Saline County, KS.
LOCATION: Travel 1 mile south of New Cambria, KS to E. Stimmel Rd and
then 1¾ miles east. It is on the north side of the road.
TRACT 3: 78 acres +/- of cropland - the N ½ SW ¼ of Section 9, Township 14
South, Range 1 West of the 6th P.M., Saline County, KS.
LOCATION: The property is located 6 miles east of Salina on Country Club
Road and 1/4 mile to the north on Kipp Rd. It is on the east side of the road.

LAND AUCTION
Saline County, KS

‘

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 — 10:00 AM
Auction Location: Civic Center, 201 NW 2nd — ABILENE, KS

GUN AUCTION

landmanrj@gmail.com

WINCHESTER COMMEMORATIVES (Commemoratives never fired)
   Serial #
Mod. 94 30-30 CB3294 Cowboy Commemorative
Mod. 94 30-30  LF03637 Legend Frontiersman
Mod. 94 30-30 LL16238 Legend Lawman
Mod 94 30-30  3181846 Abilene Centennial #20
Mod 94 30-30 3077240 Abilene Centennial #3
Mod 94 30-30 TR16926 Teddy Roosevelt
Mod 94 30-30 TR16927 Teddy Roosevelt
Mod 94 30-30 WC27796 Buffalo Bill
Mod 94 30-30 WC27797 Buffalo Bill
Mod 94  30-30 GS35002 Golden Spike
Mod 94 30-30 GS35003 Golden Spike
Mod 94 30-30 AG05291 Antlered Game
Mod  94 30-30 LS14241 Lone Star
Mod  94 30-30 IS21317 Illinois Sesq.
Mod 94 38-55 OFW19502 Oliver Winchester
Mod 94 30-30 USA15757 1876-1976
Mod 94 30-30 WFC09218 Wells Fargo & Company

OTHER WINCHESTER LONG GUNS
Mod 1886   33 44207
Mod 94 30-30 3010261 Mod 12 2ga. Mag. 1639029
Mod 94 30-30 1478267 Mod 97 12ga. E1010112 (like new)
Mod 94 30-30 347625 Mod 94 .357 big bore BB026339
Mod 94 30-30 322336 Mod 94 32-40 191485
Mod 92 32-20 7853
Mod 55   .22  Mod 94 .32 Win Spl 5114439 Wrangler
Mod 92 25-20 837191 Mod 92 25-20 290054
Mod 92 38-40 831554 Mod 73 38-40 273234R
Mod 94 38-55 215065 Mod 94 25-35 376212
Mod 94 38-55 953111

OTHER LONG GUNS
Ruger mod#1 .45-70 133-53014
Remington mod 870 16ga 188672W
Savage mod 1909 pump .22 s&l 109955A
Remington mod .22 single shot 23928
J Stevens mod 70 .22 pump
Rossi  Mod 92 .357 K106433
Interarms Mark X 7.62x39 cal. w/3x9 Weaver scope

HAND GUNS
• 1869 Colt .45 Frontier Scout Golden Spike 1869-

1969 10953GS
• Colt 44-40 SAA  1883? # 96689
• Colt 38-40 WWA#7321
• Taurus Raging Hornet .22 Hornet, stainless, 10” 

barrel, NIB, never fired
• Taurus PT 845 .45 ACP, auto, NIB, stainless, hard 

case, 2 mags, never fired
• Mauser .30 cal pistol, “Broom handle”, 4” barrel, 

good
• Savage  mod. 1905 .32 ACP auto, very good # 

19011
• Rock Island .45 ACP 1911-A1, target sites, like new
• Hi-Stander sport king .22 auto

• Browning mod. 1900 .32 ACP, very good, all match-
ing numbers, SR# 691531

• Ruger P89DC 9mm auto, stainless, w/extra mags
• CZ85 9mm, auto, like new, 2 mags

COLLECTIBLE AMMO
• 5 boxes John Wayne 32-40
• 3 Winchester Legendary Lawmen
• 2 Winchester 30-30
• 3 Winchester 22 WRF
• 2 Winchester Bic C 30-30
• 1 Winchester 25-35 Super X
• 1 Winchester 32 Win Special
• 1 Remington 38-55

AND OTHERS;
THESE BOxES ARE IN GOOD CONDITION!

SELLER:
ALAN & BARBARA PETTIJOHN

For pictures & complete listings go to
kansasauctions.net

TERMS & CONDITION: Cash or personal check with prop-
er ID. All items must be paid for before removal. Statements 
made day of auction take precedence over printed material.

Independent Cashier: Diane Lykins

BE ON TIME! NO SMALL ITEMS TO SELL! Sale should be over by noon. AUCTIONEER’S NOTES: All of 
these firearms are in good to excellent condition. Don’t miss this one.  Mr. Pettijohn is a lifelong collec-
tor. There will be no buyers premium or sales tax. All guns will be moved to Dave’s Guns LLC. At 201 
N. Buckeye in Abilene, (just across the street). For FFL transfers. Some of these guns will have boxes. 
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So how do you know it’s 
Christmas?

‘Cause the sheep can al-
ways tell.

They follow a little tra-
dition and have for quite a 
spell.

On Christmas Eve around 
midnight, the sheep, wher-
ever they are

All rise in quiet unison 
and fixate on a star.

And from their stirring 
comes a sound, a chuckling 
tra, la, la

That weaves and builds 
itself into a soft melodious 
baaa

Which carries like a 
dove’s lament when nights 
are very still

As if they’re calling for 
someone beyond a yonder 
hill.

The legend herders 
passed on down attributes 
this tradition

To one late night in Beth-
lehem. A heavenly petition

Wherein a host of angels 
came and lured them with 
a song.

The herders left in haste, 
they say, and stayed gone all 
night long.

Well, sheep don’t do too 
well alone. They’ve never 
comprehended

That on that night they 
waited up, the world was 
upended.

So, now when daylight 
shortens up and nights get 
long and cold

I make my check at mid-
night like we’ve done since 
days of old.

And if I find the flock in-
tent and standing all around

I listen for the heaven-
ly host above their throaty 
sound

And scan the dim hori-
zon in an effort discern

The sign the sheep are 
seeking, that their shep-
herds will return.

And I am but a watchman 
in this drama that replays

Around the earth this 
time if year, and so I stand 
and gaze

And though I see no spe-
cial star or hear no sweet 
noel.

I know it must be Christ-
mas, ‘cause the sheep can 
always tell.

How Do You Know It’s Christmas? Agriculture under secre-
tary Michael T. Scuse re-
cently announced that the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) has approved 
and obligated the first loan 
under the Highly Fraction-
ated Indian Land Loan pro-
gram (HFIL). The program, 
made possible by the 2014 
Farm Bill, provides revolv-
ing loan funds to qualified 
intermediary lenders, al-
lowing qualified tribes and 
individuals the ability to 
purchase tribal farmland 
that has multiple owners. 
Scuse made the announce-
ment during the Intertribal 
Agriculture Council Mem-
bership meeting in Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

“This program was cre-
ated to address a longstand-
ing barrier to agricultural 
financing in Indian coun-
try,” said Scuse. “Working 
with intermediary lenders, 
the program allows USDA 
to help increase the avail-
ability of farm loans to Na-
tive Americans who want to 
start or expand a farming or 
ranching operation on Indi-
an lands.”

Under the 1887 Dawes 
Act, Indian reservation land 
was divided and allotted to 
individual tribal members 
such that with the passing 
of each generation, title 
ownership was divided and 
parceled among heirs, while 
the land was not. As a re-
sult, land once owned by a 
single person could today 
be owned by hundreds or 
thousands of individuals, 
resulting in what is known 
as “highly fractionated Indi-
an land.” In many instances, 
landowners are unknown 
or cannot be located, which 
complicates the coordina-
tion of ownership or pre-
vents the use of the property 
altogether. There are more 
than 245,000 owners of three 
million fractionated land 
interests, spanning approx-
imately 150 Indian reserva-
tions.

Under HFIL, tribes and 
tribal members can submit 
an application directly to an 
intermediary lender. To par-
ticipate, intermediary lend-
ers first must be approved 
by USDA. The lenders may 
be private and tribal non-
profit corporations, public 
agencies, Indian tribes or 
lenders subject to federal 
or state regulation (such as 
a credit union or other fi-
nancial institution). FSA 
will lend to the intermedi-
ary, which will relend to the 
applicant. The intermediary 
lender also will administer 
the loan for the applicant.

For more information on 
the program, visit www.fsa.
usda.gov/farmloans or con-
tact the local FSA county 
office. To find the local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.
usda.gov.

USDA expands 
farm loans for 
Native Americans 
farming and 
ranching on 
tribal land
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